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Unit One
Reading
Passages

(A) ALBERT EINSTEIN AND
HIS CHAUFFEUR

There is a storv about how Albert Einstein was Travel-
ling to universities in a chauffeur-driver car,delivering lec-
tures on his theory of relativity. One day while in transit,the
chauffeur remarked;“Dr. Einstein,I have heard that lecture
30 times. | know it by heart and bet I could give it myself.”

“Well . T'll give the chance.”said Einstein. “They don’t
know me at the next school.so when we get there I'll put on
your cap and vou introduce vourself as me and give the lec-
ture. "

The chauffeur delivered Einstein’s lecture flawlessly.
When he finished .he started to leave.but one of the profes
sors stopped him and asked a complex question filled with
mathematical equations and formulas. The chauffeur fast
thought. “The solution to that problem is so simple.” he
said . “I'm surprised you have to ask me. In fact,to show vou
just how simple it is.I'm going to ask my chauffeur to come

up here and answer your question. ”
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Notes

.deliver lectures ; i i . i
. theory of relativity : §i T if
. while in transit=while driving(to the university)

. by heart . Biffi , 75 1 (5 3017 get .know = learn & Ffl )

When [ was at school.] had to learn a poem by heart

every week. & F2#0T. B RIAEHR A 5 1F.

.in fact FL3E, EFR b $F 92 I

He’s not here,in fact, he has gone abroad. fif /~7EiX
L. HELELHET.

. come up:iﬂioﬁiﬁﬁ%

The old man came up and welcomed them. #f # A
[] AT e b 7.

EXERCISES

ell whether each of the following statements is true or

false according to the passage:

1.

Einstein usually drove himself to give lectures on his theo-

ryv of relativity.

. The chauffeur thought that he knew the lecture so well

that he could give it himself.

. So on their way to the next school Einstein let the driver

dress up as Einstein and give the lecture.
- 2 -



4. The driver delivered the lecture unsuccessfully.

5. Recognizing that the lecturer was Einstein himself ,one of
the professors asked the driver a complex question.

6. When the driver was asked a complex mathematical ques-
tion, he got too embarrassed to say anything and had to
turn to Einstein for help.

7. The chauffeur was a shrewd fellow. He was quick to find a
way out of the difficulty.

8. At last the chauffeur said to Einstein that learning a lec-
ture by heart was one thing;grasping the theory was quite

another.

Reading
Skills
Broadening Your Eye Span and

Reading in Thought Groups
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Most paragraphs in the article have a topic sentence
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EXERCISES

[ . Read the following paragraphs and try to finish reading
in thought groups at a single glance;

1. Successful improvement/of your reading/depends up-
on your eagerness to improve /and your willingness
to practice. /Your teacher /can guide you ,/but only
you/can do your own reading. /No one else/can do it
for you.

2. Four hundred years ago/nothing like a modern tele-
scope existed. /Then spectacle makers in Holland /
noticed that/when certain lenses /were used in pairs/
at the right distance apart, /they magnify things.

The first man /to make a powerful microscope/
was a Dutchman/named Leeuwenhoek,/who was
born in 1632. /His instruments/could magnify
things/to three hundred times/their actual size.

3. What is usually needed for rain /is the movement /or
a warm air mass/against a cold air mass,/or a cold
air mass against/a warm air mass. /The warm air
mass/contains clouds and moisture, /and when this
warm air mass/is cooled by the cold air mass./drops
of water form/and fall as rain. /That’s why/weather
predictions /always mention/movements of air mass-
es. /They give us an idea/as to whether there will be

rain or not.



I . Read the follwoing passage and try to read in thought

groups,and then answer the following questions.:
How to Put People at Their Ease

Certain people make you feel comfortable when they are
around. You spend an hour with them and feel as if you've
known them half your life. These people have something in
common. And once we know what it is, we can try to do it
ourselves.

How is it done? Here are six skills that good talkers
have. If you follow the skills,they will help you put people
at their ease,and make friends with them quickly.

First of all,good talkers ask questions. Almost anyone,
no matter how shy.will answer a question. One well-known
businesswoman says, “ At business lunches, 1 always ask
people what they did that morning. It’s a common question ,
but it gets things going. "From there you can move on to
other matters —sometimes to really personal questions. And
how he or she answers will let you know how far you can
go.

Second , once good talkers have asked questions, they
listen for the answer. This point seems clear, but it isn’t .
Your questions should have a point and help tell what sort
of person you are talking to, and to find out,you have to re-
ally listen.

Real listening at least means three things. First it

v B



means not to change the subject of conversation. If someone
sticks to one topic,you can take it as a fact that he or she is
really interested in it. Real listening also means not just lis-
tening to words, but to tones of voice. If the voice sounds
dull ythen.it’s time for you to change the subject. At last,re-
al listening means using your eyes as well as your ears.
When your gaze wanders,it makes people think they’re bor-
ing you.

Next.good talkers are not afraid to laugh. Laughter is
not only warming and friendly.it’s a good way to ease other
people’s discomfort.

Another feature of good talkers is that they touch peo-
ple occasionally. But remember not to overdo it ,especially to
people whom you are not familiar with. But touches are
sometimes a way to say, " You’re absolutely right,”without
using words.

Good talkers are not afraid to say."”I like you . ” You'd
be surprised how many old [riends never say"1 like you"to
each other. If there’s something you like about a new friend ,
try telling him or her about ir.

Finally, good talkers know how to handle the occasion
of parting. Men have had it easier;they have done it with a
smile and a good firm handshake. And there’s no reason why
women can’t take over that custom,between themselves,or
with men. If you’re saying good-bye.you may give him or
her a second handshake and say,“I’ve really enjoyed meeting
you. ” If you want to see that person again, don't keep it a
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