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In the flash of gold heels on the hard pavements.
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On the whole, one cannot help admiring the spirit that the “new poets” in
opite of some of their ludicrous failures to reach a new and higher poetry in
their verse. They at least aim for the real, the natural; their work is a protest
against the artificial in life as well as poetry..It is curious to note, mioreover,

“ that.the- principles upon which they found their art are simply, as Miss Lowell,

quoted by professor Erskine, tells us, “the essentials of all great poetry, indeed
of all great literature.” These six principles of imagism are from the preface
to Some Imagist Poets.

1. To use the language of common speech, -but to employ always the exact
word, not the nearly exact nor the merely decorative words.

2. To-create new rhythms----as the expression of new moods-+-and not to copy
old thythms, which merels echo old mosds. We do not insist upon “free verse”

- as the only method of writing poetry. We fight for it as for a principle of :.vnlvm
. We believe that the individuality of a poet may often be better expressed in

free verse than in conventional forms. In poetry a new cadence means a new
idea. v .

3. To allow absolite freedom in the choice of the subject.

4. To present an image, (hence the name “Imagist.”) We are no not a school
of painters, but we believe that poetry should render particulars exactly and not

.
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deal in vague wmaawa::.m?-roﬁmén magnificent and sonorous.
5. To produce poelry thzt is hard and clear, never blarred nor indefinite.
6. Finally, most of us believe that concentration is of the very essence of
poetry.
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