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Episode 1.

Getting to Know Who’ s Who

Mr. Christopher Gordon, Managing Director of International

Trading Company and Miss Philippa Davis, a representative from

the Sino-BritishTrade Council, have just arrived at Gatwick airport

to meet a Chinese delegation of 4 people, who are coming to Britain

on a trade mission.

CORDON

DAVIS

GORDON

DAVIS

We’ ve made it in good time. The plane’ s
scheduled to land in half an hour. and it’ 1l be
at least another 30 — 40 minutes after that
before they’ ve cleared passport control. the
baggage hall and customs—so why don’ t we
go and have a coffee?

Yes. good idea. Actually. 1’ m really quite
hungry. 1didn’ t have time for breakfast this
morning. 1 wouldn’ t mind a sandwich or
something. Oh, isn* t Mr. Yang from
Sinochem’ s London office coming to the
airport?

Yes, 17 m sure he is. In fact he' s arranged

“all the hotel bookings for the delegation. so 1

expect he’ 1l be here soon.

(They go up the coffec lounge. buy their
drinks and sit down. )

Gosh. it” s really expensive here. 1 couldn’ t
believe it when I was charged £2. 50 justv for

a coffee and a sandwich. It’ s awful!



GORDON

DAVIS

GORDON

DAVIS

GORDON .

DAVIS

Yes. these places are always cxpensive. 1
suppose one is paying more for the
convenience than for the food. You’ ve done
well in arranging such a full programme for
this delegation.

Thank you. The delegation members had
very clear ideas about exactly who they
wanted to see and why. All the U. K. firms
approached were delighted to have an
opportunity to meet the Chinese delegates on
home soil. Most of the companies they are
visiting have already done some business with
China. They are pleased to be able to return
the (hospitality¥always extended to British
visitors to the PRC.

Have you met Madam Li Wei, the delegation
leader?

> t actually. You have

No. 1 haven
presumably?
Yes, she’s a pretty impressive person, I must
say. I met her a few years ago, shortly after
she’ d just signed what still is, I think. one of
the largest fertilizer contracts in the world.
She wasn’ t the president of Sinochem at that
time, but I imagine closing that deal would
have made it a foregone conclusion that she
was next in line for the job.

She’ s relatively young for such a responsible

post, isn’ t she?



GORDON

DAVIS

GORDON

DAVIS

GORDON

DAVIS

GORDON

DAVIS

Yes. I’ d put her in her mid-40’ s, certainly
no more than 46 or 47, but it’ s hard to tell
with the Chinese. They don’ t show their age
as much as we do., She’ s still very attractive
and always well dressed. Never a hair out of
place.

I’ m Jooking forward to meeting her. What’ s
her English like?

It’ s absolutely superb. It never ceases to
amaze me how well the Chinese manage to

speak English. The majority have only

studied it in China. They' ve never been to

England or the States or Australia. It really
puts my efforts at learning Chinese to shame.
Well, in all fairness Chinese is said to be one
of the most difficult languages in the world. Is
Madam L.i easy to get on with?

Oh yes, no problem there. On a social level,
she’ s very pleasant and has a great sense of
humour. But don’t be deceived. In a business
environment. she is tough. but she is always
fair and ‘Her word is her bond. "

Yes. 17 ve heard that., If you want .to do
business with her. you must do your
homework.

She is extremely astute and clear-headed in
negotiations. - Most people 1’ ve spoken to
enjoy doing business with her because she is
so open and above-board.

Do you know the rest of the delegation?



GORDON

I met Madam Wan Qing last time she was in
Britain. She seems quietly competent. She is
a project manager with Machimpex and is
responsible for buying all China’ s ships.
Quite a task.

DAVIS Really. My colleagues have met the two
gentlemen coming’, Mr. Guan and Mr. Zhou.
They are coming to sell rather than to buy,
aren’ t they?

GORDON Yes. Although it’ s'a small delegation, they
are all very responsible people, and all have
the power to sign deals on behalf of their
corporations. So, I hope a lot of business will

‘ be done in the coming fortnight.

