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PREFACE

Many of the teachers in China who used the former
editions of this book felt that the portions which treat of
the historical side of English grammar are out of place in
an elementary grammar for the Chinese students. Hence,
in adapting the book for use in China, the passages that
deal with the archaic form of the English language have
been cut out, and the bulk of the book has been reduced
somewhat.

It was also found that, before the Chinese students are
acquainted with English literature, many of the quotations
from the English classics in the illustrative sentences are
beyond their comprehension. An effort has, therefore,
been made to substitute simpler and more familiar sen-
tences in place of the selections from the English classics.

The Grammar is divided into two Parts. Part I treats of
the Sentence and its Klements. The subject is developed
in a natural order, beginning with the sentence in its
simplest form. A brief account of the Parts of Speech is
introduced, but their inflection and classification are left
for Part 1I. The complements are treated after the pupil
has become famihiar with modifiers. Clauses are next
discussed. Part II treats of the Classification, Inflection,
and Offices of the Parts of Speech.

The explanations are made as simple as possible. The
paradigm of the verb has been much simplified by a careful
discussion of verb-phrases. Exercises for practice are
furnished in abundance and with due regard to variety.
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ENGLISH GRAMMAR

Part ONE
CHAPTER I

THE SENTENCE

1. Language is thought expressed in words.

In speaking or writing, however, we do not utter our
thoughts in single words, but in groups of words which are
80 put together as to express connected ideas., Thus,—

Birds fly. Iron sinks.
Wood floats. Lions roar.

These are very simple groups, but each expresses some
thought and is, in a manner, complete in itself.

2. If we study a longer passage, we see at once that it
may be broken up into a number of groups, some larger and
some smaller, each of which is a kind of unit. Thus,—

The soldier awoke at break of day. | He sprang up from his hard
couch on the ground. | The drums were beating. | It was time to fall
in for the day’s march.

The passa-e falls into four of these groups, each standing
by itself and expressing a single thought.

Such groups of words are sentences of a very simple kind.

3. A sentence is a group of words which expresses a com-
plete thought.

EXERCISE

Malke a short statement about each of the persons and
things mentioned in the list below. Thus,—

Lions. Lions are found in Africa.
Tree. A large tree grew in the garden.



2 THE SENTENCE

Each of your statements will be a sentence.

Ball, kite, top, doll, carriage, dogs, cats, schoolhouse, John, tigers,
fisherman, carpenters, book, history, sugar, leather, apples, plums,
melon, salt.

CHAPTER II
SUBJECT AND PREDICATE.

4. Every sentence, however short, consists of two parts.
Thus,—
Fire | burns. The king | reigns.
Water | freezes. Snow | is falling.
In each of these sentences we find—
(1) a word or words degignating the person or thing that
is spoken of (fire, water, the king, snow) ;
(2) a word or words telling something about that person
or thing (burns, freezes, reigns, is falling).
The first of these parts is called the subjeet of the sentence,
and the second is called the predicate.
Accordingly we have the following rules:—
5. Every Sentence consists of a Subject and a Predicate.
The Subject of a sentence designates the person, place, or
thing which is spoken of ; the Predicate is that which is said of
the subject.
6. The suhject usually precedes the predicate; but not

always. Thus,—

Down came the rain. Up flew the window.
Happy, indeed, was he. Sad was the day.
EXERCISE

In each of the following sentences, the subject and the
rredicate are separated by a vertical line.

1. The fire | bluzed.
2. The fire | blazed vigorously.
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SUBJECT AND PREDICATE 3

The great fire | burned furiously.

The dog | is very fierce,

The peacock | stretches its neck.

Pure water | is necessary to health.

My father | wrote me a letter.

The book on the table | belongs to me.
We § rode ten miles before breakfast. -

Divide each of the following sentences into subject and
predicate by means of a vertical line. Mention the subject
by itself, then the predicate.

1.

P No o

»

11.
12
13.
14.

8,

The old clockjhangs on the wall.

The bird was catching flies.

The white horse has run away.

They silently walked in.

The man in the silk gown is my Chinese teacher.

We had plenty of exercise and recreation after school hours,
Children love to listen to storieg about their elders.

He thought of her often that morning.

The mule cart travels very slowly.

We have many mosquitoes this summer.

The steep slope was covered with pine trees.

Yells of rage and horror rose from the crowd.

The junks of the fishermen gradually approached our ship.
My uncle had always been kind to me.

The exercise above is an exercise in analysis.

