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1 The Story about Selling Combs to Temple Monks
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“The Story about Selling C:n?l\)s/ffo\/‘\

emple Monks [ 3 I 32 A< bt e 95~

—

well-paid company decided to expand its business and recruit more people to
of marketing in various regions. Because this company

, many applicants who . the offer came in crowd soon
after the advertisement was put out. The HR manager said, “A competition of sales is
much better than an interview. To select real talented salesmen among lots of
applicants, we'll make up a test . That is how you try your utmost

to sell combs to the monks in the temples. ”
the monks have no hair on their heads. How can the salesmen

them buying combs?

Hearing what they were asked to do, most of applicants felt , and some
even were annoyed about this ridiculous test. They thought, “A monk has no hair
because he is a monk. Why would the manager ask us to sell the combs to monks?
That's that the person who made up this testing must be crazy or
mentally deranged. It's a thing that never happens. ”

So after a while, the applicants left one by one.

They were afraid it was really a difficult task to fulfill.
As a result, on the site only three candidates
remained still. They were James Li, Johnson Wang
and Mike Zhang. The manager let them their

to show their talent in marketing, and he
would check the sales outcome within the next ten days.

. Ten days later, the manager asked James, “How many combs did
you sell out?” “Only one.” “How did you do then?” James complained the hardships
that he had gone through, because the monks usually scolded him or simply drove him
away for selling combs in the temples. “Fortunately on my way down a mountain, | met
with a teenage monk. He was sitting in the sun and scratching the dirty and thick skin
on his head. it 71, | quickly handed him a comb and let him use it. The young
monk happily paid the money after having a good feeling for the comb he used. ”

Next, the manager turned to Johnson, “How many combs did you sell out?”
“Ten.” “How did you sell then?” Johnson said that he went to an old temple on the
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top of a well-known mountain. He that the prayers. had their hair blown in
disorder due to the strong wind on the high mountain top. Johnson talked with the
abbot and said, “The disorderly appearances of prayers don't show a respect to
Buddha when they are praying. You should put some combs before the incense burner
table so that prayers can comb their hair before praying.” The abbot
Johnson's suggestion. There were ten incense burner tables in the temple, each
equipped with one comb. In this way ten combs were sold immediately.

Finally the manager asked Mike, “How many combs did you sell out?” “One
thousand. ” On hearing that, the manager was very surprised indeed, “My god! How
did you achieve that?” Mike said that he reached a famous temple where the Buddha
was born. Though it was located deep in the high mountains, the benefactors

in a continuous stream to get into the temple. Mike before
stepping in. He'd so many benefactors to sell the combs. He looked
for the abbot and advised him, “All the pilgrims come to the temple far away with their
devout hearts. The temple should better present a gift to every pilgrim, wishing them a
good luck and encouraging them to do more good deeds. | have some combs
available here, and your calligraphy is excellent too. You can first engrave ‘Kindness
Accumulating Comb’ on the combs and then present it to each pilgrim as a gift. The
cost could go to the praying tickets. ”

The abbot was very happy at Mike's advice. He at once bought one thousand
combs. He even invited Mike to stay in the temple for several days, attending the first
comb presenting ceremony with the honored guests from all

The benefactors and prayers were also very pleased to receive such gifts from the
temple abbot. The news spread ‘ quickly. More and more
benefactors came in to pray the prosperity at the temple. At last the abbot hoped to
order a variety of combs for various kinds of benefactors and prayers on different
occasions.

take charge
to assume control or com-
mand; be in control of 1. As a group leader, you should take charge.
¥, T hyhEk, B RRTER,
2. Nothing has ever gone amiss since he takes charge of the school.

B EEXATER AR, BMK BT FEHE,

He is the most capable person in our department. I’'m sure that he will
soon take charge of this department as long as he keeps working that




have deep pockets

if an organization or a per-
son has deep pockets,
they have a lot of money

Bk, WHEE

have someone’s
heart set on

to want or desire deeply,
regardless of practicality
or rationality RNE— b 3E
BRHESE

out of the ordinary
exceptional; uncommon;
unusual X F H 8, A IE
% H

] The Story about Selling Combs to Temple Monks
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hard. WEEMFMNREFHR LT, RHE, REBBEEH, &
Hetbit o £ EXANKIT,

1. You can win anything if you have very deep pockets.
MR AAE AT RE o

2. Many foreign students in the U. S. depend on their parents who have deep
pockets. 5 EEHIBRGFARLZFH A BRRZAMAERG K,

“I don’t have deep pockets, son. You have to pull up your sockets and
tighten your belt in order to take off your career. ”

“Yes, father.”

