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LESSON 1

Cedric the Entertainer

Making People Laugh

Birth Name Cedric Antonio Kyles
Birth Date and Place April 24, 1964; Jefferson City, Missouri

Home Los Angeles, California




Think About What You Know

Do you like to make your friends laugh? Do you have any friends who can really

make you laugh? Read the article to find out how Cedric Kyles used humor to
launch his career as an entertainer.

WUI'CI pﬂWEl‘

What do the words below tell you about the article?

engagement » &), ¥iF emcee n £ A, F L
reluctantly aav. 1 /2 4 profanity » %%

prod vi. & {% offensive aqj. T #.HY
hooked adj. % £ ffy old-timer » # A, #i#

neading Skill

Problem and Solution (M@ 5 RAE )

VB 2 % A 1F &b 33k M 8 (problems) B H## 4 4 % (solutions) . [4] %
HELEREREIKFNE R, THRE-—HFTENE, FAZHN—KEL, ¥
EHATPRB|NES, KFLCATANASATHRGEIL., BRF ERZ MR
B, EXEBFNEZITE W T'FH B LLM L E :PNFJ@FJ%ﬁ? XEF
A —EEHET A FRET AT GEMAER. HiEhEHEL, RESMHH
B EE, WERTRAREGERFE, —DEATHELFRERNE THBE

SRS IR X E R REEER
It was time for the talent show to begin. The first act
Problem was a band, but the musicians still needed to set up their

instruments. The audience was getting impatient and

Solution starting to complain. The singer for the band went out

on stage and started telling jokes. He kept the audience

laughing until the band was ready to play.

This paragraph describes a problem and a solution. The problem, or difficulty, was
that the audience was getting impatient. The problem was solved when the singer
went out on stage and started telling jokes. How did this action solve the problem?

3



Cedric the Entertainer

Making People Laugh

Cedric Kyles never thought about being a comedian. Instead, he dreamed of
becoming a singer. He constantly amused his family and friends with songs
and dances. His mother, Rosetta, recalls that “he was very bent on entertaining
with singing and dancing.”

Cedric knew he could be funny. His humor was obvious to everyone.
“My mother said I was pretty funny, and I can remember, starting around
junior high school, I was known for being funny,” he says. As a teenager his
reputation had spread to the point that classmates at Berkeley High School
in St. Louis, Missouri, voted him Most Humorous. “I was one of the guys
sitting in the cafeteria who made everyone laugh,” he acknowledges. Still, he
considered comedy to be something he did just for friends. He never seriously
thought of making it his career. “I really thought I was going to be a singer,”
he says.

After high school, Cedric studied communications and theater at Southeast
Missouri State University to prepare for a singing career. When he graduated,
however, he found himself with bills to pay and no singing engagements in
sight. He didn’t want to give up his dream, but he had to be realistic. He had
to find a way to support himself. Reluctantly, Cedric took an office job with an
insurance company. Working in an office wasn’t what he wanted to do, but he
figured he might still look for singing opportunities in his spare time.

Meanwhile, Cedric’s friends were urging him to forget singing and to try
comedy instead. “At the time I was in denial because I considered myself a
singer,” says Cedric. That thought changed one nightin 1988, when he went
to a St. Louis comedy club called the Funny Bone. The club was holding an
open competition. After much prodding from his friends, Cedric went on
stage and mixed song, dance, and poetry with some jokes. He not only won
the contest but also got $500 in prize money. At that point, he'says, “I was
hooked.” After all, he points out, “I never made $500 at singing.”



Determined to see how far he could go on this new career path, he gave up
his day job and focused all his energy on doing stand-up comedy. Soon after
becoming a stand-up comic, Cedric Kyles became Cedric the Entertainer.

It happened when he was getting ready to perform at a local comedy club.
“The emcee used to introduce the next act by saying, ‘So-and-so the comedian
will be out next,”” recalls Cedric. Although the emcee called everyone a
comedian, Cedric didn’t think the label was right for him. “I didn’t want to
be known as a comedian because I didn’t have 30 minutes’ worth of jokes,”
he says. “I would dance, sing—whatever it took to fill that time.” So Cedric
talked to the emcee. “I told him not to call me ‘the comedian’ because I do
more than that. I said, ‘Call me The Entertainer.” And it stuck.” Cedric Kyles
has been known as Cedric the Entertainer ever since.

Many nightclub comedy acts rely on crude humor to make people laugh,
but Cedric’s mother often came to see him perform, and he didn’t want to
embarrass her by telling dirty jokes or using lots of profanity. So he developed
an act that used mostly clean language. “You feel comfortable with me and
that comes from not cursing you out and not coming out being offensive,” he
explains. He uses a friendly, relaxed delivery and bases his humor on everyday
life. As he puts it, “I perform like somebody you already know. The energy
onstage is that we’re all friends here. I just happen to be the one talking.”

Cedric’s career got a boost in 1989, when he happened to attend a comedy
club in Dallas, Texas. The featured comedian was having a horrible night. He
couldn’t get the crowd to laugh. All his jokes were falling flat. It was painful
for Cedric to see a fellow entertainer struggling. Cedric asked club owner Steve
Harvey if he could try his own routine for five minutes. He went on stage and
quickly had everyone roaring with laughter. The crowd gave him a standing

R T B W SRR B
Skill Break
Problem and Solution

Look at paragraph 6 on this page. The paragraph describes a problem and
a solution.