CHAPTER III

SUBSTANTIVES (NOUNS AND PRONOUNS)

One of the first duties of language is that of naming

persons and things. It is impossible to express our thoughts

unless we can, as the saying is, ‘‘ call things by their right

names.”’

In the following passage the italicized words are the names

of various objects.  Such word are called nouns.



B THE SENTENCE

The ants ran into their kouse and shut the door. But where was
the grasshopper 2 He had no home, He could find no feod. The
ground wag covered with snow.

9. A Noun is the name of & person, place, or thing.

Exasypres: Chang, Yao, man, woman, boy, girl, horse, cow, cat,
eamel, city, town, village, kitchen, shop, Hankow, Fukien, Chihli,
house, box, stable, car, boat, curtain, hatchet.

Use each of the nouns in the list above in a sentence.

Thus,—

Chang | writes a beautiful hand.

In each of your sentences, separate the subject from the
predicate by a vertical line.

10. The English word ‘‘thing’’ is mot used only of
objects that we can see, hear, taste, or touch. We may
say, for example:—

Patriotism is a good thing.
Cowardice is a contemptible thing.
I wish there were no such thing as sorrow.

Such words as patriotism and cowardice, then, come under
the general heading of names of things, and are therefore
nouns.

11. When the name caensists of a number of words, the
whole group may be regarded as a single noun. Thus,—
Yun Chuan is my brother.
“ The Middle Kingdom’ was written by Wells Williama.
The Grand Canal joins Peking and Hangchow.
12. In expressing our thoughts we often have need to
mention a  person, JMace, or thing without naming it.
Thus,—

The boy found a ball on the ground. He vicked it up and put i
into his pocket.



SUBSTANTIVES 5

Here the boy and tne ball arec mentionel at the outset,
but we do not wish to keep repeating the nouns boy and
ball. Hence we use he and his to designate the boy, and
it to designate the ball. These words are not nouns, for
they do not name anything. They are called pronouns,
because they stand in the place of nouns (pro being a Latin
word for *‘ instead of ’?).

13. A pronocun is a word used instead of a noun. It desig-
nates a person, place, or thing without naming it.

14. In the first of the two sentences in the example in
§12, the subject is the noun boy. In the second, the subject
is the promoun he. So in each of the following sentences,
the subject is a pronoun:—

1| left home last Friday.
You | asked me to lend you a book.
We | never worked so hard before.
They | fell out of the boat.
Some of the most important pronouns are  my, me, we,
our, us, you, he, his, him, she, her, it, its, they, their, them.
15. Nouns and Pronouns are called Substantives.

EXERCIBES

I
In the following passages pick out what nouns and
~pronouns you can find.
If you can, tell what noun is replaced by each pronoun.

1. Hsiu Ching declared that she loved her father more than she
could tell, that he was dearer to her than the light of her own eyes.

2. Pa Shen took the ring and promised never to part with it.

3. The floor of the cave was dry and level, and had a sort of
small loose gravel upon it,

4. Having now brought all my things on shore, and secured
them, I went back to my boat, and rowed, or paddled her along
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the shore, to her old harbour, where I laid her up.—Ro:xsoN
CRUSOE.

5 Do to others as you would like them to do to you.

6. Happy is he who has found his work.

7. In fact, Tom declared it was of no use to work on his farm;
it was the most pestilent little piece of ground in the whole country;
everything about it went wrong, and would go wrong, in spite of
him.

8. When the woman parted with her husband, she spoke
cheeringly to him, and bade him bring his dear friend along with
him when he returned.

IT

Fill the blanks with pronouns.

1. A thought struck =——, and —— wrote a letter to one of ~——
friends.

2. The flowers were bending —— heads, as if —— were dreaming
of the rainbow and dew.

3. We make way for the man who boldly puslies past ——.

4. “That’s a brave man,”’ said Wellington, when —— saw a
goldier turn pale as —— marched against a battery : *‘ — knows
—— danger, and faces =——."’

5. I know not what course others may take ; but, as for =—,
give — liberty, or give —— death.

6. In —— house the village master taught —— little school.

7. Wordsworth helps us to live —— best and highest life ; ——=
helps —— to see the best in nature around —.

8. As the queen hesitated to pass on, young Raleigh. tlirowing
—— cloak from his shonlder, laid ~— on the muddy spot, so as to
enable == to step over == without soiling == shoes.

9. 1If you take hold of the nettle gently, = will sting ——; but
1f = grasp = quickly, =—— will not hurt ——.

10. Whatever people may think of ——, do that which —
believe to be right.

11. No man is so foolish but —— may give another good connsel
sometimes, and no man so wise but == may easily err.



