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@ 1994 4F Text 1

The American economic system is organized around a basically private-enterprise,
market-oriented economy in which consumers largely determine what shall be
produced by spending their money in the marketplace for those goods and services that
they want most. Private businessmen, striving to make profits, produce these goods
and services in competition with other businessmen; and the profit motive, operating
under competitive pressures, largely determines how these goods and services are
produced. Thus, in the American economic system it is the demand of individual
consumers, coupled with the desire of businessmen to maximize profits and the desire
of individuals to maximize their incomes, that together determine what shall be
produced and how resources are used to produce it.

An important factor in a market-oriented economy is the mechanism by which

consumer demands can be expressed and responded to by producers. In the American
economy, this mechanism is provided by a price system, a process in which prices rise
and fall in response to relative demands of consumers and supplies offered by seller-
producers. If the product is in short supply relative to the demand, the price will be
bid up and some consumers will be eliminated from the market. If, on the other hand,
producing more of a commodity results in reducing its cost, this will tend to increase
the supply offered by seller-producers, which in turn will lower the price and permit
more consumers to buy the product. Thus, price is the regulating mechanism in the
American economic system.

The important factor in a private-enterprise economy is that individuals are allowed

to own productive resources (private property), and they are permitted to hire labor,
gain control over natural resources, and produce goods and services for sale at a profit.
In the American economy, the concept of private property embraces not only the
ownership of productive resources but also certain rights, including the right to
determine the price of a product or to make a free contract with another private

individual.

XEFEE — AR — KM “The American economic system is organized

around a basically private-enterprise, market-oriented economy in which consumers

largely determine what shall be produced by spending their money in the marketplace

for those goods and services that they want most. ” )\ 4851, 5% [El 2 I 14 7 B 48 B0 8K
A JRFF, 43 B )& “ private-enterprise” (FA 42 l) 1 “market-oriented economy” (i 4
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@P 1999 4 Text 5

Science, in practice, depends far less on the experiments it prepares than on the
preparedness of the minds of the men who watch the experiments. Sir Isaac Newton
supposedly discovered gravity through the fall of an apple. Apples had been falling in
many places for centuries and thousands of people had seen them fall. But Newton for
years had been curious about the cause of the orbital motion of the moon and planets.
What kept them in place? Why didn’t they fall out of the sky? The fact that the apple
fell down toward the earth and not up into the tree answered the question he had been
asking himself about those larger fruits of the heavens, the moon and the planets.

How many men would have considered the possibility of an apple falling up into
the tree? Newton did because he was not trying to predict anything. He was just
wondering. His mind was ready for the unpredictable. Unpredictability is part of the
essential nature of research. If you don’t have unpredictable things, you don’t have
research. Scientists tend to forget this when writing their cut and dried reports for the
technical journals, but history is filled with examples of it.

In talking to some scientists, particularly younger ones, you might gather the
impression that they find the “scientific method” a substitute for imaginative thought.
I've attended research conferences where a scientist has been asked what he thinks
about the advisability of continuing a certain experiment. The scientist has frowned,
looked at the graphs, and said “the data are still inconclusive.” “We know that,” the
men from the budget office have said, “but what do you think? Is it worthwhile going
on? What do you think we might expect?” The scientist has been shocked at having
even been asked to speculate.

What this amounts to, of course, is that the scientist has become the victim of his
own writings. He has put forward unquestioned claims so consistently that he not only
believes them himself, but has convinced industrial and business management that they
are true. If experiments are planned and carried out according to the plan as faithfully
as the reports in the science journals indicate, then it is perfectly logical for
management to expect research to produce results measurable in dollars and cents. It is
entirely reasonable for auditors to believe that scientists who know exactly where they

are going and how they will get there should not be distracted by the necessity of
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keeping one eye on the cash register while the other eye is on the microscope. Nor, if
regularity and conformity to a standard pattern are as desirable to the scientist as the
writing of his papers would appear to reflect, is management to be blamed for
discriminating against the “odd balls” among researchers in favor of more conventional

thinkers who “work well with the team.”

