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Vonmmmmmt

Text A

Monet: Father of French Impressionist Painting

Pre-reading Questions

1. What do you know about Monet?
2. Do you like Monet’s paintings? Why?

3. Do you know the history of French impressionist painting?

Claude Monet is recognized as the father of French impressionist painting. From his
earliest days as an artist, he trusted his perceptions in painting and the hardships he suf-
fered throughout his whole life never deterred him from that pursuit.

Monet was born on November 14, 1840 to a grocery store owner in Paris, France. As

the elder of two sons, Monet’s father hoped that he would continue the family grocery store
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business, but he had other ideas. To his father’s dismay, Monet openly declared his love
for art and his hopes of living a life as an artist.

As a young child, Monet hated school. He passed the time drawing caricatures of his
teachers in his copybooks. By the age of 15, he had acquired a local reputation as a
caricaturist. Later he left for Paris to learn painting. But the young artist soon became
disillusioned with the traditional art taught at universities. In 1862, he joined the studio of
Charles Gleyre in Paris. Together with some friends, they shared new approaches to art,
painting the effects of light en plein air with broken color and rapid brushstrokes.

Although critics found his style ugly, Monet stood steadfast in his convictions that art
should capture the personal moments rather than be concerned with perfection. In 1874, Monet
exhibited four pastels and five paintings; among them was a work entitled Impression ;
Sunrise. Impressionism had since found its name.

The following years saw a gradual flourishing of Impressionism painting. During the
1880s and 1890s, Monet’s paintings finally began to attract the attention of both the
public and the critics.

All his life, through sheer determination and dedication to his new philosophy of
painting, Monet finally climbed from the pits of nothingness to having an immense impact

on art history forever.
(about 290 words)

New Words

recognize [ ' rekagnaiz | v. to know who that person is or what that

thing is while seeing someone or some-

thing A, PUI A/ S S Y)

trust [ trast] v. to believe (1T, {E#i , #i{=

perception [ pa'sep[an] n. recognition of things by using your senses
BRI(RES)) ;588 ( 1)

hardship [ 'ha:dfip] n. difficult or unpleasant situation XX, Rl

suffer [ 'safa] v. to be badly affected by an event or situa-
tion SZIFY, N A2, KA HZ,
5%

throughout [ @ru:' aut] prep. from first to last [JUE LK {F -+  [a]

deter [ di'ta: | v. to try to prevent ;to show opposition to BH

1k, il 1k
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pursuit [ pa'sju:t] n.

grocery [ 'grausori | n.
owner [ 'ouna] n.

elder [ relds] adj.

business [ ' biznis | n.

dismay [ dis' mei] n.

v.

declare [ di'klea] .
caricature [  keerika'tfua] n.
copybook [ ' kopibuk ] n.
acquire [ ' kwaia] v,

local [ 'loukal] adj.

reputation [  repju'teifan] n.

caricaturist [ ' kaerikot [uoist | n.

disillusion [, disi'lu:3on] .

university [, ju:ni' va:siti | n.

studio [ 'stjuzdisu] n.

en plein air

the act of pursuing 83K , B #F

a marketplace where groceries are sold 4%
Y

someone who owns (is legal possessor of)
a business ¥, IrFH A

older - [, A B R )

1. a commercial or industrial enterprise
AR AT,

2. the activity of providing goods and
services involving financial, commercial
or industrial aspects 325, W55, F1F
s, U

to lower someone’s spirits i {512, {4
I8, AU

to state firmly H A, B4 ;7 W]

a representation of a person that is exag-
gerated for comic effect & [H] ; 2 7K ) i
B A

a book containing models of good penman-
ship 2J A, i

to come into the possession of something
53], 3K9% ; R AR

HTTPERY , bR, A LAY

the state of being held in high esteem and
honor 43, 447, 4%

KR I 2%, 1 1 5K

to be free from false belief or illusions {§
AL, AR K

KiE

1. workplace for the teaching or practice
of an art [H|Z%E

2. workplace consisting of a room or
building where movies or television
shows or radio programs are produced
and recorded B = R EE; Y E;
RN AT v
<¥: > F5h
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brushstroke [ ' bra[ ! strouk ] n.
steadfast [ 'stedfa:st] adj.

