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Henan is one of the major birthplaces of the Chinese nation.thanks to its
ancient history. During the time 500,000 to0 600,000 years ago, the
forefathers of the Chinese people lived here. During the Neolithic Period
4,000 to 10,000 years from now, people created the Peiligang Culture,
Yangshao Culture and Longshan Culture. Some 4,000 years ago, the

earliest settlers in the region were already well advanced in cultural

development, thus standing at the core of the Chinese civilization.
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. Ruins of the Yangshao Culture in Mianchi
County, Sanmenxia.

. Ruins of the Peiligang Culture in Xinzheng,
Zhengzhou.

. Cave home of the primitive man at Anyang,
dating back to more than 25,000 years.

. An image of a dragon built with shells from
6,400 years ago. Unearthed in Puyang City, it
is regarded as the “First Dragon of China” .

. The Dahe Village ruins, in suburban Zhengzhou,

from 5,000 years ago.
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1.The hometown of the Yellow
Emperor, founding father of the
Chinese nation, in Xinzheng near the
city of Zhengzhou.

2.The mausoleum of Tai Hao in

Huaiyang County, Zhoukou.

3. Ruins of the Yin at Anyang, famous for
the oracle bones bearing the earliest
Chinese characters unearthed.

4 Yanshi in Luoyang, ruins of the
capital city of the Xia Dynasty.

5.Ruins of the capital city of the Shang
Dynasty, Zhengzhou.
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Its splendid and ancient history has left the land of the expansive Central Plain
N 5 =

a great wealth of extremely § valuable cultural relics. On its territory of

167,000 square kilometers, Henan p is dotted with more than 28,000

sites noted for their cultural relics, among which 96 are classified as

national key sites ™~ under protection

and 253 as provincial sites under protection. Henan
leads the nation in the ' amount of cultural relics

i
\
underground and comes & second in those standing

above ground. In all, some 1.3 million pieces

of cultural relics, or one -eighth of the national

total, are preserved in museums in Henan.

Among the 100 important archaeological discoveries

of the 20th century jointly listed by several

national authoritative institutions, 17 of

them are from Henan, placing the province

9

in the lead in the country. - Besides, the Yin ruins

at Anyang have been citedas ~ n, » thefirst of the hundred.

In fact, Henan can be said to be the museum of history

of China.
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1.The birthplace of Lao Zi in Luyi County, Zhoukou B < T o -~ ‘ e &
2 £ \
2.The memorial garden to Han Yu in his hometown - 1 “\\“\\\\\\\5
; &

in Mengzhou city, Jiaozuo

3.The cave dwelling where Du Fu, a “master of

poetry” was born, Gongyi in Zhengzhou
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River Scene at the Clear and Bright Festival (partial), in which Zhang Zeduan, an artist living in the 12th century vividly portrays the prosperity of

Bianliang (today's Kaifeng, Henan), then capital of the Northern Song Dynasty.
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Henan was the first and served as the most frequent capital of
ancient dynasties in Chinese history. Some 4,000 years ago, a tribe
known as Xia established the first slavery kingdom in Chinese
history in the western part of Henan. Some 500 years later, Shang
rose in Shanggqiu, replacing Xia as another dynasty. And this ushered
in a period of continued rise and fall of feudal dynasties. Of the
seven ancient capitals in China, three were in Henan, namely the
city of Anyang as the capital of Shang, Luoyang as the capital of
nine dynasties and Kaifeng as the capital of seven dynasties. In

China's 5,000-year history, Henan was the national political, economic

and cultural center for more than 2,500 years.
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1. Ruins of the ancient states of Zheng and Han in today's

Xinzheng City

2. The ancient city of Shanggiu

3. The ancient town of the State of Wei during the Han
Dynasty, in today's Luoyang

4. The Great Wall of Chu at Nanzhao,Nayang—the oldest
Great Wall in China
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1.Site where chariots of the
Warring States Period have been
unearthed, Xinzheng

2. Newly discovered in Luoyang
the Emperor's chariot of Eastern
Zhou Dynasty pulled by six ho-
rses

3. A burial site of ancient chariots
and horses of the State of Guo
found in Sanmenxia City

4. Guangong Temple in Zhoukou

5.The Spring and Autumn Tower
in Xuchang City