CEE FF 5 %6 — /) : “Science, in practice, depends far less on the experiments it
prepares than on the preparedness of the minds of the men who watch the
experiments. ” (FESEERH , Bl2g 5 HULRBOR T L BMER T 58 , A AU 2 Bk F 32 560 0
FEENNBAERERTS5E D% _aJFh H B KE F 8 A 4 “Isaac Newton” B i & —4
BARRBIIE , B AT BB 2 & 55— F k2 S0 4]

@B 2005 4 Text 4

Americans no longer expect public figures, whether in speech or in writing, to
command the English language with skill and gift. Nor do they aspire to such
command themselves. In his latest book, Doing Our Own Thing: The Degradation of
Language and Music and Why We Should , Like, Care, John McWhorter, a linguist
and controversialist of mixed liberal and conservative views, sees the triumph of 1960s
counter-culture as responsible for the decline of formal English.

Blaming the permissive 1960s is nothing new, but this is not yet another criticism
against the decline in education. Mr. McWhorter’s academic speciality is language
history and change, and he sees the gradual disappearance of “whom,” for example,
to be natural and no more regrettable than the loss of the case-endings of Old English.

But the cult of the authentic and the personal, “doing our own thing,” has spelt
the death of formal speech, writing, poetry and music. While even the modestly
educated sought an elevated tone when they put pen to paper before the 1960s, even
the most well-regarded writing since then has sought to capture spoken English on the
page. Equally, in poetry, the highly personal, performative genre is the only form
that could claim real liveliness. In both oral and written English, talking is triumphing
over speaking, spontaneity over craft.

Illustrated with an entertaining array of examples from both high and low culture,
the trend that Mr. McWhorter documents is unmistakable. But it is less clear, to take
the question of his subtitle, Why We Should, Like, Care. As a linguist, he
acknowledges that all varieties of human language, including non-standard ones like

Black English, can be powerfully expressive — there exists no language or dialect in
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the world that cannot convey complex ideas. He is not arguing, as many do, that we
can no longer think straight because we do not talk proper.

Russians have a deep love for their own language and carry large chunks of
memorized poetry in their heads, while Italian politicians tend to elaborate speech that
would seem old-fashioned to most English-speakers. Mr. McWhorter acknowledges
that formal language is not strictly necessary, and proposes no radical education
reforms — he is really grieving over the loss of something beautiful more than useful.
We now take our English “on paper plates instead of china.” A shame, perhaps, but

probably an inevitable one.

X E RS % —/] . “ Americans no longer expect public figures, whether in speech or
in writing, to command the English language with skill and gift. Nor do they aspire to
such command themselves.” (REREHEREEES , REBACAHHFLRAY
RESSIZ FIE TS A SRR B PEIE, M AR AV EC U A BEXHE ) BEEXELAT
— & BEHAFHE  ANG FFRET N BENISIES R, A X EE S EA SO E
A

2. AR XEAREELINRSF, BEHAXENT T, RI\sIFNEFMN
KRR A=K M KRR ER,

(1) 2t k: FriExt st RER G FRoEmM B0 KA, £ B a9 F 5l — &I
BELAHAARAE FEFINHEZAL TEXRARAEEFARARBEE; RE TR
TAHRLEHRA, FEFHRAEWRA, TAEPL L - RS —HFN., BRHA
AWHE F 2R EELHAEERE A EBRRKAREF B EA, ERMANFE
REXH o HAKRMEHEIT X RWIE, 4. but, yet, however,

@P 2012 4 Text 1

Come on — Everybody’s doing it. That whispered message, half invitation and
half forcing, is what most of us think of when we hear the words peer pressure. It
usually leads to no good — drinking, drugs and casual sex. But in her new book Join
the Club, Tina Rosenberg contends that peer pressure can also be a positive force
through what she calls the social cure, in which organizations and officials use the
power of group dynamics to help individuals improve their lives and possibly the
world.

Rosenberg, the recibient of a Pulitzer Prize, offers a host of example of the social
cure in action: In South Carolina, a state-sponsored antismoking program called Rage

Against the Haze sets out to make cigarettes uncool. In South Africa, an HIV-



