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intriguing [m'trigiy]
adj. ENHHEBIH

panorama [ ;peena'ra:ma |

n. A5 AR R

ancient [ 'em/ant |

adj. ) ER G ICE IHA

| legend [ 'ledzond ]

n. A AL

shroud [ fravd ]
vt. JFFIBE 7 A 25 5 G s RO
n. gP*ﬁv %K

unification [ jumnifi'kerfn]

n Gi— f—i—H

exquisite [ 'ekskwizrt |

ivory [ 'arvert |

! adj. AR KRN n. R4

! brutal [ "brutl] arena [o'rimno ]
adj. FRZHY; EBER n. EE A

random [ 'reendom | wrestling [ 'reslip]
adj. {EEH:HELE n. [EMEE

Hercules [ 'hakjulnz]

sacred [ 'serkrid ]

n. K¥EHE; 71+ adj. SEHEY; EH) HEH
chariot [ 'tfeeriat ] mythological [ imi6s'lndzikl ]
n. % adj. WEFER). WIEH: A E

participant [ pa:'tisipant |
n. B5%F HEH

initially [1'nifal1]
adv. 51Tk

aristocratic [ eerista'kreetik |

adj. B SEBUA Y

sponsorship [ 'sponsafip |
n. BEBh: BEHh
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Origin of Olymplc Games

The Origin of Olympic Games is easily one of the most intriguing mysteries in
the vast panorama of time. It is said that the Olympic Games in the ancient times
were basically a part of the religious festival which was held in honor of Zeus, the
father of Greek gods. The festival was held in the Olympia, in the western
‘Peloponnesus. According to the various historical sources it is believed that the
Origin of Olympic Games can be traced back to the year 776 ‘BC. Legend has it that
the games were established by ‘Heracles (Hercules) who was responsible for bringing the
sacred olive tree to Olympia. Another source reveals that hero ‘Pelops established the
festival after he defeated ‘King ©@enomaus in an ancient chariot race.

So though the exact Origin of Olympic Games is shrouded in mystery, the
games on the whole became the central spark of the Greek culture very early and
an important factor that controlled the unification of the Greeks with an exception
of the language and the mythological problem.

“With the passage of time, the Olympian site became very popular for its
exquisite group of temples and monuments. The gold and the ivory statue of Zeus
is considered one of the seven wonders of the world. The Olympic Games were
held every fourth year. Some of the sources point out to some of the startling facts
regarding the idea of the Origin of Olympic Games, which is in the initial phase of
the game, was a brutal one where the main emphasis was made on the strength of
the players and the women were completely prohibited to enter the playing arena
of the Olympics. 1t is said that participants or even officials who cheated were
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heavily fined and the money collected was used to build statues of Zeus.

‘Initially most of the participants who took part in the games came from rich
and wealthy background and aristocratic Greek class. ‘Now as the years rolled on
and the centuries too, Olympics narrowed down and became comparatively less
exclusive and thus the poor athletes got some sponsorship and were able to
compete in the games.

One of the most interesting features in relation with the Origin of Olympic
Games comprises the fact that not all the events of the modern Olympic today
were part of the ancient Olympics as well. Some of the main events that were
found their entry in the ancient Olympics were boxing, which existed without
rounds until one side was either knocked out or acknowledged defeat. No such
weight divisions existed in that time and the opponents were selected by random
lot. ‘Boxers did not wear boxing gloves. ‘Instead, they wore hamates which were
pieces of leather tied round the hands and wrists leaving free the fingers. Another
favorite event was the chariot racing. This was a sport in which only the wealthiest
contestants took part. Some of the other important events that worth mentioning
are, horse racing, pancratium (combination of boxing wrestling and judo),

running, hoplite race, wrestling, pentathlon.
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Word Bamk

f { =
| groom [ gru:m ] | synthesis [ 'sm@sis |
n. B3, HER

| n GEER

incorporate [ 1n'koporert |
ve. (L EAAL . (B

vi. GF

accessory [ ok'sesort |
n. B4 B
adj. M@K #hFERY

reckless [ 'rekls ]
adj. Ait/E R EHF

robe [ raub ]
n. K

dealer [ 'di:la(r) |
n. ZEIEEA

| ensemble [ op'sogbla]

n. & 5EHER

affirm [2'faim ]

v WTE L BIA 8 QR4 A it

heritage [ 'heritidz |
n. 7= HRAL 550

garment [ 'ga:ment |

n. KM A

f
 rite [rait]
|

n L AL, I

‘ migration [ mai'greifn]

