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To the Teacher:
Teaching Encounters with Westerners

l. General

The ultimate goal of English study is not just to learn a language for its own
sake. Rather, the goal is to learn how to understand and effectively communicate
with people from other nations and cultures. Encounters with Westerners is a
textbook to help students not only improve their English, but also grow in
their ability to interact effectively with people from other cultures, especially
Westerners.

This integrated skills textbook provides students with practice in speaking,
listening, reading and writing. It is appropriate for use in courses on Western
culture or intercultural communication, but due to its heavy emphasis on

discussion it is also appropriate for use in oral skills courses.

Il. Goals of Encounters with Westerners

This textbook aims to achieve five different kinds of goals:

1) Help students improve their English language skills. Encounters allows
students to build their English skills by reading about and discussing
topics that are intellectually appropriate — and generally interesting — to
adult learners in China. In particular, Encounters helps students:

[(JLearn to explain ideas at ever greater levels of nuance.
[OLearn to share ideas effectively in discussion.

2) Help students develop good intercultural communication habits and
skills. In particular, Encounters builds students’ awareness of how they go
about interpreting the behavior of foreigners. It also encourages them to
develop the habit of pausing to consider alternative possible explanations
of puzzling or problematic behavior on the part of foreigners, rather than
jumping to (often ethnocentric) conclusions.

3) Familiarize students with basic concepts of intercultural communication.
Encounters introduces students to many of the basic concepts of

intercultural communication. The more students understand about the



