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In April 1978, Audrey Topin, renowned staff
writer in National Geographic took several
pages and plentiful beautiful pictures to
introduce the Mausoleum of Qin Shi Huang
to the readers throughout the world, as
quoted in her famous article The Incredible
Miracle: “Qin Shi Huang, the conqueror, was
the first emperor in Chinese history, as well
as the conductor in the construction of the
Great Wall. In 210 B.C., he was buried under
the Mount Li which was as high as a 15-floor
building---”

The Mausoleum of Qin Shi Huang is
the first imperial mausoleum in China, and
also the one with the largest architectural
scale, the most distinct structure and the most
diverse significance.

There lies the mysterious underground
palace which still remains unexcavated and
thousands of unearthed terracotta warriors.

The life-size clay figurines, with various
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expressions, are all wearing colored painting,
which embody the wisdom and artistic
creativity of Chinese people and also provide
abundant material evidence for the study of
military, culture and economy in the Qin
Dynasty. Therefore, the excavation of the
Mausoleum of Qin Shi Huang and terracotta
warriors is known as one of the greatest
discoveries in the history of archaeology in
the 20th century.

This book provides an in-depth
introduction to the Mausoleum of Qin Shi
Huang and terracotta warriors from four
aspects, namely the biography of Qin Shi
Huang and respective introductions to the
imperial mausoleum, terracotta warriors and
funeral objects, in order to let the reader gain
further understanding of this great emperor
and his unprecedented achievements, as
well as the grandeur and mystery of his
mausoleum and the tremendous scale and
delicate details of the terracotta army and
other funeral objects. So, let us travel down
to the foot of the Mount Li, along the bank of
Weihe River, all the way to the Mausoleum
of Qin Shi Huang to unveil its mystery and

charm.
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The “Eternal Emperor” Qin Shi Huang
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Qin Shi Huang (named Ying Zheng), literally the first emperor of the Qin
Dynasty (221 B.C.—-206 B.C.), founded the first unified empire, the Qin
Dynasty, in Chinese history. In 247 B.C., at the age of 13, Ying Zheng
ascended the throne of the State Qin. From 230 B.C. to 221 B.C., Ying
Zheng conquered the other six states successively, namely Han, Wei,
Chu, Zhao, Yan and Qi, and achieved the great cause of unification.
Ying Zheng constructed a unified and centralized multi-ethnic
empire with Han ethnic group as its main body —the Qin Dynasty

(221 B.C.-206 B.C.). After the unification, Qin Shi Huang (Ying
Zheng) implemented many policies: he standardized the Chinese
characters, units of measurements and the national transport
system, which have exerted an extensive and profound influence

on the future generations. He has a far-reaching and significant
effect on both China and the rest of the world, praised as Eternal
Emperor by famous philosopher Li Zhi of the Ming Dynasty
(1368-1644). In 210 B.C., Qin Shi Huang died at the age of 50

in Shagiu (now Xingtai City, Hebei Province) during his tour to
eastern China.



e

REDTEER

28

SI0LLIRA B1I0DRA3] pue BuBNH IYS UID JO WN3josnepy ay|

> fi—<E

SR (AT475—R1221 ) B
HE P EECAESG R —.
JA ERE AP — Bl g, &
2 8] ) AR R S AN o A2 BT
AL RIS T Z i ||
F.OOEOME B BB, B2EN
W EEE DR FF UL R A
) . A B RS AR B8 7 Al
EAWZ, P, BHEANSER
B RO VES I T, T AEVE R Y
SEHFET b, BEE SRR
HAT

ZEMBCERZ G, THEEN
RERZR, EHRE T HE. B
FIWETEIFAE. £—KTFHitT
. TEME, BRZENEREHE
FoAE AT — AN 3 15 [ ) ) & T 2 5
K, A JE) B I HA S E ) TR

> Unifying the Other Six States

The end of the Warring State Period
(475 B.C.-221 B.C.) is one of the most
turbulent periods in Chinese history. The
power and influence of the Eastern Zhou
Dynasty (770 B.C.-256 B.C.) was further
crippled and the wars among different
states continued constantly. In the vast
areas along the Yangtze River and Yellow
River, the wars for supremacy among the
Seven Warring States Qi, Chu, Yan, Han,
Zhao, Wei and Qin occurred frequently.
The scales and operational modes of
the wars varied continuously as well.
The infantry, cavalry and crossbowman
gradually became the principal force.
And in terms of the strength and tactical
skill in the battle, State Qin gradually
dominated the whole situation.

