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PREFACE

A cademic Writing”™ is one of the key courses for university students

majoring in English in China. This course is designed to help
students learn how to write a course paper and /or a BA thesis and to
lay a foundation for writing more advanced academic papers in English
for their future career. However. in many departments or schools of
foreign languages across the country. especially in those that have
been established recently. this course has been set up and taught rather
haphazardly. The main cause for this situation. among other things. is
the absence of a good textbook thoughtfully written to meet the special
needs for this rather challenging course. hence the inclusion of this
textbook in the *National Textbook Project in the Tenth Five-year
Planning” authorized by the Ministry of Education.

As indicated by the title. this book is an “essential” guide to ef-
fective academic writing in English. By that it is meant that it does not
pretend to cover every single one of all the important issues that are
related to academic writing. That would have been a much more ambi-
tious project with a much more “comprehensive” approach than has
been adopted by this book. However. this book covers all of the most
important aspects related to effective academic writing. Therefore.
modest in scope and depth as it is. this book is “essential” — meaning
a must — to all advanced undergraduate students. beginning graduate
students. and any professionals in China who are serious about grasp-
ing the basics and improving their abilities in academic writing for an
English-speaking audience.

The book is a result of collaborative work between two scholar-
teachers (or teacher-scholars) drawing heavily on their own extensive
teaching and writing experiences and their research work (e.g.. Qi’s

This course is also called Writing of Research Papers in English or Graduation Paper
Writing in English in different universities or colleges.
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Success in Advanced English Writing: A Comprehensive Guide . Shang-
hai Foreign Language Education Press. 2000) both in China and in the
United States. Informed by current theories and pedagogies in compo-
sition studies. the book is written specifically for Chinese students and
other professionals and to guide them toward success in effective aca-
demic writing in English. Therefore. it will prove more valuable to
readers in China than other such guides or handbooks “imported.”
wholesale, from abroad.

Another notable value of this book is the group of academic essays
written by student authors collected in the Appendix. While their top-
ics. ranging from social to literary. are treated with varying levels of
depth and sophistication. these essays serve as excellent examples of
student academic writing although readers should not look at them as
models per se.

Finally. this book can be used either as a textbook for a semester-
long advanced writing course. or as a reference book for anyone, par-
ticularly those students in self-taught programs. who may need a
clear. concise. and easy-to-use guide for writing in academic settings
in English.

We are deeply indebted to all the authors from whom we have
quoted and to Sarah Gass. Bridget Sibthorp. Cassandra Stevenson.
Brian Hancock. Frank Y. Qi. Katie Hydinger. Marita C. Masuch.
Dennis DeSantis. and Alice A. Barfoot for granting us the permission
to reprint their essays in this book.

CHENG Aimin
QI Shouhua
2004.8
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CHAPTER 1

Academic Writing: An Introduction

1.1

Academic Writing: A Definition

What is academic writing? Before trying to answer the question.

let’s look at the following scenarios:

It’s Julong Wang’s second year in the economics program at
Beijing University. A talented student and fledgling economist.
Julong is from a small village in a mountainous area in Shanxi
Province. While surfing in new macro- and microeconomic theo-
ries. Julong has one thing constantly on his mind: the small vil-
lage that still suffers from shortage of water and absence of elec-
tricity or phone services. Everyday in his mind’s eye he would see
his father whose back is bent by too much hard work. and whose
dry wrinkled face is darkened by too much exposure to the cutting
wind and burning sun. Julong still remembers the day he left
home for Beijing. Father insisted on carrying Julong’s bundle of
things on his old back as they were walking along the little muddy
path toward the first bus-stop 15 miles away. Father didn’t say
much that day. but Julong noticed some sadness and a sparkle of
hope in his eyes. Julong wants to write an essay describing what
life is like in that small village so that his fellow students would
know how ....

Michelle Williams is an international student studying Chi-
nese language and culture at the Beijing Languages University.



