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Learning Objectives
In this unit, you are going to listen to some passages about
driving test. Through doing a series of tasks, you will
* grasp the main ideas and important details of the listening
texts;
» get to know British driving test and its recent trends;
o get familiar with the vocabulary about driving and driving

test.

Part I Lead-in

Directions: Read the following questions and discuss them with your partner.

1. Do you have a driving licence?

2. How to apply for a driving licence in China?

3. What do test candidates have to pass before they can get the driving licence in
China?

4. As far as you know, is the driving test in our country difficult?

5. Have you ever heard about “eco-driving”? Can you guess the meaning of it? Do you

know any other words beginning with “eco”? What are they about?
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Part [ Listening Tasks

test.

Section A British Driving Test

Directions: Inthis section, you are going to listen to a passage about British driving

Read the following words aloud and then finish the tasks below.

dominate /'dominert/ w.
Brit /brit/ n. (informal)
manoeuvre /manuiva/ v.
roundabout /'ravndabauvt/ n.
overtake /ouvaterk/ v.
throw out

L plate

head for

ordeal /o:'dizl/ n.

assess /o'ses/ wv.
three-point turn

hill start

parallel parking

practical test

supplement /'sapliment/ w.
hazard /'heezad/ n.
perception /pasepfn/ n.
penalize /'piinalaiz/ v.

navigation /naevi'geifn/ n.

Task One

Listen to the passage and decide whether the following statements are true (T) or

Word Bank

SCBC ,

PN

#%ah, s

By, LA
B

P
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Unit One Driving Test #

false (F).
1. ( ) British driving test is one of the most difficult tests British people face.
2 ) Less than half of the candidates can pass the driving test at present. o
3 ( ) The theory test became a part of the driving test in the year 1996. -
4, ( ) Candidates have to answer at least 90% of the questions correctly to pass

the multiple-choice test.

5., € ) In the hazard perception test, candidates watch video clips on TV and
indicate potential hazards to examiners.

6. € ) Candidates will lose points if they lose their way in independent driving.

Task Two

Listen to the passage again and answer the following questions.

1. What are the three words that have dominated the lives of many young Brits?

2. How old is the British driving test in the summer of 20107

3. What'’s the cost of the test in 1935 and in 20107

4. What’s the pass rate of the test in 1935 and in 20107

5. What’s the full name of DSA? What’s its function?

6. At present, what’s the British driving test made up of?

7. According to the passage, what are the usual exercises candidates have to perform

in the practical test?

Section B Eco-Driving

Directions: In this section, you are going to listen to a passage about eco-driving.

Read the following words aloud and then finish the tasks below.
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Word Bank
emergency stop g%ﬁﬁ
economical /ekenomikl/ adj. LW, AR, AR
fuel-efficient B
emission /imifn/ n. HE
accelerate /ok'selorert/ w. pilifT3
brake /breik/ w. %
gear /g1a/ n. HE$S
radical /reedikl/ adj. @iy
scheme /skiim/ n. |
van /ven/ n. MRXERPAE
wear and tear BB, $i#E

Task One

Listen to the passage and choose the best answer to each of the following questions.

we e e

O

D

3.

Which of the following behavior is eco-friendly?

. Accelerating strongly. B. Braking hard.

Changing gears smoothly. D. Changing gears suddenly.
What did Transport Secretary Alistair Darling say about eco-driving?

. Eco-driving is as important as skills like three-point turn or checking mirrors.

Eco-driving is less important than skills like three-point turn or checking mirrors.
Eco-driving is more important than skills like three-point turn or checking
mIrrors.

Eco-driving won’t contribute much to the protection of the environment.

What do you know about the price of a large cup of coffee in many British cities

from the passage?

A.
C.

4.

More than £4. B. Less than L£4.
More than £2. D. Less than £2.
What does Nigel Underdown, EST’s head of transport advice, think about eco-

driving?

A.
B.
C.

D.

3

It benefits both the drivers and the environment.

It will not have much effect as people expect.

The number of drivers with a sense of eco-driving is too small when compared with
that of drivers as a whole.

Drivers won’t change their driving habits because eco-driving doesn’t save much.

According to Professor Stephen Glaister, what will people do if they find ways to

reduce the cost of fuel?

A,

They’ll keep up eco-driving behaviors,



