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Pursuing the print of an ancient
civilization

Wang Ruirong

To pursue the print of an ancient civilization

The sunglow shines out with elegant brilliancy,

Glows white like spray and silver waves.

She decorates the way and makes it flat and easy walking,
She is generous, gentle and graceful.

You are very kind, illuminating far and near,

Your light has been up on high sky.

You make yourself beautiful, and lay bare your bosom,
You shine like a dignified, silent sunglow girl.

A group of red bull pull the vehicle,

Happy God, you expand to the four directions.

She is like a hero throwing stones to defeat the enemy,

She beats back the darkness, like a chariot warrior.



Around 1500 BC ago, the ancient Indian poetry wrote wonderful God light of land in India, and this wonderful
poetry brings us to a fantastic Holy Land - India.

My desire for ancient India has been for a long time, this mysterious country standing in the India Peninsula was
once a place covered with gold and wealth in the minds of westerners, was a place intertwined with beautiful women
and luxury palaces. and also was used to be one of the origins of human civilization, the ancient Indian civilization
deeply attracts the world with its exceptionally rich, mysterious and magical features. At the beginning of the 4th
century, Kushan Empire began to decline, while Gupta Dynasty was in the making, gradually unified the North India
centering on the Ganges River Basin, and later repeatedly changed between division and unity, forming division of
multiple dynasty and small countries; the ancient India has left countless beautiful city-state remains, and also left the
integration and cocxistence of a variety of religious and nation.

Indian civilization covers a wide range and has many regions. When going to India at the first time, I only have
a short amount of time to do limited exploration on this ancient country, and use the camera to discover and record
the existing Indian ruins, faith tradition and the continuation of folk custom. I cannot use the scholars’ vision to
analyze and summarize all of its civilization, and cannot use such historians’ rigorous and scientific attitude to look
atits history and reality, 1 only can emotionally reappear and perform the civilization print of ancient India through
the lens; in the presence of reality having glorious history and hope, I'm more like a just-born baby, freshly look and

make efforts to absorb the sunlight and air of the reality,

Between spiritual purity and dirty reality

Highly developed modern information technology no longer like the way Columbus relies on a kind of
imagination and description of the others to seek that unknown world; through modern information technology. I have
a relatively comparative understanding of the country that I will arrive in, the real India is not poetic and innocent as
described above, but I still prefer to believe that is the real India.

Setting foot on the oriental mysterious country in the eyes of westerners, you can see the real ancient civilization,
a country intertwined with traditional and complex reality, and the city is filled with crowds, noise and dust, is also
full of rich colors and changing cultural atmosphere.

I already have the mental preparation, so facing the denser crowds than in China and inadequate infrastructure,
I adapt very well and quickly integrate my own mentality into the interest, I will feel with my heart, discover and
document the heritage of India’s ancient civilization print and real civilization.

Walking on the street of Varanasi, roaming on the stone steps at the banks of the Ganges, crossing the bustling
crowds, one side is piles of garbage left by the Indians, dead animal carcasses, waste sacrificial offerings and human’
s living supplies, another side is devout believers and worshipers wearing colorful traditional costumes, there is the
most unsanitary water defined by the United Nations, and there is the crowd using river water as holy water to bath
body and mind, the pure soul and the dirty reality are intertwined, a spiritual world beyond the reality is shown before
our eyes, in order to wash away their sins, to get rebirth and happiness for the afterlife, and to die in the holy Ganges.
believers and worshipers even traveled distance to come here, jumped into the river full of pollution and waste, or
poorly lived near the Ganges waiting for death, in their hearts, death in the Ganges and melting in the Ganges are

their highest destination,



A great writer truly described this situation as the human’s disaster and tragedy, I believe his true feelings, but
he did not feel their psychology from the point of view of Indian worshipers and believers, for a belief, for a kind
of spiritual relief, worldly health and substance pursuit count for little. The downstream shore rises from the black
smoke, which means that someone is going to paradise. The sacrificial ceremony of the life comes at the expected
time on the banks of the Ganges. Their supreme belief for the Ganges, in the view of those of us without a belief of
God may never understand. Their lives fall back on the Ganges from start to finish, in fact, it is to spend all the life
without leaving leeway room for seeking a better afterlife reincarnation.

In the Lens, there are devout record and faithful performance, and what’s more is admiration, the sincerity
is worthy of respect; watching too much our traditional performances, what we see more is money behind the
performances; in order to perform for maintaining the tradition, formal tradition and spirit can be reappeared, but the

traditions and beliefs of the heart will never be reproduced.

Between democracy and chaos

[ have ever seen India album produced by the National Geographic Society and British BBC, in their view, India
is the largest democratic country and the most promising country, and it will surpass China and the United States in
the near future, just because of India democratic system. It is difficult to feel the basis when they make this film, there
is no more time and place to infer their conclusions, we rely on a true reality feeling, this feeling may not be accurate,
but absolutely sincere, what we see is the backward under democratic system, chaos and dirty under the absence of
management, as well as the shortage of materials, I do not use the angle of contempt and commanding to look at the
current situation in India, but cannot use someone else’s insight to deceive my own real feeling. It is difficult for me
to use the lens to show the real India because of this contradiction interwoven, as a photographer, I should honestly
record everything that I feel, and let the later generations tell the history evaluation.

This is known as the world’s largest democratic country, but there is no sufficient material base as a guarantee
of life, the quality of life is of course far from the developed state, the sharp rise of population brings the traffic
congestion, the decline of living conditions and living standards, as well as the lack of educational resources. I do not
have the right to refute this democratic system, but as an observant photographer, at least I have the right to make the
self-judgment and analysis for the photography subjects, including the social and political background of the subject.
So in my opinion, this place which has a similar history with a country we live may need more a socio-economic
progress, regulatory management, enlightened and enterprising leadership, those groups of beggars, wandering
Gypsies and residents living in the old and narrow building with piles of garbage inside may need a relaxed living
environment, abundant living resources and normative social system.

In Varanasi, I record the moved feeling of faith in India, also record the chaos and dirty of reality; at the Taj
Mahal, I record the greatness of history as well as the ancient Indians’ inclusion and integration when having faith
conflict; in the Red Fort, I see the lofty wisdom and virtuosity of ancient Indians on the architecture. In Pushkar camel
‘market, I record the life style of a nation retaining a long history of traditional clothing, wandering Gypsies as well as

a multi-ethnic intertwined brilliant scene.



