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Foreword

The true essence of Chinese ink—and—wash
painting is its poctic expressiveness and musical
harmony. Master painters have long been aspiring
to explore fully the suggestive and melodious qual-
ities in painting. Though centuries of history saw
the vicissitudes of Chinese ink—and wash painting
with its rise and decline, the new era of flowering
and maturity has finally come, with its new expres-
sion, eulogizing the ancient Chinese civilization As
an embodiment of the wit and wisdom of the
Chinese civilization, it has remained one of the
most popular art forms. It certainly has an immense
realm of expression and creativity.

Professor Yuan Weixin excels in flower—and
bird painting and specializes in small—scale
freehand brushwork composition. While he pays
attention to the cultural heritage, he lays emphasis
on the originality of artistic expression. Therefore
he has developed a distinct style of his own. His
freehand flower—and-bird sketches show clearly
human strong love for nature. Different light and
shade of color come from his profound emotional
world, and his aesthetic perception results from his
close observation of the melodious harmony of na-
ture. His paintings are an extension of his life's vi-
tality. For many years he immersed himself in the
elegant realm of ink—and—wash painting. Dawn
and twilight saw his tireless endeavor in artistic
creatioon. Sixty years of painstaking strive to
achieve his artistic goal has substantially enriched
his life with its bitterness and sweetness, agony
and ecstasy. When he was alone in his artistic
world, he forgot his own existence, intoxicating in
the aesthetic expression of nature’s profusion and
profundity. After years of conscientious devotion to
art he has achieved an eminent success in flower—
and—bird painting. His compositions are character-
ized by fresh approach, aesthetic perception, poetic
coloring and straightforward treatment Therefore
his paintings have formed an artistic world of natu-
ral beauty—flowers and birds—with its hamony,
sweetness fragrance, elegance and vitality, quite
appealing to the audience.

Years of teaching in universities has made Pro
fessor Yuan Weixin meticulous in his research and
austere Iin his composition. His motto of art has al-
ways been that the marrow of art lies in simplicity.
He has made up his mind to present complicated

world through terse, simple and sincere paintings,
and to make his artistic composition the expression
of his emotions with “full throated ease”.

In his flower—and—bird paintings he has tried
to seize the essence of beauty, because nature is
beautiful. His compositions are vivid and animated
because nature is never static. Since nature is
unadorned, his artistic world of flowers and birds
spontaneously flows out of his profoud heart and
mind through his simple and sincere treatment.

Mr Yuan started painting in his early childhood
. his father Yuan Boquan, a renowned ink—and-—
wash painter in Henan, was very strict in training
him. The artistic at mosphoere in the family was an
art "eyeopener” for him. Later, he studied with Ye
Tongxuan, a famous painter, and afterwards he be-
came an art student of Mr Zhou Zhongfu, under
whose guidance he made ropid progress in mas-
tering painting techniques. After he entered Central
China Normal University, he achieved a style of his
own, through strict and systemetic training. Years
of practice in painting has made his artistic compo-
sitions more mature. To him, tradition is something
to be cherished and transcended. He has absorbed
the essence of master painters, ancient and modern

, oriental and western, as well as his fellow painters
. His paintings have attracted much public atten-
tion, been well received, and collected by connois-
seurs from the U.S., Britain, Japan, Thailand and
other countries.

Professor Yuan is forever a praiser of natural
beauty because he loves nature wHoleheartedly. He
is endowed with the power of presenting beauty
with simplicity, limpidity and poeticness. His sim-
ple and graceful style is also infused with the
charming spirit of modern art.

Though Professor Yuan is getting on in years,
he has retained the youthful vigor and vitality. It
can be expected that his paintings will definitely
experience a "rebirth”.
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About the Painter

Yuan Weixin, also known as Yuan Ding,
is a professor of the Arts Department, Henan
Normal University. He was born in Suixian
County, Henan Province in 1931. In his
childhood he was tutored by renowned
Chinese flower—and—bird painters Mr. Yuan
Boquan and Mr. Ye Tongxuan. He graduated
from the Fine Arts Department, Central China
Normal University. A fine arts teacher and ed-
itor, he is also Deputy Director of Xinxiang
Cultural Center; Vice Chairman of Xinxiang
Fine Arts Association; Director of the Teach-
ing and Research Office of Traditional
Chinese Painting, Arts Department, Henan
Normal University; senior adviser of Flower—
and—Bird Association. He is also a member
of All—China Crafts and Fine Arts Associa-
tion; Industrial Designing Association; Re-
search Institution of Traditional Chinese
Painting, Chinese UNESCO Center; Chinese
Artists’ Association, Henan Branch; Henan
Arts Education Commission. Many of his
paintings have been exhibited, published,
and collected as valuable art works by friends
from the U.S., Britain, Thailand, and other
countries. He has received many prizes and
awards. He had his one—man exhibition of
flower—and—bird paintings in 1991. His
paintings were accepted as exhibits in North
Carolina Arts Exchange Exhibition in 1992.
His compasitions were collected the large al-
bum of paintings” Masterpieces of 20th-
Century Intemational Modern Art Works”. His
style of paintings can be summarized as me-
ticulous, simple and natural. His artistic at-
tainments have been fully shown in his
freehand brushwork of flowers and birds. His
paintings, which are the natural outlet of pro-
found feelings, show his exploration of vivid,
orilginal expression, and bold, romantic out-
lines. Because he is well—versed in the tech-
niques of the oriental and western paintings,
his compositions are characterized by fresh-
ness and elegance in style, and colorfulness
and vigor in expression.
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65x 90cm Heralding Spring
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38x 95¢cm In Hot Summer
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36> 66cm Chinese Wistaria and Mynas
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42x 70em Heratding Abundant Harvest
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50x 95¢cm  Golden Fish
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47x 49cm Cactus and Sparrow
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46x 68cm Chrysan themum in Autumn
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38% 70cm Chlnese Wistaria and Bird [
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47x 95cm  Tits at Valley
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44x 68cm Towel Gourds and Sparrows
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67x% 130cm Rooster and Hen
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67< 130cm Flowers and Fruits
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32x 100cm Peony and Birds
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46> 80cm Chinese Rose
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67% 130cm Red Plum Blossoms and Magpie
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