“ERRRBAR, LTF. hLeMeXBR, EEF, Timhas
I

1. I had my heart set on speaking good English.
H— R — R A e 3EE,

2. The child has his heart set on that toy: I wish I could buy it for him.
RHuF—ABLFANAAIRL, RIERELHFE—4,

Originally he had his heart set on buying the newest, best equipped
bicycle. But now he hadn’t had enough money, he would have to change
his mind and make do with one within the hundred dollar range. 4/& %
—CEELHEHN, RERFHATE, BRAAELEIFL SK,
FIARMAEEE, FTHE—GHRIAGAFER—T,

1. Has anything out of the ordinary happened since I’ve been away?
AAREGREARTFOFHRLED?

2. The life of the young hero was out of the ordinary.
e H B —ERTTF RN,

This expression sometimes, but not always, indicates that something is
better than the usual. However, the negative version, nothing out of the
ordinary, usually indicates that something is not special or outstanding, as

in “It was an interesting lecture, but nothing out of the ordinary.”

BABIERAEATEHRBEANGOR—H, —KeHE, RLHA
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on the face of it
seemingly; based on a-
vailable evidence; from
appearances alone
MERELE

talk into

to get someone to agree
to something, persuade
someone to do something
i

at a loss
in a state of bewilderment
or uncertainty ; puzzled

TR0 2 B

482 nothing out of the ordinary, Z 4 &+ “KH 2458, —&
87, Blde, “IAGERREAEY, RRLFEAH2EHG,

1. On the face of it, it seems quite reasonable.
ME @A, EMFEREE,
2. On the face of it, life was a mixture of the quaint and the archaic.

MEEERER, LERBHFABYEDFELETHHGRLSK,

This idiom is used when describing the way a situation appears, while
allowing for the possibility that things may be different, as in “ On the

»

face of it, the company looks very profitable. ” (The company appears
to be very profitable, but this may not be the case. )
BARBEART “FHABLARARIHN, RAOFLA TR
Fhest”, Flde, “KEBLE, XEAHEARFE.” (ABLA
REXEANAHBRFE, 2L FETiR;FEFL,)

—

. Don’t ever try to talk me into that kind of food.
KIZERZBILRZRIFFRY
2. He tried to talk Wilson into making concessions on the question.

He X B S BLER AR AR K P AR B ik

We went shopping last Sunday, and this kind of laptop was on sale. The
salesman there listed all of the advantages of the laptop to talk us into
buying it. Finally, we bought the product.
TABEMEFEABYNBRXHLERRAEFAFEL, AL4E R
BANERAAGREATIZ B, LWREAMNEEEXZT R, K5,
EMET,

1. I was at a loss to give response to his challenge.
FR S g 2 Al b BRIk A A R .
2. If you asked him why, he would have been at a loss to explain.

hEZBERAN L, RTRALSEFER, Rt fTHRAE,

I am at a loss to find words with which to express my chagrin and grief.
All I can do is to keep silent and try to make up in the future.
RELERTBEESGFORRACTHBEIRE EMH, RERFILK,
B 71 ¥Rk,




anyone’s guess

something that no one

knows for sure

WA

take chance

to accept the risks, to re-
sign oneself to whatever

happens
HidE;, MRS

time flies
time passes quickly
B S 3

see fit

to decide it is right,

decide it is good
INAEE

to

] The Story about Selling Combs to Temple Monks
6] 55 JB A 8 SR AR

1. Future earnings are anyone’s guess. & F M 3 hofT i 3R A
2. Whether a public plan will prevail or not is anyone’s guess.

o2t R R TR BT, AR,

“Will it rain tomorrow?”

“That's anyone’s guess. It will be sunny according to the weather
forecast for tomorrow. But it’s still raining outside. ”

“PARATHG?”

“frmiE R, RARBRAARZIHR, TRIMGZEATH,”

1. I've no idea whether this scheme will work; I'll just take my chance.
B ZA TR R F/TFE, 2R K ERAKKXE,
2. “Of course we can’t afford to fake our chances,” agreed Winston

dutifully. “% %K=, KMNAERBEECE,” BHAPRKLEE,

Some people take the view that sometimes in life we have to take our
chances in order to make progress. Like everyone else, they fear failing,
but they refuse to let fear control them. And finally they succeed.

