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PUBLISHER'S NOTE

Religion Is as old as mankind s culture; there 1s an Indissoluble bond between the two.

Speaking of religion, Buddhism is universally acknowledged to be one of the three great ones
in the world and has the longest history. Since its spread into China nearly 2,000 years ago
in the Han Dynasty (206 BC-AD220 ),Buddhism has exerted deep Influence over the ideology.
philasophy, ethics, culture, history, and public feeling and social customs of the Chinese nation.
It has thus handed down to us splendid cultural legacies. The qgintessenceof Buudhism has
formed an inseparable component part of the great Chinese culture.

I'n the past thousands of years, apart from the voluminous books and remrds passed on to
the present, Buddhism has left the people countless temples and monasteries, each with its own
distinctive features. The four great Buddhism-based mountains-Wutai, Putuo, Emei, and Jiuhua-,
together with their famous ancient temples and monasteries, are age-old China’s significant his-
torical relics and sites as well as tranquil and secluded scenic spots of great beauty for people
to mould their sentiments and temperament. More than that, they are important venues for fri-
endly interourse and close contacts between Buddhist disciples and lay Buddhists in this coun-
try and over the seas.

The purpose of compiling some albums under the title of Famous Buddhist Monasteries in
China is to explore and sort out the fine cultural legacies of our country so as to in China
will also be published in separate editions or offprints, one for each temple or monastery, in
paperbacks.

During the compilation of these books, we have nbtained the warm support of various people
and institutions such as experts and scholars in this field, religious affairs bureaus, cultural
relics administration bureaus and Buddhist associations of various localities as well as the
abbots, master monks, and lay Buddhists of various templesand monasteries.Theyhave provided
us with writings and colour photos and other materials. Besides, we have also gained great su-
pport from Mr. Lu Tingdong, general manager of Lianhua Printing Co., and Mr. Cai Weirong,
general manager of EVEN LEE INTERNATIONAL CO., LTD. both companies being in
Hong Kong. To them we editors and the members of our whole staff would like to extend he-
rewith our utmost thanks. _

Due to our limited ability and lack of any previous experience in editing books of this kind,
it I1s inevitable that there will be some shortcomings or errors insorting out and compilation of
materials. It Is our sincere hope that both the experts and our readers will not refrain from
pointing them out to us and stint their criticism for us to make corrections.

THE EDITORIAL BOARD

FAMOUS BUDDHIST MONASTERIES IN CHINA

May 1988
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BRIEF INTRODUCTION

It you start from Luoyang, one of our ancient ca-
pitals, and walk east for about 12 kilometres, you
will be able to dimly discern some lofty halls and
pavilions and a towering pagoda through the luxuriant
growths of age-old trees. And you will be deeply im-
pressed by theinfinite senseof dignity, solemnity and
sacredness of the place. Here is the very birthplace of
Buddhism in China--Baima Si  (White Horse Monastery)
in Henan Province. It has been acclaimed “China’'s No
1 Ancient Monastery”.

While leaning against the majestic Mangshan Moun-
tain in the north,the monastery overlooks the limpid
Luoshui River in the south. Offset by the centuries-old
cypresses and elms, it presents a pervading atmosphe-
re and scene of quietude and seclusion peculiar to
this Buddhist “jingtu”( the "clean land” where Buddha
had lived). Over the past 1,900 years or so, despite
vicissitudes of life,changes in the ways of the world
and alternations of prosperity with decline , this mona
stery has seen the presence of numerous men and wo:
men, monks and lay Buddhists all the year round. Up
to now, everyday candles continue to burn glowingly a
and incense smoke incessantly curls up in the halls.
The worshippers are seen kneeling on cattail hassocks,
paying homage to Buddha, chanting sutras and taking
solemn religious vows. In this way they quietly spend
their Iifetime,sénding oft the seasons year in year out
amidsttheringingsofthe morning bell and beatingsof the
evening drum.

As is recognized by all, Buddhism, Christianity and
Islamism born in sequence of time are the world's th-
ree great religions. Buddhism, of all the three, enjoys
the longest carry on and develop the magnificent Chin-
ese culture. We need to keep abreast of the times and
the excellent situation in which the nation is on they
way to fair prosperity and the Buddhist religion to e-
ver greater lustre, and so such books will help the rea-




ders, domestic and foreign, to acquire a better under-
standing of the principal Buddhist monasteires in China.
They will likewise serve to promote the interflow of Bu-
ddhist cultures between this country and various other
countries. All in all, the work of the present undertaking
in publication will be in line with the need of promoting
China's reform and opening to the outside world as so
deeply felt nowadays.

The editors of these albums lay stress on the ch-
aracteristics of their being able to give cultural infor-
mation, accurate historical material and tourist guide.
Each forming a unit to itself, monasteries will be intro-
duced one by one, chiefly in terms of their historical
evolution, architectural features, Buddhist shrines and
figures, sacred sites, cultural relics, books and scriptu-
res, biographies of famous monks, and landscape and
scenic spots. Also added are their functions of carry-
ing on friendly intercourses with counterparts and reli-
gious bodies in foreign lands.

The albums will contain colour plates and general
accounts of the monasteries in abundance, with the
brief versions of such accounts translated into English.
It is planned to publish five volumes inthree yearstime,
with altogether 3,000 colour pictures and about 2 mi-
llion words, and they are to be clothbound inde luxe
edition. As required by the various temples and monas
teries for distribution purpose, Famous Buddhist Mo-
nasteries history and is most widely disseminated in
China, and hence it has exerted the most profound
influence over the country.Just as the world's Buddhism
originated in India, so China's Buddhism started in Luo-
yang. And in this ancient city of Luoyang, Baima Siwas
the first Bodhimanda, a place for the cultivation of Bod-
hi, in this vast land of China. Therefore, what Baima Si
was to China is as much as what Bam boo Garden Mon
nasteries (Venuvanavihara and Jetavanavihara) were to
India.Regardless of the multiplicityof all different sects
of Buddhism and the forest of temples and monaster-
ies in China that came into being in the long period of
subsequent ages, the Buddhist discioles have all along
honoured Baima Si as the “earliest ancestral temple”
and the “source of Buddhism” In a word, Baima Si has
indeed occupied a unique status in China'shistory of
Buddhism.
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