When Ying Zheng, the King of State
Qin, was in power, State Qin reached its

heyday with the previous accumulation of
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Portrait of Qin Shi Huang
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wealth. Ying Zheng began to implement
his plan of conquering the other six states
and unifying the country. Although the
military force of Qin exceeded that of any
other states at that time, it had to face the
situation of “the sharing hatred towards
the same enemy” of the rest six states
at the same time. Since Qin’s power
could not rival the united strength of the
other six states. Therefore, Ying Zheng
demonstrated his talent as an outstanding
strategist and employed the tactic of
“befriending the distant Qi and Yan while
attacking the nearby Zhao and Han”, in
order to prevent the other six states from
forming an alliance.

In 236 B.C., Ying Zheng instructed
two military generals Wang Jian and
Yang Duan to command 300,000 Qin’s
soldiers to attack State Zhao. Depending
on the advantage of superior military
strength, Qin’s troop took Shangdang
County (now in the southeast of Shanxi
Province) and Hejian region. In the next
year, the Qin’s troop seized several other
important cities of State Zhao and killed
more than 100,000 Zhao’s soldiers. In
233 B.C., the Qin’s troop approached
Handan, the capital city of State Zhao and

captured the city in less than 3 months.
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The weaker State Wei and State Yan
were destroyed soon. The largest enemies
faced by State Qin were State Qi and
State Chu at that moment. Comparing
the military strength of these two states,
it was clear that State Chu was far more
powerful than State Qi. However, Qi
obtained stronger national power and
also maintained a formidable army.
Therefore, it would be inevitable to fall
into an arduous battle with both states at
the same time if the Qin’s troop attacked
State Qi first; in addition, it was highly
possible for State Qin to be confronted
with the converging attack of the Qi and
Chu’s troops. Given the possibility, Ying
Zheng adopted the tactic of “focusing
main force on main enemy”, namely
launching assault on State Chu.

In 225 B.C., the commander Li Xin
led 200,000 Qin’s troop to attack State
Chu under the order of Qin Shi Huang
but was defeated. In 224 B.C., Wang
Jian was appointed by Ying Zheng to
command 600,000 troops to assault
State Chu. Learning the lesson from the
failure of Li Xin who “underestimated
the enemy and advanced rashly”, Wang
Jian and his troops were stationed in the
military camps persistently and refused

to march army for battle. Within the
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barracks, the Qin’s troop conserved their
strength. Then, while the time was right,
Qin’s troop organized an assault on Chu’s
army and won the whole war. State Chu
was destroyed.

It was difficult for State Qi to protect
and support itself alone after State Chu
perished. State Qi was conquered after
only one battle with State Qin.

In 221 B.C., Ying Zheng, the King
of State Qin accomplished the great
undertaking of China’s unification, which

opened a new chapter of Chinese history.
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Dagger-axe Enchased with Cloud Pattern Bronze Sword with Cloud Pattern and a
(Warring States Period, 475 B.C.-221 Two-ring Hilt (Warring States Period, 475
B.C.) B.C.-221 B.C.)
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> The First Sovereign Emperor

During the Spring and Autur;m Period
and Warring States Period (770 B.C. —
221 B.C.), rulers of the states were titled
Jun (chief) or Wang (king). In the late
Warring States Period, the leaders of
State Qin and State Qi were once called
Di (emperor).

After the unification of China, Ying
Zheng believed that the previous Jun,

Wang and Di could not represent his

. distinguished status and outstanding

contributions. According to the Three
Sovereigns and Five Emperors (San
Huang Wu Di, titles of mythological
rulers in ancient times), Ying Zheng
invented a new title for himself as
Huangdi (sovereign emperor), meaning
that his virtues and contributions could
be compared with or even exceed that of
the Three Sovereigns and Five Emperors.