The problem is that the emcee called everyone a comedian, and Cedric didn’t
want to be called a comedian. What is the solution?
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ovation. Not only did Cedric rescue the other comedian but he also proved he
could win over a tough crowd.

After that night, Harvey hired Cedric to perform in his club regularly. “I paid
him the first big money he had ever made as a stand-up,” says Harvey. “That
let him know he could make it. I respect Cedric because I know he’s one of the
funniest guys out there.”

In 1992 Cedric broke into television with an appearance on It’s Showtime at the
Apollo, a variety show taped at the Apollo Theater in the Harlem section of New
York City. He was such a hit that he soon appeared on other shows, including
the Tonight Show with Jay Leno and Politically Incorrect with Bill Maher. In 1996
Cedric joined the cast of The Steve Harvey Show, where he played a high school
coach named Cedric Jackie Robinson. This role earned him four Image Awards
from the NAACP (National Association for the Advancement of Colored People).
It also earned him a chance at his own show, called Cedric the Coach. The show
didn’t last long, but that disappointment didn’t slow Cedric down.

In 1998 he made his first movie appearance in Ride. His second movie, Big
Momma’s House (2000), was a big hit. The same year, he also starred in the
Spike Lee film The Original Kings of Comedy. Perhaps his most famous on-screen
character, however, comes from the movie Barbershop (2002). In that film,
he plays Eddie, an old-timer who has an opinion on just about everything.
Barbershop was the number-one movie across the country for two straight
weeks, and it gained Cedric many new fans. Since then he has appeared in
several other films as well as many television commercials.

Cedric still enjoys doing stand-up comedy, and he still likes to blend it
with singing and dancing as well as acting. He has proved himself to be a
multitalented actor who can perform on stage and screen alike. Yet he remains
open, friendly, and down-to-earth. “I'm a regular dude,” he says, and perhaps
that trait is what makes him so appealing.

.............
------------------------------------------
¢ s e

» In high school, Cedric » His neighbors include .
worked on the school Shaquille O’Neal and George -
newspaper. Clooney, and he works out at

5 b He is known for wearing the gym with Denzel
R &5 mmie stylish hats. Washingtam.
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Activities

u Understanding What You Read

’ Fill in the circle next to the correct answer or write the answer.
1. When he was in school, Cedric did comedy

O A. to keep out of trouble.
O B. just for his friends.
O C. on special occasions.
2. Choose from the letters below to correctly complete the following statement. Write the
letters on the lines.
On the negative side, . but on the positive side,
A. Cedric went to a St. Louis comedy club
B. Cedric won $500 in a comedy contest
C. Cedric could not get any singing engagements
3. Cedric won many awards for his role in
O A. Cedric the Coach.
O B. Barbershop.
O C. The Steve Harvey Show.

4. In which paragraph did you find your information to answer question 3?

5. The author probably wrote this article in order to

O A. inform the reader about a famous entertainer.
O B. entertain the reader with funny performance stories.
O C. persuade the reader to pursue a career in comedy.

Number of Correct Answers: Part A

E Understanding Problem and Solution

’ Read the paragraph below. This paragraph describes a problem and a solution. Fill
in the circle next to the sentence that best describes the problem.

1. After high school, Cedric studied communications and theater at Southeast Missouri
State University to prepare for a singing career. When he graduated, however, he
found himself with bills to pay and no singing engagements in sight. He didn’t want
to give up his dream, but he had to be realistic. He had to find a way to support



himself. Reluctantly, Cedric took an office job with an insurance company. Working
in an office wasn’t what he wanted to do, but he figured he might still look for
singing opportunities in his spare time.

O A. Cedric studied communications and theater.

O B. Cedric had bills to pay and no singing engagements.

O C. Cedric took an office job with an insurance company.

’ Reread the paragraph above. What is the solution to the problem? Write the
solution on the lines.

2.

Number of Correct Answers: Part B

Using Words

‘ Complete each sentence with a word from the box. Write the missing word on the line.

engagements denial emcee profanity offensive

. I think your joke about short people is mean and

She was asked to be the for the awards ceremony.

He was in pain, but he kept on playing because he was in about
being seriously hurt.

Please don’t use when you speak to us.

My boss has scheduled a few speaking for next week.

‘ Choose one of the words from the box. Write a new sentence using the word.

6.

word:

Number of Correct Answers: Part C




m Writing About It

Write Interview Questions

’ Suppose you were to interview Cedric the Entertainer. What four questions
would you like to ask? Write your questions on the lines. Use the checklist on
page 82 to check your work.

Lesson 1 Add your correct answers from parts A, B, and C to get your total
score. Then find the percentage for your total score on the chart below.
Record your percentage on the graph on page 84.

Total Score for Parts A, B, and C

Percentage

IEIBYICN 1 | 2 (3 (4567 8[9[1011/12]13

e[l 8 | 15|23 31|38 46|54(62|69 |77 85|92 (100




