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Citizen Kane

Rosebud.

Narrator
News on the march®.

Narrator
Legendary was the Xanadu® where Kubla Kahn de-
creed his stately ® pleasure dome. Today, almost as
legendary @ is Florida’s Xanadu, world’s largest private
pleasure ground. Here, on the deserts of the Gulf Coast a
private mountain was commissioned® and successfully
built. One hundred thousand trees, twenty thousand
tons of marble are the ingredients © of Xanadu’s
mountain. Contents of Xanadu’s palace-paintings,
pictures, statues ©, the very stones of many another
palace. A collection of everything, so big that can never
be catalogued® or appraised®. Enough for ten mu-seums.
The loot® of the world. Xanadu’s livestock®-the fowl®
of the air, the fish of the sea, the beasts of the field and
jungle ®. Two of each, the biggest private zoo since
Noah. Like the pharaohs, Xanadu’s landlord leaves many

stones to mark his grave. Since the pyramids®, Xanadu
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New Words

(Omarch [ma:tf] n 72, i#
(@Xanadu [zenadju:] n. MR
Dstately [ "steitli] adv. FE*f
(@legendary [*led3ndori] adj {5549
(®commission [ko'mifan] n ZHE,
HHE
(©ingredient [in'grizdjont] n. #1384
@statue [ 'stztju: ] n. BER
@catalogue [ ‘ketalog] n. B 3
@appraise [o-preiz] ve. fhitft
®loot [1u:t] n. 2
@iivestock [livstok ] n. K&
@fowl [favl] n. K&
Bjungle [-dzangl] n. Ak
@pyramid [ 'piromid] n. &FH
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is the costliest” monument? a man has built to himself.
Narrator

Here in Xanadu last week, Xanadu’s landlord was laid

to rest. A potent figure of our Century-America’s

Kubla Kahn-Charles Foster Kane.

Narrator

Its humble ® beginning in this ramshackle ® old

building a dying daily. Kane’s empire, in its glory

held dominion® over thirty-seven newspapers, two
syndicates@, a radio network. An empire upon an
empire ©. The first of grocery stores, paper mills,
apartment buildings, factories, forests, ocean liners.
An empire through which for fifty years flowed, in
an unending stream, the wealth of the earth’s third
richest gold mine. Famed in American legend is the
origin ® of the Kane fortune...how to boarding-
housekeeper Mary Kane, by a defaulting® boarder,
in eighteen sixty-eight was left the supposedly ®
worthless deed to an abandoned mine shaft. The
Colorado Lode. Fifty-seven years later, before a
Congressional Investigation, Walter P. Thatcher,
grand old man of Wall Street, for years chief target®

of Kane Papers’ attacks on trusts, recalls a jourey he

made as a youth.
Thatcher
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New Words
(costliest [kostlist Jadj. & FH

(@monument [ ‘monjumont ] n. %2
=9

(@humble [ *hambl ] adj. &G

(@ramshackle [ ‘rem,[zkl] adj. ¥
vl

(®dominion [do'minjon] n. 4

(©syndicate ['sindikat] n. £k
AEHL)

(Dempire [ ‘empaia ] n. #FE

@origin [ ond3in] n. ¥

Qdefault [difalt] n. #ifF
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My firm had been appointed trustee® by Mrs. Kane for
the large fortune, which she’d recently acquired. It was
her wish that I should take charge of this boy, this
Charles Foster Kane.

Investigator

" Is it not a fact that on this occasion® that boy, Charles

Foster Kane, personally attacked you after striking you
in the stomach with a sled®?

Thatcher
Mr. Chairman, Chairman, I shall read to the com-
mittee a prepared statement which I have brought with
me. And I shall then refuse to answer any further
questions. “Mr. Charles Foster Kane, in every essence
of his social beliefs and by the dangerous manner in
which he has persistently® attacked the American tradi-
tion of private property, initiative and opportunity for
advancement, is in fact nothing more or less than a
Communist! ”

Narrator
That same month in Union Square.

Speaker
The words “Charles Foster Kane”are a menace ® to
every working man in this land. He is today what he
has always been and always will be a Fascist!
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New Words

(Drrustee [tras-tiz] n. BFEA

@occasion [a'keizan] n. FHE

sled [sled] n. B4R

@persistently [ po-sistontli ] ady. %
BN ]

(®menace ['menas] n. il
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Narrator
And still another opinion...

Narrator
Kane urged © his country’s entry @ into one war,
opposed participation® in another, swung the election
to one American President at least, spoke for millions
of Americans, was hated by as many more...

Narrator
Twice married, twice divorced. First to a President’s
niece®, Emily Norton, who left him in nineteen six-
teen, died nineteen eighteen in a motor accident with
their son. Sixteen years after his first marriage, two
weeks after his first divorce, Kane married Susan
Alexander, singer, at the Town Hall in Trenton, New
Jersey.

Narrator
For wife two, one-time opera singing Susan Alexander,
Kane built Chicago’s Municipal Opera House. Cost-
Three million dollars. Conceived for Susan Alexander
Kane, half-finished before she divorced him, the still
unfinished Xanadu. Cost-No man can say.

Narrator
Kane, molder of mass opinion though he was, in all his
life was never granted elective office by the voters of
his country. But Kane papers were once strong indeed,

and once the prize seemed almost his. In nineteen
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New Words

@urge [2:d3] vr. A £k
Dentry [entri] n. 21
(Bparticipation [pa: tisi‘peifn] £5
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sixteen, as Independent Candidate for Governor, the
best elements ® of the State behind him, the White
House seemingly the next easy step in a lightning po-
litical career. Then, suddenly, less than one week
before election-defeat!

Narrator
Shameful, ignominious @  defeat that set back for
twenty years the cause of Reform in the U. S. forever
cancelled political chances for Charles Foster Kane.

Narrator
Then, in the first year of the great depression®, a
Kane paper closes! For Kane, in four short years:
collapse®!  Eleven Kane papers merged, more sold,
scrapped®.

Bernstein
With respect to the said newspapers the said Charles
Foster Kane, hereby relinquishes® all control thereof?,
and of the syndicates® pertaining there to and any
and all other newspaper, press and publishing

properties of any kind whatsoever ?

, and agrees to
give up all claim®...

Kane
Which means we are bust.

Bernstein
Well, out of cash.

(Kane: All right, Mr. Bernstein. )
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New Words

(Delement [ ‘elimant ] n. JTLH
@ignominious [igna'minios] adj.
AR, FTRR A
(3depression [di*prefan] n #¥4M
@xollapse [ka'lzps | n. FLff
®scrap [skreep | v. B A
(@xelinquish( ri'lipkwif Iv. BFFLEH
(Dthereof [dear-ov] adv. fEH
@syndicate [ 'sindikit] n BeAZHE
(@whatsoever [ hwotsau'eva ]
(claim [kleim] n. B3
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Kane
I read it, Mr. Thatcher. Let me sign it and I'll go
home.

Thatcher
Too old to call me Mr. Thatcher, Charles.

Kane
You are too old to be called anything else. You were
always too old.

. Bernstein

In consideration® thereof, Thatcher and Company a-
grees to pay to Charles Foster Kane as long as he
lives...
(Kane: My allowance. )

Thatcher

You will continue to maintain @

over your
newspapers a large measure of control. Measure of
control? And shall seek your advice. This
depression, temporary. Always the chance that
you’ll die richer than I will.

Kane
It’s a cinch I'll die richer than I was born.

Bernstein
We never lost as much as we made.

Thatcher
Yes, yes. But your methods! Do you know, Charles

never made a single investment®? Always used money
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