capture [ 'kapt[a] v.

concern [ kan'sa:n] n.

perfection [ pa'fek [an] n.
exhibit [ ig*zibit] ».

pastel [ ' pastel] n.
entitle [ in' taitl ] ».

gradual ['greedjual] adj.
attract [ o'traekt] v.

attention [2'tenfon] n.

sheer [ [io] adj.

determination [ di,to: mi'neifan] n.
dedication [ ,dedi'keifan] n.
philosophy [ fi* losofi ] n.

pit [ pit] n.

immense [ i' mens] adj.

impact [ 'impeekt] n.

Phrases & Expressions

be recognized as

—%,—H; 2 E 1Ty

firm and dependable especially in loyalty
RER), N BHEH

to take a person or property by force {%
W, SO RIS S T
jj i

1. an anxious feeling &, £ &, .0
2, something that interests you because it
is important or affects you % fal/Ek %
BEY)

1. to have something to do with & -
FX K FE

2. to be on the mind of {FFHLE, [ BK
the state of being without a flaw or defect
5Bk, 5EH

to show the attribute, property, knowledge,
or skill %1, B

RO EE; HEE

L A

2 % ...... ;@@ .
proceeding in small stages ZRHTH , A 1Y
to pull toward itself or oneself 5|, 5[&

R B
complete 5E2H, + 2

the act of determining; a position or opin-
ion or judgment Y., YL5E , B E ; BIA
complete and wholehearted fidelity Z&#ik ,
L7€=1

i

a sizeable hole (usually in the ground) ¥

unusually great in size or amount or degree

BRH, BRI
a forceful consequence ¥Mi Y& , riidi /1
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to one’s dismay i 5 A Bt/ TH T2 1 2
pass the time T & i 8]

leave for B (EKH)

broken color e, AREE

stand steadfast SR E

be concerned with P 3id

Proper Names

Claude Monet FLOFIE - B4 (1840—1926, “EIR ¥
SO AR YR BEHE A )

French impressionist painting ZEENRE IR

Charles Gleyre HIR - #3EIR (1808—1874, 3k H 1 #
FEXEZK)

Impression : Sunrise CHH - EpgR) (E4)

Impressionism ERIR,ENR E X

Background Information

1. Impressionism

Impressionism was a 19th-century art movement that began as a loose association of
Paris-based artists whose independent exhibitions brought them to prominence in the 1870s
and 1880s. The name of the movement is derived from the title of a Claude Monet’s work ,
Impression : Sunrise (Impression, soleil levant) , which provoked the critic Louis Leroy to
coin the term in a satiric review published in Le Charivari. Characteristics of impressionist
paintings include visible brush strokes, open composition, emphasis on light in its chan-
ging qualities ( often accentuating the effects of the passage of time) , and ordinary subject
matter, the inclusion of movement as a crucial element of human perception and experi-
ence, and unusual visual angles. The emergence of Impressionism in the visual arts was
soon followed by analogous movements in other media which became known as impression-

ist music and impressionist literature.

2. Claude Monet
Claude Monet, also known as Oscar Claude Monet or Claude Oscar Monet( NOV. 14,
1840-DEC. 5, 1926) , was a founder of French impressionist painting, and the most con-

sistent and prolific practitioner of the movement’s philosophy of expressing one’s percep-
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tions before nature, especially as applied to en plein air landscape painting. The term Im-

pressionism is derived from the title of his painting Impression : Sunrise.

Notes

1. perception n.
1) the way that you think about it or the impression you have of it tAR, W&, B
2) the recognition of things by using your senses, especially the sense of sight &%l
RES1, BT |
For example :
He was a man of keen perception.

