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ABSTRACT

People have praised and pursued equality that be regarded as se-
lected value and ideal target for thousands years. However, it is very
weak to research equality in China. There are two reasons that I choose
equality as the topic of my thesis: at first, I intend to provide supports
and services for Chinese developing strategy with theories. With the
developing of the Reforming and opening in China continuously and
thoroughly, especially with the establishing and developing of socialism
market economy system, social life has changed deeply. The difference
of income between social members turns worse increasingly, the dis-
tance between richer and poorer is extending, and the unbalance of re-
gion development becomes more outstanding, because various systems
of ownership exist in the same time and various methods of allotment
are executed. The experiences that come from China and foreign tell
us, we must change this condition as soon as possible, or it will bring
the social turbulence and discomfort. In order to suit the calls of times
and the demands of practices, we must study these problems systemati-
cally and completely with political philosophy: how Chinese society can
realize common wealthy, enter middle-class family society completely,
and attain true equality. Secondly, I hope to contribute my humble ef-
fort to developing and creating the equal theory and political theory.



ABSTRACT 7

There is the condition that we lack the research on equal theory. Equal
problem is the basic category and the fundament theory. I hope to try
my best to promote its academic and theoretical level and expand it’s
depth. In order to attain this goal, I have studied and inherited the
achievement of Chinese political theory completely, and examined the
current political theories from all aspects.

With the method of the standard research, I have studied follow-
ing problems in the thesis: the connotation of equality, the attribute of
equality, the expressions of equality in every realm of social life, the
political value of equality, the developing of Chinese and Western e-
qual thoughts and their differences, the creation of Chinese and western
equal systems and their differences. I put forward my own views on
some basic theory problems.

The first, I adopt others’ good points on equal theory, define the
connotation of equality by the methods of combining logic with history
and combining theory with practice. I think equality is a kind of idea,
principle and system that different kinds of social corpus enjoy the same
rank rights and undertake the same rank duties in all social realm,
when they associate each other in the stage in certain history. This def-
inition emphasizes a few main factors primarily: 1, the author solves
the contradiction between the diverse quality of social corpus and the
old definition of equality by replacing people with the social corpus,
expanding the corpus of the equality position to region, state and nation
etc. from people. 2, the author explains the value foundation and the
evaluation standard of equality by placing equality in the stage in cer-
tain history, connecting equality with the productivity, the relation of
production and the mode of production. 3, by expanding equal scope to
every social realm, the author makes it clearer that equality is not an
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abstract principle, but embodies in all aspects of social life. Thus the
contents of equality are more comprehensive. 4, not only enjoying the
equal right but also undertaking equal duty are the same important con-
tents of equal. My aim is to avoid people fall in tempting, crazy and
confusion condition because of unilateral understanding of equality. 5,
equal degree means the same rank. In other words, equality does not
mean every people are identical without difference. The people must
know they cannot be equal completely and absolutely, but relatively.
6, equality is a kind of idea, principle and system. I define the con-
notation and extension of equality from many angles and sides, which
contributes to build a formation and systematic theory of equality. At
the same time, in order to understand the connotation of equality
deeply, the author differentiates and analyzes the relation between e-
quality with faimess and justice. This makes the position of equality in
political theory clearer.

The second, the author thinks that equality has its own attribute
different from other categories, and its own reasons that it can exist rel-
‘ atively independently. Equality has relative independence and inside
logic of production and development, but it cannot exist absolutely in-
dependently. On the relation between economy and equality, the author
doesn’ t agree with other expert’ s opinion that merchandises econo-
my is the decisive factor to equality. The author think before we dis-
cuss this problem we must use the method of historic materialism,
widen our field of vision, look back the development of human history,
and analyze the development of equality in contemporary world. My
conclusion is that the decisive factor to equality is economic relation but
not economic system, though merchandise economy has some factors
that can influence equality inside. The article points out specially that
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equality cannot be realized naturally and it is the result that mankind
struggle over a long period. While analyzing the characteristics of equal
social class, the thesis make the analysis established on materialism by
fixing eyes upon the relation between benefits and needs. In addition,
the thesis combines equality with political culture and political system,
and analyzes equality by putting it into the process that social member
influent each other.

