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Warm-up Questions Fi##iz(o]

1. Can you mention several pieces of current international news which

you are really interested in?

2. What are the gun and tax cliffs to the US President Barack Obama in

his second term?

3. Have you ever seen the film Lost on Journey and then Lost in
Thailand? Why does the humor of Lost in Thailand make viewers feel
happy in a flash?
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Section A Read Fast —B&7AlR

Passage A

Topic—oriented Lead—in tf&5|E

Vast universe is amazing, our titanic earth is marvelous and international situation is globally
changeable and unpredictable. The natural world is becoming kaleidoscopic every moment while
our human society is becoming more colorful with time passing on, which completely makes
people dazzling and dizzying. It will truly make us understand the world around us clearly to
read the current international news all around the whole globe, to follow the rhythm of the times,
to understand the development of today’s society, to keep up with the step of our human being’s
progress and to deposit the civilization of mankind’s history while this world is carefully being

looked around!
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(The following passage should be finished within 14 minutes each time.)

US Faces the Gun and Tax Cliffs

Paral

Para 2

Para 3

Para4

The fiscal cliff ™ and the “gun cliff’ — the two big tasks US President Barack Obama®™ faces in his
second term — are not separate issues. The resolution of both will speak volumes about the true
grit of American civilization .

The trouble with the Unitéd States™ is simple: Virtually all the problems it faces, from guns to
taxes, are eminently solvable. But solving them requires a basic sense of right and wrong, and
that is precisely what is in question.

As its “moral compass”, the US relies on an ill-fated, mechanistic concept of splitting the
difference. That may sound like pragmatism but is not given that one side regularly negotiates
from cynical, extremist positions. Viewed in a global context, what is at stake is not just a
stronger US economy or a tougher gun law. At stake is American civilization itself.

For all the pride that has traditionally been wound up in America’s greatness, a society that is

fundamentally incapable of agreeing on the most basic issues of fairness and decency at home



Para 5

Para 6

Para 7

Para 8

Para 9

Para 10

Para 11

Para 12

Para 13

Para 14

puts more under threat than just the question of governability. That may sound like a stretch, but

only initially, if one asks where is the evidence that the US, considering its level of economic and

political development, is any more peaceable and governable than Egypt".

Somehow, the US seems stuck in the concepts of the Old Testament. The perverse self-justification

of all those gun buyers who now sheepishly argue “why should my freedom be restricted just because

some kids got shot?” attests not just to a level of naivety, but inhumanness that begs disbelief.

It remains to be seen whether, on the gun issue, Obama really achieves more than the customary
default position of other US presidents in times of national tragedy. Serving as the sermonizer-in-
chief is a far cry from providing effective leadership. And yet one can feel with the US president.
Outlawing and collecting all assault weapons would seem to be the most basic measure of
civilization in any society.

The crux of the issue is that Americans must abandon their childish ideas of how a society
works. No person is an island unto himself or herself. We all live as part of a much, much larger
group. The people must understand that using assault weapons for hunting or shooting is not an
expression of freedom, but an expression of human sickness or perversion.

The US National Rifle Association ® has 4 million members, and far from all favor the essentially
unrestricted use of assault weapons. And yet American politicians and society are afraid to take
on the gun lobby.

What the NRA is peddling is an incredible hoax. Americans can no longer go on accumulating
limitless debt but they can still buy weapons at every Walmart ' and plenty of other stores. The
offer on hand to deal with one’s frustrations is not to consume, but to shoot.

The blindness of American society, which is generally a very fearful one, is staggering. Putting
that many weapons out there — almost for every American man, woman and child — is not just
bewildering. It is plain dumb.

Republicans 8 always cherish supply-side economics. They ought to know that the stuff out there
will exhibit a tendency to be used. In addition, these are nerve-wracking times for many people.

They feel extremely insecure economically. Seeing Americans going on a gun-buying spree in the

decade when incomes stagnated and a quarter of the population was for all practical purposes

unemployed must be considered somewhat suicidal.

It is not unlike the “wisdom” shown by the Reagan ' administration to equip Afghan “freedom
fighters” with stinger missiles to shoot down Soviet " helicopters. It sounded good until the day

1 \vere being shot down with the same US-made

American planes in the skies over Afghanistan
weapons.
The US should fix its problems not for people abroad to continue holding it in high regard. It ought

to do so for one reason and one reason alone: self-preservation. Self-preservation of the nation,

by the way, was the sole intent of the Second Amendment ¥, contrary to how some recent

court cases have sought to reinterpret the US constitution ™! to serve the commerecial arguments

promoted by the NRA and its acolytes.

The only grammatically correct way to read the Second Amendment (“A well regulated Militia,
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Para 15

Para 16

Para 17

being necessary to the security of a free state, the right of the people to keep and bear Arms,
shall not be infringed.”) is not to see it as two independent clauses. Rather, the first half clearly
qualifies (in fact, conditions) the second.