What'’s your perception of the matter?

2. pursuit n.

1) thing to which one gives one’s time, energy, etc. ; occupation or activity £&Hf
(] K 3 S5 A =8 5 BROL.

2) the action of pursuing an activity, interest, or plan J&3K , 53K ; W5, #E4T

3) chasing a person, vehicle, or animal &4 B #E3R A (BHKY))

For example ;
They set off at once along the lane in pursuit.

Games like chess are rather intellectual pursuits.

Exercises

I Comprehension of the text.
1. What contributes to Monet’s success?
2. How did he disappoint his father?
3. When did he acquire a local reputation as a caricaturist?
4. What were Monet’s new approaches to art after he joined the studio of Charles
Gleyre in Paris in 18627
5. When did Monet exhibit his Impression : Sunrise?

I Choose the proper interpretation from column B that best matches each word
or phrase in column A.
Column A Column B

( ) 1. studio a. JGEPRF X
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( ) 2. collection b, FEAR MR, EARLE

( ) 3. Impressionism c. FENGFE X

( ) 4. caricaturist d. W

( ) 5. Post-Impressionism e. RO R I, B AR
( ) 6. exhibition f. Atk

( ) 7. Neo-Impressionism g. @K

( ) 8. art gallery h. (5

( ) 9. pastel NEIE 38594

( ) 10. masterpiece j. YAoK

I The suffix -ation/-ion is added to verbs ending in -ve or -te/-t to form nouns.

Examples :

motivate — motivation ct;rporale — corporation

Give the noun forms of the following words and then fill in the blanks with the
words.

dedicate — _ slarve —

determinate — direct —

celebrate — collect —

l.Weholda 1o welcome the foreign guests.

2. The animals had died of

3. She is responsible for the  of wage ([_%) levels within this company.
4. Monet achieved his success through sheer determination and to his new

philosophy of painting.

W

. He has a very good of foreign coins.

6. We had no trouble finding your house because your were clear.

IV Fill in the blanks with the appropriate forms of the words and phrases given

below.
fs.\‘.//_v\./\ e O O %\‘/\/’\/’s\‘}-‘\%\‘/‘?
g recognize determination hardship throughout to one’s dismay é
¢ pu ursuit pass the time declare be concerned with acquire é
é local reputation immense attention impact 55

A e e e e e e e e e e e e e O e ) ‘(
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1. The cat crouched in the grass in of a bird.
2. He that the meeting has been postponed.

w

, Monet openly declared his love for art and his hopes of living a life as
an artist.

. Firm moves mountains.

. The computer had made a great on modern life.

4

5

6. I have traveled Europe.

7. They made a/an improvement in English.

8. Naturally we the news when we heard of the accident.
9. This store has an excellent _ for fair dealing ( JSE/ViH) .

10. He was willing to face any in fulfillment of his duty ( JBf7{bAIERT) .

Translate the following sentences into English.

1 OKFFRBE S AN AR KR ZE . (Michelangelo, be recognized as)

2 RBERFLAR MARBA 4 LARE, R AR A5, X ik
LFEIER R, (to one’s dismay, grocery store )

3. XAAFRER VM IRRER S| T2 RITEE . (attract one’s attention)

4 MR EERUWEEE, (leave for)

5. ARALAEFE I - SR AR AEUNAE R A 15 o (be concerned with)

6. ZF 15 §%BT1§,E%55T§EE€§:E’E%€%% 1" (acquire a local reputation)

Complete the following sentences by translating the Chinese sentences given in
brackets into English.

A : What contest do you have at your university?

B:1 (BAVRFRRAE 2 m L FE )

A :When is it?

B2 (FER4E 6 H o)

A :Do you have a pop contest?

B:3 (BA.)

A :Do you have an English speech contest?

B4 (X, FATT L4 12 H A 9 RIT 200 1 938 B

LEFE.)



