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CHAPTER L
Mrs. Rachel Lynde is Surprised

Mrs. Rachel Lynde lived just where the Avonlea main road dipped
down into a little hollow, fringed® with alders® and ladies’ eardrops and
traversed® by a brook that had its source away back in the woods of the
old Cuthbert place.

There are plenty of people in Avonlea and out of it, who can attend
closely to their neighbor’s business by dint of® neglecting® their own;
but Mrs. Rachel Lynde was one of those capable® creatures who can
manage their own concerns and those of other folks into the bargain®.

She was sitting there one afternoon in early June. Thomas Lynde —
a meek © little man whom Avonlea people called “Rachel Lynde’s
husband” — was sowing® his late turnip® seed on the hill field beyond
the barn; and Matthew Cuthbert ought to have been sowing his on the
big red brook field away over by Green Gables. Mrs. Rachel knew that
he ought because she had heard him tell Peter Morrison the evening
before in William J. Blair’s store over at Carmody that he meant to sow
his turnip seed the next afternoon.

And yet here was Matthew C uthbert, at half-past three on the
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@ fringe /frind3/ vt. AP
15} (be fringed with)
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§ Anne of Green Gables

afternoon of a busy day, placidly® driving over the hollow and up the
hill; moreover, he wore a white collar and his best suit of clothes,
which was plain proof that he was going out of Avonlea; and he had the
buggy® and the sorrel® mare®, which betokened® that he was going a
considerable distance. Now, where was Matthew Cuthbert going and why
was he going there?

“I’ll just step over to Green Gables after tea and find out from
Marilla where he’s gone and why,” the worthy woman finally concluded.

Accordingly after tea Mrs. Rachel set out; she had not far to go;
the big, rambling®, orchard®-embowered® house where the Cuthberts
lived was a scant® quarter of a mile up the road from Lynde’s Hollow.
Matthew Cuthbert’s father, as shy and silent as his son after him, had
got as far away as he possibly could from his fellow men without
actually retreating® into the woods when he founded his homestead.
Mrs. Rachel Lynde did not call living in such a place LIVING at all.

“It’s just STAYING, that’s what,” she said as she stepped along
the deep-rutted®, grassy lane bordered with wild rose bushes. “It’s no
wonder Matthew and Marilla are both a little odd®, living away back
here by themselves.” With this she stepped out of the lane into the
backyard of Green Gables.

Mrs. Rachel rapped® smartly at the kitchen door and stepped in
when bidden to do so. The kitchen at Green Gables was a cheerful
apartment — or would have been cheerful if it had not been so painfully
clean as to give it something of the appearance of an unused parlor. Here
sat Marilla Cuthbert, knitting, and the table behind her was laid for
supper.

“Good evening, Rachel,” Marilla said briskly®. “This is a real fine

evening, isn’t it? Won’t you sit down? How are all your folks?”
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@ placidly /' plesidly adv. F
b, Fapit

@ buggy /'bag/ n. RRID %
® sorrel /'soral/ adj. W EH
@ mare /mes/ n. B3, HI
® betoken /br'toukasn/ vt. HlR

® rambling /'reembliy/ adj. #
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@ orchard /'a:tfad/ n. REHE
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@ deep-rutted adj. HRREM
#
®@ odd /od/ adj. H1EHI

® rap /reep/ vi. B, Wi

® briskly /'briskly/ adv. i&3%
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. Anne of Green Gables

Something that for lack of any o ther name might be called
friendship existed and always had existed between Marilla Cuthbert and
Mrs. Rachel, in spite of — or perhaps because of — their dissimilarity®.

Marilla was a tall, thin woman, with angles and without curves;
her dark hair showed some gray streaks® and was always twisted® up in
a hard little knot behind with two wire hairpins ® stuck aggressively
through it.

“We’re all pretty well,” said Mrs. Rachel. “I was kind of afraid
YOU weren’t, though, when I saw Matthew starting off today. I thought
maybe he was going to the doctor’s.”

“Oh, no, I'm quite well although I had a bad headache yesterday,”
Marilla said. “Matthew went to Bright River. We’re getting a little boy
from an orphan® asylum® in Nova Scotia and he’s coming on the train
tonight.”

“Are you in earmest ©, Marilla? ” she demanded when voice
returned to her.

“Yes, of course,” said Marilla, as if getting boys from orphan
asylums in Nova Scotia were part of the usual spring work on any well-
regulated Avonlea farm instead of being an unheard of innovation®.

Mrs. Rachel prided herself on always speaking her mind ®; she
proceeded to speak it now, having adjusted her mental attitude to this
amazing piece of news.

“Well, Marilla, I'll just tell you plain that I think you’re doing a
mighty foolish thing — a risky thing, that’s what. You don’t know what
you're getting. You’re bringing a strange child into your house and
home and you don’t know a single thing about him nor what his
disposition® is like nor what sort of parents he had nor how he’s likely
to turn out. Why, it was only last week I read in the paper how a man

and his wife up west of the Island took a boy out of an orphan asylum
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