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I Love Cities

Ellen Eichenwald Switzer

Precis ol _____.

ENBRET AR THEREFHR KR TARRT P FENRFERE.
BAHERAREERERTEHR, BRXTIHTE FWHFE. EEEHFNH
HREMBEE AMNEREREFECHWAESEMTERE. ABREHNERF A
REAMNGHEEZENAWMTHHZEN,

Do you like urban life or suburban life? Can you give some reasons for your

choice? What’s your opinion about people’s removal from the countryside to the
city? Can you point out several problems existing in big cities and come up with

your solutions?

1. reconcile (para. 2) 2. bankruptcy (para. 2)
3. congestion (para. 2) 4. filthy (para. 2)
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5. sleazy (para. 2) 6. teeming (para. 2)

7. strangle (para. 3) 8. literally (para. 3)

9. administration (para. 3) 10. squalid (para. 5)

11. tenement (para. 5) 12. tyrannical (para. 5)
13. vegetation (para. 6) 14. prevail (para. 7)

15. vital (para. 7) 16. beat (para. 7)

17. hygiene (para. 7) 18. semi-illiterate (para. 7)
19. ready-made (para. 7) 20. humane (para. 7)

1 I love cities, living in them, working in them, visiting them, and learning
about their similarities and differences. Over the years, I have made my home
in Berlin, Germany; Rome. Italy; Ankara', Turkey; and New York and New
Haven, U.S. A.

2 In the past ten years, it has become increasingly difficult to reconcile how I
feel about cities with what I am forced to think about them.? There’s no doubt
about it: Today’s cities and the people who live in them face serious problems.
Headlines® tell us, almost daily, that some of my favorite cities are on the verge
of* financial and social bankruptcy’. All the evils of life® in our decade seem to
be concentrated in cities: pollution, congestion’, overpopulation. poverty,
drug abuse, and crime. If one mentions such adjectives as filthy®, sleazy®, run-
down , corruption-ridden' . or teeming' , what immediately comes to mind is a
street in the large city one knows best.

3  Some cities seem to be strangling' in their own traffic jams. Others are
almost buried under a mountain of uncollected garbage and trash. Venice is
literally sinking into the water™ and Mexico City into the ground' . Cities seem
to get the worst of bad government, and the best and most progressive
administrations seem to have run out of"” ideas on how to solve urban
difficulties. And yet, to millions of people throughout the world, cities are still

a symbol of hope.
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4 Although some cities (New York, for instance) seem to be losing
population, very few city dwellers move into the rural countryside. Instead,
they move either to another city or to an area around the city. From the air,
some cities look like an ever-expanding doughnut. The center is becoming an
empty hole, while the outer edges expand.

5 What are people looking for when they leave the countryside in which their
families have lived for generations and move to large and problem-ridden cities?
Everyday life for them seems to get worse, not better. Often they seem to get
the worst in housing. education. health care, and jobs that their countries have
to offer. And yet they rarely return to the rural area they have left. Some
governments have tried persuasion and the promise of better homes, education,
and health care to get families living in squalid'® huts or tenements'” in inner
cities to go back into the farm country from which they came. Other, more
tyrannical® governments, have forcibly'” moved people out of the city and back
to the country, only to see them come back to the cities as soon as official
pressure allowed.

6 We don’t really need statistics to prove to us that we are becoming.,
increasingly, an urban planet. The astronauts, flying their spaceship far above
the globe, may have seen the earth as green and blue: vegetation® and water.
From an airplane, which gives us a closer view, the earth looks mainly gray and
brown by day. black with millions of twinkling lights by night . ..

7 From my trip around the world, the most important conclusion that I
reached was that cities, large and small, European, Asian, African, or
American, all have their share of problems. But they are not, in and of
themselves, the problem.* In even the most frighteningly confused, poverty-
stricken, seemingly hopeless urban areas we found a community spirit® that
123

seemed to prevail” against all difficulties. Everywhere there were creative,

vital** people: from the policeman walking the beat® in London’s most crowded
slums to the woman physician in New Delhi®® trying to cope with® four times the
number of sick and dying than her hospital could hold; from a high city official

in Jerusalem® who worked with a loaded submachine gun® slung behind his
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chair to a home economics teacher in Katmandu® teaching the first principles®™
of health and hygiene® to a class of semi-illiterate® girls. These people, of
course, did not have ready-made* solutions to their city’s problems; but all felt
that there was no reason to give up hope, that with planning, hard work, and a
lot of luck their cities might yet be made into places where families might live

and someday work in decent and humane® surroundings.

Our Urban Planet by Ellen Eichenwald Switzer, published in 1980, discusses the
growth and development of various types of cities, urban problems and their
solutions, and what the future may hold for cities.

1. Ankara — previously Angora, capital of Turkey. The city is the country’s
second largest city after Istanbul, which also serves as the capital of Ankara
Province. It has a mean elevation of 938 meters.

2. it has become increasingly difficult to reconcile how I feel about cities with what
I am forced to think about them — it has been more and more difficult for me
to bring into accord my feelings towards cities and the expression they have
directly left on me.
reconcile — bring into consonance or accord; become friendly with sb.
after arguing. Example:

How can you reconcile your fur coat and your love of animals?
The two brothers were finally reconciled with each other after not speaking
for years.

3. headlines — the most important items of news in a newspaper or a broadcast
news bulletin. Example:

The war against corruption began to hit the headlines.

4. on the verge of — to be about to do something. Example:
scientists on the verge of a major breakthrough

5. financial and social bankruptcy — the state of the financial collapse and

social decline
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bankruptcy — inability to discharge all your debts when they come due; a
total lack of particular good quality. Example:
The company had to declare bankruptcy.

the moral bankruptcy of the materialistic society

6. all the evils of life — all the harmful and undesirable things of life

7. congestion — excessive traffic crowdedness

8. filthy — extremely or unpleasantly dirty; filled or smeared with offensive matter

10.

11.

12.

13.

The boys were filthy when they came in from football.
a filthy joke, filthy language, filthy mind

. sleazy — dirty, cheap and not socially decent, esp. with moral or sexual

matters. Example:

sleazy all-night cafés and bars

corruption-ridden — full of or infested with corruption. Example.
problem-ridden , crime-ridden

She was guilt-ridden when she discovered that the business had failed
because of her.

teeming — full of people, animals, etc. that are all moving around.
Example:

The jungles are teeming with life.

strangling — struggling for breath; having insufficient oxygen intake
strangle — kill sb. by pressing their throat so that they cannot breathe;
hinder the development or activity of. Example:

The victim was strangled with a scarf.

We cannot allow bureaucracy to strangle initiative.

Venice is literally sinking into the water — Venice is actually submerging into
the water.

Venice — a city in northern Italy known both for tourism and for industry.
Venice has been named as “City of Water,” “City of Masks,” “City of
Bridges,” “The Floating City” and “City of Canals.” It has been described
by Times Online as being one of Europe’s most romantic cities.

sinking of Venice — Six hundred years ago, Venetians protected themselves



