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Preface

We now have the American Jewish literature. In the twentieth
century, American Jewish writers have succeeded in creating a major
type of literature, with distinctive themes and orientations. This
distinctiveness grew out of the need for an ancient culture, with a
proud but often somber history, to adapt to the new American world
where millions of its members now live. The literature produced,
primarily in the fictional form, chronicled the problems of adjustment
and adaption, attaining world class with Nobel Prizes for Literature
being awarded to Saul Bellow and Issac Bashevis Singer.

Sixteen years ago when I was an English major at Nankai
University, American-Jewish literature was virtually popular in China.
American-Jewish writers had their names in the university library
catalogs, but rarely did they arouse the attention of the faculty and
students. At the time when I worked at my MA thesis on Philip Roth,
it seemed to me that few shared my literary interest.

Fortunately the situation has changed. Five years ago I began to
pursue my Ph.D. Degree under the tutorship of Prof. Chang Yaoxin of
Nankai University, who encouraged me to undertake a research on
Bernard Malamud. This book would never have appeared were it not
for Prof. Chang’s most valuable guidance.

The book is designated to discuss Malamud’s uniqueness. In the
three decades of his literary career, Malamud has written about Jews

in a manner unique to American literature. His fiction is decidedly



Jewish, though he seldom universalizes to the extent that Bellow
does. More than any other Jewish writers, Malamud prefers his heroes
to escape the fatal limitations of the human condition. He believes
that one must accept the fatality of his own identity—be it Jew or
Gentile, success or failure—and working within that identity, transcend
himself and burst his prison into a new life. He conveys the major
elements of the modern American scene: the quest for identity, the
significance of suffering, the post-Holocaust consciousness, and
Jewishness through richly textured fable, allegory, and history, heavily
painted with morality and humanity.

The idea of having a book published is inspired by the needs of
my graduate students, who over the years have taken my lectures on
American Jewish fiction for year-long module. In the process of getting
the materials ready for the book, I became increasingly aware that
such a book should also serve the interests of the general readers who
want to understand American Jewish writing in general and Malamud
in particular,

In the course of my research, I have benefited from corresponding
with E.A. Abramson, the most recent Malamud critic at Hull University
of Britain, who indicated interest in my study and generously responded
to my questions. Similarly, I am grateful to Prof. Zhang Wangxi and
Prof. Ning Yizhong of Beijing Language and Culture University for
their excellent advice and encouragement for my research. Thanks to
the comments from Prof. Suo Jinmei, I am able to rethink key issues
and strengthen my present study. I wish to thank Prof. Gu Qinan, my
MA tutor, who provided valuable comments on my research. I would

also wish to thank my colleagues, Prof. Guo Jun and Associate Prof.
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Hu Jun, for their sound judgments and remarkable responsiveness to
my research.

I wish to thank Beijing Language and Culture University whose
fellowship enabled me to work out my book at California State
University at Long Beach. My research on Malamud would have been
unthinkable without a relatively large number of sources that I
obtained during my academic visit to the US.

As always, no words can adequately convey the contributions of
my family for their understanding and cooperation. My wife and
daughter limited their demands and tried to satisfy mine. My parents
deserve praise for their support of my study. The encouragement and

love from my family have inspired me and make this book possible.

Fu Yong, Ph.D.



A Note for the Texts

Page references for quotations from the major American-Jewish

novels are of the ML A style unless otherwise indicated. The following

abbreviations of the titles have been used in this book:

Bernard Malamud:

IN
TA
NL
TF
T
DL
GG
CS

Saul Bellow:

14
HRK
H

The Natural

The Assistant

A New Life

The Fixer

The Tenants

Dubin’s Lives

God’s Grace

The Complete Stories

The Victim
Henderson the Rain King
Herzog

Isaac Bashevis Singer

S

shosha

iii



Philip Roth

GC “Goodbye, Columbus”

PC Portnoy’s Complaint

RMO Reading Myself and Others
Abraham Cahan

RDL The Rise of David Levinsky
Michael Gold

JWM Jews Without Money

iv
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