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Foreword

It is necessary for me to say some words prior to the publication of the photographic album Yuntai Mountain Scenes. Firstly, I want to say that
Yuntai Mountain, as one of the first world’s geologic park approved by the UNESCO, is famous for its indefinite lasting appeal and the colorful
and beautiful scenes, which boasts its masterwork of gorge and wonderful waters and mountain. For more than two years, I have taken more
than ten thousands of photos of Yuntai Mountain on weekends and holidays, and now I have selected 108 from these scenic photos for this
album. Compared to the natural, beautiful and grand scenes of Yuntai Mountain, these photos are inferior and cannot reflect the mountain fully
and completely. Secondly, I want to say that this album represents the wisdom and efforts of our team even though it is not perfect, and that
this album sees the hardship during the process of its creation.During a period of more than two years, I took these photos in the winds and
rains together with my friends such as Li Junyan, Xu Yongjian, Wang Shugui, Duan Yubao, Huang Xiaocang, and many of them were taken with
the assistance, inspiration and joint efforts from such friends. The leaders from the Xiuwu County and the Yuntai Mountain Landscape
Administration Bureau had provided many favorable conditions for our photographic work. The young men from the Yuntai Mountain Landscape
Administration Bureau, including Pang Liping, Qin Jianchun, Liu Yanming, Zhang Ningbo, Zou Wei and so on, helped us to carry the heavy
photographic machines, who experienced the deep gullies and the peaks against the rains and snows, with the sweat and out of breath; while
we were working, they helped us to set up the tripod, to load the lens and the films, doing these like photographic masters. Particularly, Mr.
Johson Cao, an overseas Chinese living in Canada, invested hundreds of thousands of yuan to buy the currently most expensive Alpa, Hasselblad
and Linhof cameras. Each time back to China, Mr. Cao would take photos himself, and he took many of photos collected in this album. Finally,
I want to say that this album has gained many valuable supports from many leaders and friends. Ms Shao Hua, chairwoman of China
Photographers Association, wrote the preface for this album; Mr. Cao Weixin, vice chairman of Henan Political Consultative Conference and
secretary of Henan United Front Work Department, participated in the planning of this album in person; eight domestic famous calligraphers
were invited to inscribe for this album, and Mr. Ouyang Zhongshi inscribed for the cover of this album; Huang Miaozi, Shen Peng, Liu Bingsen,
Li Duo, Su Shishu and Su Shi and others inscribed for six parts of this album; Mr. Huang Shaoxun wrote the /n Memory of Brothers in
Shangdong on September 9, a poem by Wang Wei, a famous poet in Tang Dynasty. The great artistic accomplishments add the attractions to
this album. Li Qianguang (secretary-general of China Photographer Association), Lu Liwen (Chairman of Jiaozuo Photographer Association),
Tao Lidong (Jiaozuo Municipal Party Committee Office), Xu Yongjian (Jiaozuo Municipal Party Committee’s Propaganda Department), Wang
Shugui (Jiaozuo Travel Bureau), Han Yueping and Duan Yubao (Yuntai Mountain Landscape Administration Bureau) have offered great supports
to and have done many detailed works for the wording, editing and publication of this album.

We will extend our sincere greetings and express our thanks to all the leaders and friends having participated in, supported and assisted the
publication of this album upon its presentation to the market.
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Changeable Wind and Cloud
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Photographers and Wonderful Waters and
Mountains in Jiaozuo

— The photographic album Yunta/ Mountain Scenes by Chen Hao and Johnson
Cao will be published soon.

Comrade Chen Hao used to be one of the major leaders of the Jiaozuo Municipal
Party Committee, and Mr. Johnson Cao is an overseas businessman. During such
short period of more than two years, they provide us such a quality album of
scenic and landscape photos. It is worth saying congratulations to them. This
album represents not only their wisdom and efforts, but also their love for the local
landscape and the land. Meanwhile, this is the proud contribution they have made
to the China’ s photography.

I am not quite familiar with Jiaozuo, but I knew it early-my father Mao Zedong
mentioned the strike of the coal miners in Jiaozuo in his An Analysis on China’ s
Social Strata in the first volume of his selected works; my father praised that the
Jiaozuo coal miners ”“particularly capable of fighting” . Now I know that Jiaozuo is
developing into a modern city from a coal city, that Jiaozuo boasts the unique and
wonderful waters and mountains, and the proud history and culture, and that
Jiaozuo is proud of a team of photographers who are capable, united, diligent and
industrious. I also know that Chen Hao has provided many valuable supports to
such team, who is one of the photographers for this album.

I feel sorry for Jiaozuo, and I have a "unrealized wish” so far-in the year 2002,
Jiaozuo hosted the 2002 China Jiaozuo International Photographic Festival, and I
was officially invited to attend this Festival as the special guest by the China Pho-
tographer Association, the Henan Photographer Association, and the Jiaozuo Mu-
nicipal Party Committee, the Municipal Government and the Jiaozuo Photographer
Association, with the itinerary arranged for me, but I failed to attend due to my
personal reason even though I would like to visit such a beautiful place. Itis a
pity. I even feel sorry for Jiaozuo now.

I am lucky anyhow, for I have set eyes on the beautiful rivers and mountains in
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Jiaozuo although I did not visited it in the year 2002-in December 2003, I was
chosen as one of the member of the judging panel for the National Photographic
Contest of Jiaozuo Landscape & Scenes, and I was impressed by the attractive
scenes of Jiaozuo; the photos reflecting the beautiful landscape and scenes of
Yuntai Mountain, Qingtian River and Shennong Mountain represented the momen-
tum of the Jiaozuo photographers and the potential of Jiaozuo as a tourist city.
Particularly, from the photos collected in this album, I can feel these photogra-
phers’ unremitting pursuit for the photography, their unique understanding of
landscape. These photographers explored into all the rivers and mountains in
Jiaozuo and discovered many new scenic spots and had taken a great number of
beautiful photos; they promoted the rapid development of Jiaozuo’s tourism and
created the “Jiaozuo phenomenon” in the tourism industry. Through their practice,
I find the great contribution the photography has made to the local economy, and
the great potential of the photography as the productive force. This offers the
significant reference to those cities wit the conditions similar to Jiaozuo in terms of
the development of tourism and the future development of our photography.

May the Jiaozuo’ s photography make the further progress and the Jiaozuo’ s
economy make greater development! And wish Comrade Chen Hao and Mr. Johnson
Cao achieve more achievements in the photographic art!

This is written as the preface for this album.

Chairwoman of China Photographer Association:Shao Hua
On January 11, 2004
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Scene at dangerous places
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Greenness at red cliff
Clear springs in jade basin