From then on, the honorific title Huangdi
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was succeeded by the highest rulers
in Chinese feudal society afterwards
for more than 2,000 years. As the first
sovereign emperor in Chinese history,
Ying Zheng also praised himself as Shi
Huangdi namely the First Emperor. For
the longevity of his family’s domination,
Qin Shi Huang instructed that the
successors who would inherit the throne
should continue to use titles like Huangdi
Il and Huangdi 111 generation after
generation after his death.

The occurrence of the title Huangdi
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Three Sovereigns and Five

Emperors

Three Sovereigns and Five Emperors are
rulers in ancient time in China. Three
Sovereigns refers to the three emperors
in early Chinese history, generally
known as Suiren, Fuxi and Shennong.
These also mean three respective ages
in ancient times, namely Suiren is on
behalf of the enlightment of civilization,
Fuxi the age of civilization and
Shennong the age of agriculture. Five
Emperors emerged after Shennong’s but
before Xiayu’s appearance, normally
indicating Yellow Emperor, Zhuanxu,
Diku (Emperor Ku), Tangyao (Emperor
Yao) and Yushun (Emperor Shun).
They belonged to different independent
dynasties with a time span of
approximately 400 to 500 years, about
more than 4,000 years ago.

reflects a new ruling concept was born.
The combination of Huang (sovereign)
and Di (emperor) by Qin Shi Huang
implies two meanings. Firstly, it refers
to the emperor’s divine right. Qin Shi
Huang affirmed that his honorable
position was granted by the God,
Huangdi refers to the whole world, which
is to say that the emperor represents the
God to execute the right of ruling the
world. Secondly, it reflects that Qin Shi
Huang not only wanted to be the ruler of
human beings but also wanted to live an
immortal life and become the omnipotent
god. Qin Shi Huang deified his power by
entitling himself as Huangdi.

In order to demonstrate his divine
right as the emperor, Qin Shi Huang
implemented a series of measures,
including calling himself Zhen. The
meaning of Zhen is I or me, which could
be used by normal people previously.
However, from then on, Zhen could
be exclusively used by the emperor.
Additionally, the reference to the
Emperor’s name in writing was forbidden
and tabooed. In the official documents,
whenever the word Huangdi appeared, it
should be written on a new line without
leaving space at the beginning. The

purpose of implementing these rules
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was to highlight the special position of
the emperor and his imperial family,
stress the difference of the emperor from
the normal public and strengthen the

authority of imperial power in people’s
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Sealing Clay of “Youyang Assistant Officer’s
Seal” (Qin Dynasty, 221 B.C.-206 B.C.)

In the central government, Qin Shi Huang
nominated Chengxiang (counselors-in-chief),
Taiwei (minister of war) and Yushi Dafu (censor-
in-chief). There were two counselors-in-chief as
the heads of all officials whose main task was
to deal with governmental affairs; the minister of
war was responsible for the military affairs; the
censor-in-chief was in charge of maps, books and
household register as well as the supervision of all
officials and provided assistance to the counselor-
in-chief. Below the counselor-in-chief, minister
of war and censor-in-chief, there were several
officers-in-charge whose main job included the
concrete administrative affairs. The counselor-in-
chief, minister of war, censor-in-chief and other
major officials should conduct discussions on the
governmental affairs and based on that, worked
out feasible plans for the emperor to decide.
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mind.

To govern the country
effectively, based on the experience
of arranging and setting up official
positions in the Warring States
Period (475 B.C.-221 B.C.), Qin
Shi Huang established a relatively
integrated feudal centralized system
and administrative organization.
Furthermore, drawing lessons
from the tangled warfare and the
separation situation during the
Spring and Autumn Period and
Warring States Period (770 B.C. -
221 B.C.), Qin Shi Huang abolished
the system of enfeoffment at the
local level and implemented the
system of prefectures and counties.
He divided the country into 36

counties and later added to 41.
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Epang Palace, by Yuan Yao (Qing Dynasty, 1644-1911)

The Epang Palace was built in the 35th year of Qin Shi Huang's reign (212 B.C.). After the unification, Qin Shi
Huang built several palaces in the capital city Xianyang, among which the Epang Palace was the broadest in
scale.




