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PASSAGE 1

The History of the Yellow Ribbon

History and Meaning of the Yellow Ribbon

The yellow ribbon is being displayed quite prominently in America these days. The
yellow ribbons began appearing in large numbers after the Gulf War when we began sending
large numbers of troops overseas to the Middle East.

What is the history behind the display of ribbons? For a long time ribbons have been
kept as a symbol of remembrance of men and women who served in places far from home.
They have been kept especially by wives, mothers and sisters in times of war in memory of
their soldier boys abroad. They are powerful symbols of the ties that bind. Many military
medals have ribbons attached to them.

Young women in former times would tie ribbons in their hair. In this they would be
telling the world that they are set apart and not available for courtship. They are remembering
someone, or waiting for someone special. Right now he has gone out from them. He is
abroad. But he is with them in spirit. And he will be back. He will be coming home to them
some day. Until that day of his return they will wait for him. He occupies a special place
in their hearts. They will remember him with their display of the ribbon. And they will tell
others about him.

Ribbons' kept in remembrance of those with whom we have a special bond. There
is the sense ‘ je remember these special ones and lift them up in a communal way
they could b

reminders of

st. This would bring us into a world of desolation. The ribbons are

‘whom we love, lest we forget them.

ome say that it dates back to 1981
with the re i from Iran. have we seen the yellow ribbon
before then? re an e ry of the yellow ribbgns?

We see w ribbons on display all around us today. As a nation and as a community
the yellow ribbons are out for all to see. We think of oﬁr soldiers, sailors, and airmen abroad.
They have gone out from amongst us to places far away. Now they are in arms way. Many of
them are facing our foes. We remember them. And we pray for their safe return.

She Wore a Yellow Ribbon

Some have traced the tradition back to the song “Round her neck she wore a yellow



n" "haﬁ been a:mund in various forms for 400 years. A film with a similar

ellaw Ribbon came out in 1949. It starred John Wayne. In this film it is ‘
‘ 5yeﬂow bandanas worn by officers of the U.S. Cavalry in the 19th
( ﬂnmcﬁan to the yellow ribbons as well? ;

’ " “‘erestmg elements to this song of legend. It may help us in our ‘
the meanmg of the yellow ribbon. In the song, the lady i in question testifies to her
e yéllnw nbbon to remember him. He was the one who tied the yellow

He dld:‘thls because he would be leaving her for a period of time.

it g to the song m tied the yellow ribbon in her hair because of the bold look in

g and because of her golden hair. In the symbolism there is a question about the girl

t“seﬂ’ms to be related with the meamng of the yellow ribbon. Her lover is not entlrely sure

T ”Th‘ere is _atso a reference to her golden hair. If the girl in question proves true this
' tobe a ‘mtmse of a future crowning glory. We pick up this theme in the song as

Andrews stters back in the 40s.

of the Yelﬁlow‘ Ribbon _ ‘

rch "akeé us b’dck to America’s early beginnings. There does not seem to be

1 of the yellow nbbon with the American Indians. So we begin to look at the

“s who came to the New World. The yellow ribbon tradition must have been

in Wlth the Eﬁropean settlers. ‘But which ones? Could the Pilgrims or the Puritans (i&
?bmught itto Amenca with them?

‘were certamly the movers and shakers of their time. And as the 1600’s
*p’ they d,hzgh impes for a bnghter future in England. But they found that the

lass were not ones to sit amund waxtmg on ceremony. And they wanted immediate
1 their demands '

An cnmomous (ﬁ?‘!ﬂ’]) war of words went on for some years between
and ng Charles L It finally erupted into outright civil war. :
n‘tansf ,tac)k to the battlefield against the king in the 1640’s. It is when we begin to
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look into the English Civil War that we get our first big break. Right here on the battlefields
of the Puritan Revolution we can clearly see the yellow ribbons. We see them being displayed
quite clearly on their battledress. Indeed, the yellow ribbons are part of the heraldry (40 %)
of the Puritan Army. The soldiers of Oliver Cromwell’s Puritan Army wore a yellow ribbon.
These were worn onto the battlefield. The ribbons were worn as identifiers to mark out friend
from foe in the chaos of battle.

(1062 words)
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Finishing Time:

Suggested Reading Time: 8 minutes
Flesch-Kincaid Grade Level: 11
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1. The yellow ribbons began appearing in large numbers
A. after the Civil War
B. when America sent large numbers of troops overseas
C. after the Gulf War
D. when America sent large numbers of troops to Iran
2. For a long time yellow ribbons have been kept as a symbol of
A. memory of men and women who served in places far from home
B. remembrance of men and women who stayed far from home
C. powerful military medals
D. boys abroad
3. Young women in former times would remember their special ones far away by

A. the display of a red ribbon in their hair

B. the display of a yellow ribbon in their hands
C. the display of a yellow ribbon in their hair
D. none of the above



