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From among the various folk paper-cuts throughout the whole country, the 12
Shu Xiang (the popular name of Sheng Xiao) is one of the most popular themes.
Shu Xiang is also called Sheng Xiao (the names of 12 symbolic animals as-
sociated with a 12-year cycle). Sheng refers to the year of a person's birth,
Xiao means similarity. The fact that Sheng Xiao takes 12 years to form a
cycle is originated from the ancient Chinese calendar in which the years are
designated by the Heavenly Stems and Earthly Branches. The matching of
12 kinds of animals and the 12 Earthly Branches produces the 12 years of
Zishu, Chouniu, Yinhu, Maotu, Chenlong, Shishe, Wuma, Weiyang, Shenhou,
Youiji, Xugou and Haizhu. The 12 Sheng Xiao is arranged in the order of the
daily activities of the 12 animals.

It is at least before Northern and Southern Dynasties that the associating
between the 12 Earth Branches of animals and the years of human birth came
into being. It became more prevalent in Tang Dynasty. People connect the
" habits and characteristics of the animals with the different dispositions of
human's birth years and even one's whole life. Thereby, the Sheng Xiao Cul-
ture with-typical Chinese characteristics is established. The folk paper-cuts,
which express the themes of 12 symbolic animals, demonstrate the people's
explicit recognition of the Sheng Xiao Culture in the era of farming. They are
not only for decoration, but also express people's wishes to life.
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The second of the twelve Earthly Branches - The Ox

Chou Shi refers to the time from 1am to 3am. It is the time for the ox
to ruminate. At this time, the ox has had enough grass. It is now
enjoying chewing the cud carefully, slowly, and comfortably. Hereby
this period is connected with the ox.

At the traditional farming era, the ox is the most helpful assistant and
the most loyal friends to human beings. The ox can help people
plough, draw carriage. Its meat can be food, its milk can be drink,
and its excrement can be used as fuel. Therefore the whole body of
an ox is a treasure. The ox leaves people the impression of diligence,
loyalty, strength, obedience, working hard without complaining, and
it holds itself aloof from the world. People like it for its fine characters
and strong outlook. To owe two mu of land, one ox, a wife and kids,
and a warm brick bed used to be the ideal life wish for most of people.
Therefore, the image of the ox is very rich and colorful in the folk
paper-cut.
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o BJBAE )] 16.8cm x 18.2cm

The Ox Yanchuan, Shan'xi 16.8cm x 18.2cm

Paper-cut - The Twelve S
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aEg - BRdbedE maZ 22.0cm x 19.5cm

, Shan'xi Gao Jin'ai 22.0cm x 19.5cm

The Twelve Symbolic Animals - the second of the twel ches - The Ox
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13.8cm x 9.lcm

The Ox Gaomi, Shandong 13.8cm x 9.lcm