Moreover, the oppressor against whom the people need to militate today is no longer the state. If
anything, it is the NRA and other gun-toting people who hold civilized America hostage with their
gun fetish.

The people cannot defend themselves against the proliferation of assault weapons and other
unnecessary weapons, but their “state” — their government — can. Self-preservation is the one
and only reason the US should resolve the gun issue. If it fails that test, it will have a hard time
staying on the track of modernity.

41 school massacre, there cannot be any doubt that

As a matter of fact, after the Newtown
a revised Second Amendment to the US constitution is urgently required. And it should read:
“A well regulated society, being necessary to the security of a free people, the right of the
people to keep and bear arms shall be abridged.” The very notion of civilization demands no

less.
(921 words)

http://usa.chinadaily.com.cn/opinion/2013-01/24/content_16167965.htm

Written by Stephan Richter (China Daily), January, 2013.

Bank of New Words i@E=H

fiscal / 'fiskal / adj. | related to public money, taxes, debts, etc. /1L |"[]']
cliff / klif / 7 s‘teepit‘xlsi.lfx. high, face of rock, esp. at the edge of the sea
grit / grit / n. quality of courage and endurance /" .
eminently / 'eminantli / ady. in an eminent manner 75l ;T b
compass / 'kampas / ol device for ﬁndmg :clirec‘:;ti?r;,' Wit‘,}xlu ?Ineedle that points to
magnetic north %, farEhs PRt

. , . belief that the truth or value of a theory can only be judged
pragmatism / 'pragmatizom / n by its practical results ST X
cynical / 'sinikal / adj. | having a sneering disbelief in |17/, 101 (7
governability / gavena'biliti / n. ability to govern /11iF /) )
stretch / stretf / n. elasticity ©' !
governable / 'gavanabl / adj. capable of being controlled "'/ 1% /1. ] <Py
perverse / pa'va:s / adj. unreasonable 11111 i
selfjustification /self dzastifikeifon / | 7. ie(:;f:r;srz :lfi'szoirr;ljﬁlf'!f?rils:\:;b]ehavior or some failure to
sheepishly / '(i:pifli / ad. in a sheepish manner /7 /1l
attest / o'test / V. be or give clear proof of sth. 111!/, 1/l
naivety / na:'i:vti / n lack of sophistication or worldliness /1. “//{!




an option that is selected automatically unless an alternative

default / di'fa:1t / n. is specified BXiA
) . . someone whose occupation is preaching the gospel 7111
sermonizer / 'so:monaizo / n. g =
%, VA&
outlaw / 'autlo: / v. declare (sth.) to be illegal {5 /3174
assault / 9'sa:1t / n. sudden violent attack 27, 7%l
crux / kraks / n. key or core /L, #ZL»
unto / 'Anta / prep. | (old use or in the bible) to [IH=ZE4E] Xf, [
perversion / pa'va:fon / n. changing sth. from right to wrong; perverting Il
S group of people who try to influence politicians, esp. to
n. ST = A
Roliby."labid support or oppose proposed legislation /1% 5/ %= 11
peddle / 'pedl / ; ?gergggas, gossip, etc.) to individual people %1%,
’ Le
hoax / hauks / n. mischievous trick played on sb. for a joke 3 /1]
stagger / 'steego / V. walk or move unsteadily as if about to fall B
bewilder / bi'wilds / V. puzzle (sb.); confuse fHoE2%; i T2 i
plain / plein / adv. | clearly ;absolutely [[HVANNGRIES) BA; 5c4ih
cherish / 'tferif / V. protect or tend (sb./sth.) lovingly; care for 227 ; 4]
supply-side / so'plai said / adj. | WL R A AR BE
. . » e e ( ﬁt E :
wrack / rzek / ” ;;u}:{e great pain or anxiety to; torment £/ i ( £575)
-1
. lively and enjoyable outing, usu. with much spending of
spree / spri: / " | money T HIRISERIT
stagnate / 'st@gneit / 3 be or become dull or unsucc_essfu] bic_ause of lack of
activity, development, opportunity, etc. -7
somewhat / 'samwot / adv. | to some degree; rather f17i: £ 1
a sharp organ of offense or defense (as of a wasp or
stinger / 'stina / n. stingray or scorpion) often connected with a poison gland
=3
militia / mi'lifa / n. R
acolyte / '&kalait / n. an attendant or follower i 71, 1554
infringe / in'frindz / n. break (a rule, an agreement, etc.) {7
paragraph or section in a legal document (eg. a will,
clause / klo:z / n. contract or treaty) stating a particular obligation, condition,
etc. 5k
P Je— " a person of authority who subjects others to undue
PP P ) pressures 167
militate / 'militeit / v have great force or influence to prevent sth. /=1 /{1520
. z - S22 e i FH
tote / taut / " have and use(esp. a gun) habitually Bﬁ BT H 2 H

(JLHEte)

hostage / 'hostid3 /

n.

person held as a captive by one or more others who
threaten to keep, harm or kill him unless certain demands

are met AJi1
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