% n. BR.BH




colonization [ kolanai'zern ]

entirely [in'taioli]

n. FHR ML, R adv. 8K, —HE
apparel [o'peeral ] attire [o'taro(r) ]

n. AKHR n. %

Vi Boseess R V. Byeesaes LK T

rebirth [iri:'baf]
n. BiE B2 R

resurgence [ ri'sadzons |

n. JREE; %

auspicious [o:s'pifes |

adj. FHIKAY ;LB

mourning [ 'mamiy ]

n. i&ﬁ] ’ ﬂ&{%

symbolize [ 'simbolaiz]

vt RAE vio fERgee BIRAE

clientele [ klizon'tel ]

n YRARIEN; B

bridal [ 'braidl]
adj. FURAY HTiEE

dynastic [ di'nzestik]
adj. WK, TR

semblance [ 'semblons |

n. SR i

= Aiad

enter into #EA

fall out of use ZHEH

in favor of B ; 3§

be made up of -+ 2,

: -

Cultural Wgadnné Traditions

“Weddings are a universal rite of passage, a process which requires one to

separate from the old, pass from the old to the new, and finally, become a part of

the new. The rituals and traditions for this process vary from country to country.

The changes of clothing often represent the change in social status of the bride or

groom. Sometimes the clothing changes reveal traditions and practices adapted

from other cultures via trade, migration, or colonization.

“Western fashion has influenced the style of dress of many non-western

cultures, in some areas replacing the traditional dress entirely. “Wedding

celebrations are sometimes the only places where a semblance of a culture’s

traditional dress survives. Several countries incorporated the white wedding gown

into their wedding traditions during the early and mid twentieth century. One can
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find a synthesis of western fashion and traditional dress in wedding attire, either
through the style of dress, type of fabric, or style of accessories. Although the
white wedding dress tradition of “Western culture can be found among the
wedding traditions of several places where Europeans and Americans had
influence, there has been a rebirth in cultural identity and a resurgence of interest
in traditional wedding dress.

‘In several Asian countries, wedding ceremonies share a common Confucian
tradition, and common traditions regarding color. Many traditional wedding
costumes incorporate the color red, since it is an auspicious and happy color.
“White, on the other hand, is the traditional color of death and mourning. In the
past, Japanese brides would wear a white kimono on the first day of the marriage
ceremony to symbolize their separation or “death” from their birth family.

‘In both Korea and Japan, weddings have become a prosperous business with
a steady clientele. ‘Both cultures view marriage as a necessity to enter into adult
society. The marriage ceremony changes reckless youths into responsible adults.

Traditional Korean bridal dress is based on the costume of royal princesses.
The red skirt and yellow jacket are worn over full pantaloons and a long slip, and
under a red robe with wide rainbow stripe sleeves. The headdress consists of a
beaded crown with a dragon head pin in lacquered hair. The groom wears a royal
blue robe of a style worn by officials in dynastic times, with a black hat associated
with scholars or officials. A western style shirt and tie are worn under the robe.

TIn Macedonian, many traditional forms of wedding apparel fell out of use in
the 1930s, in favor of more modern forms of dress. They often ended up in shops
and were bought by tourists. Many of the surviving traditional *folk” wedding
dresses are made up of pieces of costumes from several different regions,
sometimes put together by a dealer trying to create a complete ensemble. In an
interest to reaffirm their cultural heritage, many Africa-Americans incorporate
aspects from “Western African cultures into their wedding traditions. This often
includes items of dress, and can feature authentic garments and accessories from a
“West African country.
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bishop [ 'bifop] anonymously [ 2'nonimasli ]

n. ¥ adv. EZ4M




