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Preface

During 2005-2010, Chinese Government conducted a development-oriented poverty allevia-
tion project, China Poor Rural Communities Development Project (PRCDP for short) , in 18 pov-
erty-stricken counties of Guangxi, Sichuan and Yunnan, using the joint loan from the World Bank
and Department for International Development of England. As a part of PRCDP, the Poverty Mo-
nitoring and Evaluation Survey ( PMES for short) was carried out in PRCDP areas, on the base of
the cooperation of the State Council Leading Group Office of Poverty Alleviation and Development,
National Bureau of Statistics and its branches in Guangxi, Sichuan and Yunnan. NBS was respon-
sible for the operation and management of PRCDP PMES. The NBS survey offices and county-level
survey teams in project areas took part in the data collection. In 2011, NBS set up the Department
of Household Surveys to manage and organize various sampling surveys such as rural and urban
household survey, poverty monitoring survey and migrants monitoring survey and so on. As an im-
portant special survey aimed at poverty-stricken people, the PRCDP poverty monitoring and evalu-
ation survey was also transfered from the Rural Department of NBS to the Department of Household
Surveys.

The PRCDP poverty monitoring and evaluation survey was conducted during 2006 — 2010.
The sample involved 1 800 households from 180 villages and was selected by NBS under the two-
level random sampling method. The data was collected through diary-book keeping as well as visit-
ing interview at both the village level and the household level. During the five years, NBS had
carried out trainings for four times to raise the statistical ability of staffs at county level and to con-
trol the data quality. The final report of Poverty Monitoring and Evaluation Survey was based on
the data collected from the 5-year survey. There are seven chapters in this report: Chapter One is
about the introduction to PRCDP project and poverty monitoring approaches ; Chapter Two is about
the background of social and economic development in rural China between 2006 and 2010 ; Chap-
ter Three, poverty situation and the changes in PRCDP areas; Chapter Four, the improvements of
low-income rural households; Chapter Five, improvements of ethnic minority rural households;
Chapter Six, participation in public affairs and Chapter Seven, the impact evaluation of PRCDP
areas.

The Report is complied to reflect poverty conditions, household welfare, development oppor-
tunities and their changes in the project areas, and we try to evaluate the impact of PRCDP objec-

tively. However, there may be some differences between the effect shown through data and the re-
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al influence of the project, because the project effect ( some long-term project activities in particu-
lar) may lag behind the process of project activities themselves. In addition, we should pay atten-
tion to the large gaps of initial conditions and the dynamic factors between project villages and
non-project villages among the areas. Any suggestions and comments are deeply welcome.

As the project went on, many experts contributed their valuable suggestions and advice. In
particular, we would like to appreciate Mr Alan Piazza, Mr Li Guo and Ms Liu Xiaofan from the
World Bank and Mr Ou Qingping, Liu Sheng’an and Ms Wang Jing from Foreign Capital Project
Management Center of the State Council Leading Group Office of Poverty Alleviation and Develop-
ment. We thank for all the help.

Editors
May, 2011
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