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Abstract

Huan County, located in farming-pastoral zone of Loess Plateau in the hin-
terland of China, has suffered from disasters for a long time. Instead of becoming
fishermen and woodmen, people there take lagged farming as their main mode of
production. Surprisingly, with a population of 340000, this county up till now
still has 50 theatrical troupes playing Huan County Daoging ( to peddle the reli-
gious morality and express the true love in the world) Shadow Play which is per-
formed by more than 300 artists on temple fair, at private property and in the
County all year around. How can shadow play be well-preserved and even be
flourishing in such a tiny backward area in Northwest China? Why are local peo-
ple in favour of such a form of art? How does the Huan County Daoqing Shadow
Play embody local people’s history, custom and belief, and represent their val-
ues?

Based on these questions, this paper unfolds the study from perspectives of
Huan County’s cultural and geographical backgrounds and the theatrical troupe’s
history, operation mechanism, inheritance and performance. Taking the Jing’s
family troupe whose unique art has been passed on for five generations during one
hundred years as the main subject of our academic investigation, we carried out
indepth interviews of different crowd, such as artists and their relatives, audi-
ence, villagers and related government officials during our nearly half a year’s
field work to Huan County and collected related data, such as live performance,
oral history, material objects, photos and government documents, etc. Then, we
wrote step by step the history and operation of Huan County Daoqing Shadow Play
and local culture that it has inherited, analyzed the characteristic of its morpho-

logical features of performance, and revealed the inner connection between its
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performance and history, operation, and inheritance, adopting ethnographic,
ethnomusicological and hermeneutic method respectively.

As for its structure, this dissertation, apart from the introduction part and
the conclusion parts, is composed of five chapters. Chapter I introduces the local
history, culture and geographic features of Huan County, with a view to figure out
the background on which Shadow Play depends for existence; besides, the writ-
ing background of this paper is also included. Then, chapter II, taking Jing’s
theatrical troupe for example to look back upon the history of the theatrical
troupe, glimpses Daoging Shadow Play’s developmental process and historical
prescription from three perspectives, namely inheritance genealogy, evolution of
opera box and development of performance. Later, chapter III resolves the static‘
internal structure and dynamic operation law of the troupe from a sociological
point of view, so as to detect the interactive relationship between the perform-
ances of the troupe and social customs. Then, through examining the growth his-
tories of the artists of the Jing’s theatrical troupe, chapter IV gives a comprehen-
sive display of the inheritance process, methods and characteristics of Daoqing
Shadow Play’s self-reproduction. Lastly, in chapter V, the author explains the
integrative relationship between the connotative meaning of cultural and forms of
music through the analysis of temple record of different types of plays and the ex-

amination of its music and morphological features.

Keywords: Huan County Daoqing Shadow Play; Theatrical Troupe; Opera-

tion Mechanism; Inheritance; Performance



