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From among the various folk paper-cuts throughout the whole country, the 12
Shu Xiang (the popular name of Sheng Xiao) is one of the most popular themes.
Shu Xiang is also called Sheng Xiao (the names of 12 symbolic animals as-
sociated with a 12-year cycle). Sheng refers to the year of a person's birth,
Xiao means similarity. The fact that Sheng Xiao takes 12 years to form a
cycle is originated from the ancient Chinese calendar in which the years are
designated by the Heavenly Stems and Earthly Branches. The matching of
12 kinds of animals and the 12 Earthly Branches produces the 12 years of
Zishu, Chouniu, Yinhu, Maotu, Chenlong, Shishe, Wuma, Weiyang, Shenhou,
Youiji, Xugou and Haizhu. The 12 Sheng Xiao is arranged in the order of the
daily activities of the 12 animals.

It is at least before Northern and Southern Dynasties that the associating
between the 12 Earth Branches of animals and the years of human birth came
into being. It became more prevalent in Tang Dynasty. People connect the
habits and characteristics of the animals with the different dispositions of
human's birth years and even one's whole life. Thereby, the Sheng Xiao Cul-
ture with typical Chinese characteristics is established. The folk paper-cuts,
which express the themes of 12 symbolic animals, demonstrate the people's
explicit recognition of the Sheng Xiao Culture in the era of farming. They are
not only for decoration, but also express people's wishes to life.
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The seventh of the twelve Earthly Branches - The Horse

Wu Shi refers to the time from 11am to 1pm. It is said, at noon when the sun
is shining above the head, the masculine air has reached to its climax, and
the feminine air begins to increase. At the time when the masculine and
feminine are in the transition, the other animals are lying for a rest, but the
horse is still standing as usual, even in sleeping. Therefore this period of
time belongs to the horse.

The horse is the friend of human beings. In the long history of nomadic and
farming eras, the horse was widely used in cultivating, hunting, transporting,
grazing, playing sports, exploring, playing games, battling and other various
kinds of activities. The idiomatic phrases like "vigorous as the dragon and
the horse", "gain a victory the moment the battle steeds arrive”, "an old steed
in the stable still aspires" and "ten thousand horses galloping ahead" are
often used to stimulate the people, even today, to make progress. However,
from among the images of the horse in the folk paper-cut, it is seldom found
the imposing grandeur once expressed in the Six Horses Picture in Zhaoling
of Tang Dynasty discovered in Xi'an, Shan'xi. Most of the images of the
horse look like little toys, only with the features of innocence and childish
taste.
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SRS BEAEREN] 21.6cm x 11.8cm

The Pregnant Horse Yanchuan, Shan'xi
21.6cm x 11.8cm

Paper—cut - The Twelve Symbolic Animals