The third, the article thinks equality pursued by people is vari-
ous, because the human actable realm is extensive and various, and
the relation formed in the human’ s active process is abundant. Eco-
nomic equality primarily includes social corpus’ equal position in mate-
rial produce realm, and economic equal right in certain social economy
relation. In detail, economic equality includes following aspects that
the social corpuses occupy the production data equally, labor equally
and assign labor product equally. Economic equality is the foundation
of the whole equality. Only realizing economic equality, mankind can
get away from slavery and become the owner of the society. It is clearer
that the equal system of propertied class is false by analysis.

The fourth, the thesis analyzes the political value of equality by
using political theories. It is suit for political science characteristics.
The political value of equality is to maintain political stable and pro-
mote the political development. In detail, equality is beneficial to
maintain the social political equilibrium, make the social member form
scientific emotion and attitude, possess master’ s consciousness and
sense of responsibility, keep the approbation to the current social sys-
tem and political authority in general. It is beneficial to the stability of
the political system and national political power, because the equal
idea and system benefit to coordinate the relations between benefits,
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mollify the clash, cancel the antinomy, make the foundation of its own
social class stronger. It is beneficial to strengthen the legitimacy and
authority of the public power. Insisting equal principle and keeping e-
qual election in certain procedure are beneficial to make the citizen
keep the approbation to the power system, form cohesive force, and
avoid the legitimacy crisis.

The fifth, the thesis scoops and combs the connotation and the
history process of the evolution of Chinese and western equal thought
completely and systematically. Comparing the Chinese equal thoughts
with western equal thoughts, we will find that their difference includes
not only the words language system, but also the prosperous degree of
equal idea. Western equal thought has numerous schools and plentiful
connotations from ancient times to modern. Especially in modern time,
western thinkers research equality very stimulatingly. New liberalism,
new conservatism, equal doctrine, western Marxism and democratic so-
cialism, all of them try to study this problem from various visual angles
such as political philosophy, ethics, system economics, political eco-
nomics, etc. Relatively, there is not formed theory system or school in
Chinese equal thought. In addition, there is very big difference be-
tween the connotation of Chinese equal thought and the connotation of
western equal thought. Western equal thoughts were connected with
right, justice, freedom, democracy, and rule of law mostly. In modem
time, equal idea has already become the common demands of all peo-
ple, no matter which country or nation he or she comes from. The spir-
it of equality has been melted into the modemn society and become its
basic characteristic. The understanding on equality has changed from
abstraction to spenfication, from principle to reality, from necessity to
reasonableness. Chinese equal thought, no matter it is knowledge and
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methods that thinkers pursued following the guided value of attaining
practical use, or it is the factors of equality or average that were con-
tained in the Great Harmony thought of every dynasty in the past, or it
is political slogan or view that was put forward in farmer campaign,
cannot get away from the influence of the feudalism at all.

The sixth, after inspecting and analyzing the creating process of
the Chinese and Western equal system, the author explains their innate
characteristics of social class. Especially, this thesis distinguishes
them from their theoretical foundation, creating process, equal field,
and true degree. The theoretical foundation of western equal institu-
tional is “ people sovereignty” and “ natural right”. Though this kind
of theory is reasonable in some sense, and developed the positive effect
in the history, it cannot explain the source, the social class character-
istics and the realized degree of equal right. Marxism has announced
that equal right and duty reflect different contents and characteristics
when they are in different development stages in human history. Marx-
ism has pointed out that the creation and development of equality must
base on economic condition and cultural condition in certain sociality.
If the working class wants to attain equality, they must exterminate all
social classes. Marxism explains the law of the building and developing
of equal system, indicates the direction for the proletariat to realize real
equality. The thesis thinks the period length of creating equal system is
differenct between china and foreign. Western equal system experi-
enced a longer period, regardless it is in England, France, and the U-
nited States. Chinese equal system experienced no longer than 50
years. This tells us that only the Communist Party of China and social-
ism would establish equal system and make it stronger. In the process

of creating equal system, the westemners express tremendous narrow-
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ness; they only concentrate on political equality. In the process of cre-
ating equal system, Chinese pay attention to equality completely and
thoroughly from the beginning. They not only pay attention to the polit-
ical equality, but also promote the creation of economic equal system
and social -equal system. In addition, the differences between Chinese
equal system and western’s, such as realized range, true degree, are
outstanding.

No doubt, the contents of equality are very abundant; the author
chose a few problems to research. Some standpoints I put forward in
this thesis are most exploratory. It needs to use many kinds of knowl-
edge synthetically, such as political science, science of law, sociolo-
gy, ethics, philosophy, economics, and science of history. It is very
difficult to have all of them for a scholar. ‘Because I study it only from
my own sight, this thesis must have many shortages.
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