DAVIS Yes, let’ s hope so. But now we’ d better go
down to the arrivals hall in case they come
through customs sooner than we expected.

GORDON Hopefully we’ 1l bump into Mr. Yang Ding
while we’ re waiting. Yes, look there he is,
he’ s just coming in now. Let’ s go and join
him.

Terms i the Introductioy :

1.  managing diretor PR SR EFESNR

2. International Trading Company ] NG

3.  representative R#£

4.  Sino-British Trade Council PEARERS

5.  airport Pl

6.  delegation R&H

7.  mission 4
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to clear passport control

The baggage hall
customs
sandwich
Sinochem

hotel bookings
the coffee lounge
expensive

I was charged £ 2.
convenience

a full programme
firms approached
hospitality
presumably
impressive

to sign

fertilizer contracts

to close a deal

50.

a foregone conclusion

relatively young
a responsible pbst
attractive
absolutely superb
to amaze me

the majority

put to shame

in all fairness

a sense of humour
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30.
31.
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.
37.
38.
39.

tough

Her word is her bond.

astute

negotiation

open and above-bhoard
competent

project manager
Machimpex

colleague

hopefully

Say these sentences:

L.
2.
3.

(@2}
.

10.

11.
12.
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We’ ve made it in_good time.

The plane’ s scheduledvto land in half an hour.-

It’ Il take at least another 30 minutes before they’ ve

cleared customs.

I expect he' 1l be here soon.

They were delighted to have an opportunity to meet the

delegates.

We' Il be pleased to return the hospitality extended to us in

Britain.

It' s a foregone conclusion that she is next in line for the

job.

She’ s relatively young for such a responsible post.

I m looking forward to meeting her."

In all fairness Chinese

languages in the world.

is onc of the most difficult

She’ s very pleasant and has a great sense of humour.

Her word is her bond.



Exercises

Vocabulary

1.

Guess the meaning of the underlined words in the sentences
below. Put a tick against your cgoice.
1) We’ ve made it in good time,
a). managed to arrive b achieved c). created
2) 1t’ 1l take at least another 30 minutes before they’ ve cleared
customs.
a). habits
bh). The place where you declare things of value when
entering a country
¢). long established practices

3) In fact he’ s arranged all the hotel bookings for the

delegation.
a). the hotel library service
b). tables reserved in the hotel restaurant
~). rooms reserved in a hotel
4) All the U. K. firms approached were delighted to have an
opportunity to meet the Chinese delegates on home soil.
a). in the countryside
b). in the U. K.
¢J. in China
Match the words in the first column with the explanation in the
second. Write the number on the blank line. (The first one has
been done for you. )
airport 3 1. a timetable
firm 2. a formal agreement between two or
more parties
contract 3. a landing and taking off area for

passenger airplanes

~)



negotiation 4. a company
prorgamme 5. discussion intended to produce an

agrecment

Oral paractice

1. “to be scheduled ro” % B8 i1 |-y i} i) &
Remember Mr. Gordon says “The plane is scheduled to land in
half an hour. ™ % B4 fi i+ I 1] & K HLAE /TG VR .

The expression “to be scheduled to” can be used in many

situations. For example: The train is scheduled to leave at 7: 00
am. The guests are scheduled to arrive
in 20 minutes.

Now you try.

1) The planc is scheduled to land in half an hour.
(in 20 minutes)
The plane is scheduled to land in 20 minutes.

2) The train is scheduled to leave at'7; 00 am.
(The bus)
The bus is scheduled to leave at 7; 00 am. -
(in a minute)
The bus is scheduled to leave in a minute.

3) The guests are scheduled to arrive in half an hour .
(in 20 minutes)
The guests are scheduled to arrive in 20 minutes.
(The delegation)

The delegation is scheduled to arrive in 20 minutes.

2. “It’ 1l take”: FFEfE-- (ZKHHHE)

“

Mr. Gordon says “It” Il take the Chinese delegation at least 30

minutes to clear customs”t1 18] (X & FA 2 LB /i A fES o¢
8



3.

