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Course Description

As one of the course series for “English for International Communication”, this course of
“International Conference Communication” is specially designed for higher-level undergraduates and
graduate students in the natural and social sciences, and other professionals and teachers in different

fields, who pursue advanced academic and professional English in international communication.

Course Objectives

“International Conference Communication” is a course of “dual aims”: to develop both
English language skills and communicative competences in international professional conference
communication.

(i) The course attempts to equip students with comprehensive skills of speech communication,
especially the practical oral skills necessary for presenting professional papers, raising and answering
questions (oral defense), as well as chairing presentations and discussion sections in international
professional conferences and other academic settings.

(ii) The course also aims to develop the students’ all-round ability of retrieving conference
information, organizing conferences, chairing parallel sessions, and communicating with international
professionals of different cultural backgrounds, etc., and prepare the students to participate in various

international exchanges and cooperation.

Outline of Content

With academic English as its core, and with the general sequence of attending an international
academic conference as its thread, the course is composed of 13 units, covering the whole process
of conference communication, such as obtaining conference information, preparing papers, reading
manuscripts, opening and ending speeches, delivering speeches, raising and answering questions,
organizing conferences and chairing Q & A sessions, communicating between sessions, etc. The
arrangement of a Simulated International Conference on Interdisciplinary Sciences is also included as a

final course project.



Teaching Arrangements

This course is scheduled for one semester, including the final course project. The instructor is
advised to place different emphases on the 13 units in accordance with the students’ actual English

proficiency and specific communicative needs.

Teaching Methods

Much of the class time will be spent in lecturing sessions, discussions and workshops. Students
will be given due instructions and guidance to perform varied speech activities such as guided oral
presentations, oral defense, panel discussions, and free talk with “foreign” professionals, which will help
enhance the students’ practical speech ability. And the students” oral presentation skills will be further
practiced, monitored and checked up through Reflections and Further Study at the end of each unit and

the final course project of the Simulated International Conference on Interdisciplinary Sciences.

Course Assessment
The final grade will be given on the basis of: (i) the student’s performance in Reflections and
Further Study; (ii) the student’s classroom performance; and (iii) panel evaluation of the professional

presentation and oral defense at the Simulated International Conference on Interdisciplinary Sciences.
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Conference
Information

After completing this unit, you should be able to:

Differentiate various kinds of meetings

2 Become familiar with principal conference activities

3 ldentify different conference information

4 Obtain conference information through different sources




