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Biography

Gao Huanian (1916-2011) was a Chinese Linguist and professor at Sun Yat-sen
(Zhongshan) University. He was known for his work in Ethnic Minority Languages
and Cantonese Dialect, as well as for his role in founding the College for Teaching

Chinese as a Second Language at Sun Yat-sen University.

Professor Gao was born in Nanping, Fujian Province on November 15, 1916.
He obtained his Bachelor’s degree from Beijing Normal University in 1941.
From 1941 to 1943, he pursued his graduate studies at the National Southwestern
Associated University (Merger of Beijing, Tsinghua, and Nankai Universities
during World War II) in Kunming and also served as an instructor at the university.
In 1943, he graduated with a Master’s Degree from the Faculty of Linguistics,
Liberal Arts Institute of Beijing University (part of the National Southwestern
Associated University), under the direction of Professors Luo Changpei and Li
Fang-Kuei.

From 1943 to 1946, he was appointed as a lecturer at the Department of
Chinese Language at the National Southwestern Associated University. From 1946
to 1950, he was a lecturer and then an associate professor at Nankai University,
Tianjing. From 1950 to 1951, he was appointed Research Fellow at Linnan
University in Guangzhou. From 1951 until his retirement, he served as a professor
in the Department of Linguistics and then in the Department of Chinese Language
at Sun Yat-sen University.

Professor Gao also served as the Head of the Ethnic Minority Languages
Unit and the Linguistics Unit, and a member of the academic committee at
Sun Yat-sen University. He was the first Chairman of the Center for Teaching
Chinese as a Second Language at Sun Yat-sen University. He also served as the
President and later as an advisor for the Guangdong Society of Linguistics and

as an executive director and advisor for the Chinese Society of Ethnic Minority
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Languages. He was also a director for the Chinese Society of Linguistics and an

advisor for the Society of Teaching Chinese as a Second Language.

Professor Gao was a leader in the field of Linguistics in Southern China. He
was especially well-known for his ability in differentiating sounds and documenting
them using International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA). His books are key reference
books for researchers of Sino-Tibetan languages.

Professor Gao had published more than 10 books including

A Study of Han Loanwords n Y7 Language, Branjrang Kenwen, Special Edition No.
2, College of Liberal Arts, Nankai University, 1943

The Study of Y7 Gramimar; Science Press, 1958
The Study of Cantonese Dialect, The Commercial Press, Hong Kong, 1980

Introduction to Linguistics, Guangxi Education Press, 1983, 1984, and 1987 (In
collaboration with Zhi Fulan)

General Phonetics, Guangxi People’s Press, 1986 (In collaboration with Zhi Fulan)

How to lnvestijgate Ethnic Minority Languages, Guangxi Education Press, 1990 (In
collaboration with Song Changdong and Zhuang Yiqun)

Introduction fo Sino-Tibetan languages, Sun Yat-sen (Zhongshan) University Press,
1992

Diralects in Guangdong Province, Guangdong People’s Press, 2004 (Professor Gao
was the editor-in-chief).

Professor Gao had written more than 40 scholarly articles and most of them
are included in this book.
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