Notice the pattern“It will take someone a certain amount of time

to do something”. This is in answer to the question

“How long will it take somebody to do something?”
Now you try.
1) How long does it take to get to the airport?
(an hour)
It takes an hour to get to the airport.
2) How long does it take to get to New York by plane?
(about 17 hours)
It takes about 17 hours.
3) How long will it take you to get home?
(40 minutes$)
It will take me 40 minutes to get home.
4) How long did it take them to close the deal?
(a week) ‘
It took them a weck to close the deal.
“Actually”™; JIPR I
Remember Mr. Gordon says “Why don’ t we go and have a
coffee?” to which MissDavis replies “Yes, good idea. Actually.
1’ m really quite hungry.” The word. *actually” is very
commonly used in English meaning “in fact”. It is used to show
agreement or polite disagreement. *Actually’ F 423 HLAILA HI
Yin fact” af LA H] & 2R A & 880 B 465R AS[E] . Here

is an example.

I

“Why don’ t we go and have a coffee?”
[l Bl LA R
The answer could be: “Yes. actually I’ d love to. ” £ 35[0 & .
or “Well. actully. I’ d rather not. if you don’ t mind. " ffi 4% ih
KR AE S



Now you try. You may show agreement or disagréement if you
like.
1) Why don” t we go out to dinner tonight? (4-f9)
(Yes. actually 1’ d love to. )
2) Would you like to come with me to this meeting? (4~
3:)
(Well. actually I’ d rather not. if you don’ t mind. )
3) Shall we go and meet them at the airport? (&ff])
(Yes, actually 1" d love to.)
4) Let’ s go and see the exhibition tomorrow. (43:)
(Well, actually 1’ d rather not. if youdon’ t mind. )
“I’ m sures=I' m not sure;” “FKIA K" "R AKFRE"

Miss Davis asks Mr. Gordon if Mr. Yang is coming to the

airport, to which he replies. “Yes, 1’ m sure he is. ” When you
are certain of something, you say “I’ m sure+:+” When you are
uncertain. you say “1’ m not sure---” {FEZ LT E . ®H
“T" m sure-" (FEREAEHE. 8H “I” m not sure”.
Let’ s have some examples.
Does. Miss Davis speak Chinese?
Yes. I’ m sure she does. (HWLUHE.)
Well, I’ m not sure. 1 know she speaks Japanese. (F% /~BY
HE.)
Is it all right to leave early?
Yes. I’ msureitis. (FKJLUHE.)
~ Well, I’ m not sure. (FABHE.)
Now you try.
1) Is it going to rain? (B H &)
(Well. I’ m not sure. )
2) Does the train go every hour? (A[LAH E)
(Yes. I’ m sure it does. )
10



3) Will he come to the party tonight? (AH{ &)
(Well. I" m not sure. )
4) Did he go and see the doctor vesterday? - (u] L )
(Yes, I" m sure he did. )
5. Lexpect” "R “HHAL "Hfkit”
We are talking again about Mr.. Yang. Mr. Gordon says:
“I expect he’ 1l be here soon. ”
If you think something will happen. but you’ re not hundred
precent sure about it, and yet you have good reason to believe
that it will happen. then you can safely use the expression I
expectess. ”
“T expect” J& 1B HIE . S OB AR FE. (HSUANE i
Sy 2 R S AREE . PRATLAIE “T expect™ Gufa. fiff,
For example.
He’ 1l be back tomorrow.
(I’ m almost sure. )
I expect he’ Ul be back tomorrow.
Now you try. Begin your sentence with “I expect”.
1). We’ Il make it in good time.
(1 expect we’ Il make it in good time. )
2). It’ 1l take less than 20 minutes to get to the hotel.
(I expect it” Il take less than 20 minutes to get to the
hotel. )
3). You' ve met him beforc.
(1 expect you' ve met him before. )
4). She will be next in line for the post.
(I expect she will be next in line for the post. )
6. “I’ m looking forward tos=+"; “FRHHGL.--". “FIRAE--"

Mr. Gordon gives a vivid description of L.i Wei. which arouses

Miss Davis’interest. She says. “I’m looking forward to meeting

11