ABARABZMNE—EZF, AHKLAE LBRALRZ KAA
—#, ML EMEK, 2ENAEERTER, REMENAFT,

1. Time flies and life is short. X MMATMALEY
2. Time flies and a century rolls away. B X4k, —A#@d %7,

I remember when I first saw you, you were a newborn baby. Now you
are 20 years old already and have been a college student. Time ﬂies'
RERRE —RNARG &, AR B A, TREAEKRDEZEA20
FHRFAET , B FEEAF AR

1. You may go or not as you see fit. Rk REMAZ,
2. You can make this article either long or short, as you see fit.
EEHEXFETKTH, RER S ERE A B,

I don’t see fit to tell him all our plans. He has nothing to do with the
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take notice
observe with special
attention ;¥ &

take up
to accept an offer that
someone has made

BEREAFRBHES

make a beeline

to go directly and quickly
towards EFEERELHEFE
mEY

plan, and I don’t think he will keep secret.
FEMG LR AL T, RAERKESE, RIAHR— 5
XBLEA, M LEFREFERRE,

1. Please take notice of my announcement. + & 973X #4if 40,
2. He is too proud to take notice of others. {LiRHFHL, REBRIA

Did she take some medicine? A cold is not a serious problem, but if we
don’t take notice, it would become pneumonia. #.v% % 7 "5? B F R~

R AFEGFEA, B2 REEE, CLTRM XY,

1. My friend said that next time dinner would be on him, and I took him
up on that. K A SRR W T RILF LR, RKKES,
2. T was taking you up on your offer. K A8 ib4R#AF 1=,

“I just moved to a new place and it has a swimming pool! You’ll have to
come over to swim sometime. ”

“T’ll definitely take you up on that. ”

“RRIBIET, MERAANFRAL fh—F B AT R,
AR AR E A

1. When the train finally arrived, cold and weary travelers made a
beeline for it. K & J&&ARKE, XA K MHRITHE AN X,

2. He made a beeline for an expensive wedding ring without asking her if
she would accept him or not. 442 8 31 & ¥ 69 4§ R IF LA K HF F
T, AR R T 0 KA

3. People who make a beeline for the front row during lessons are clearly
more interested in learning than those who hide in the back. _EiR#t,

HiEA QU H RO ALRESHOAR PR LNREF,

“Make a beeline” is an American idiom. It’s a phrase based on the idea
that a bee travels in a direct path to its hive where it lives. For a person
to make a beeline for some place, they know exactly where they’re
heading — and so they go straight there without distraction or detour.
You can also make a beeline for another person, in which case you go
directly to them. “make a beeline” £ % EH & &, B B TAANIHE
$—EH AR RN CHRA AR, T—AARW, RELZAGX
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think twice
to consider and reconsider
carefully =&

make the best of
something

to make an unsatisfactory
situation as pleasant as
possible

ERREYNS

walks of life
various levels of social po-
sition or achievement

BiT&l

1 The Story about Selling Combs to Temple Monks
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b, APRIE T, RREZCZEREBITA, K—AALZK
H, RTREBARAIE X,

1. You must think twice before you take this step.
ThEAX—FZH, RE =%,

2. The teacher advised Luis to think rwice before deciding to quit school.
XU 2 3 By M e ik AR BT,

Someone walked into your office, and asked for five minutes of your
time. You agreed, but your conversation lasted for far more than five
minutes. So think twice next time someone asks you for “five minutes of
your time” — it could cost you more than you think. # A A& # 4k & &
NE, ERERLAE A GEE, RRET, KAk EFL
TR A4, AR T REBAASSARH “ & AR E 5478
W oeE, KT AT ERFRALL, RATHRERRZGAASY
RAEBRA X AR E,

1. We should make the best of the chance we got.
BN ZL A AR AL,
2. Those that make the best of their time have none to spare.

RASA RS HEREA ZRGLT,

We must make the best of our opportunities to speak English, for
example, we can take up some English courses, we can take part in the
English corner, we can listen to some English songs and also we can watch
some English movies. HATLARTH) AN HIEE, tbdeRAT Ak
B —RIENRAE, SEEAED, TEEREIFALELY,

1. English is used in almost all walks of life.
EEILFEEAF AR L,
2. In most walks of life, you only get out what you put in.

ERSBAAR, RGBS FRKIKS D,

Opportunities to develop talent and raise status are available in all walks
of life. In the entire society, no job can be despised indeed.

BEEATEVARALET R, RBVLEHNE, £EAELF, 4
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EAM—ATHRTAHEMNLY,

by word of mouth
in speech but not in writing

DEfEf; O® 1. He received the news by word of mouth. #.45%| 6% o k644 &,
2. Reputation passes by word of mouth. % 7 5% 0

According to many literatures, movies were affected easily by word of
mouth. Nevertheless, studios didn’t know how to make use of the power
of word of mouth effectively even they realized its impact.

HEHF S LRILE, LR NI EHZ oY heh =R, KM,
CHNLE B R DGR, FRESLRTHALAA,

— I——— —

I. Match each idiom with the correct definition.

‘ a) talk into b) time flies c) at a loss
d) anyone’s guess e) take chance f) take charge
g) have someone’s heart set on h) out of the ordinary i) on the face of it

j) have deep pockets

to be in control

to have a lot of money

to want or desire something deeply
exceptional; uncommon

seemingly, from appearances alone
to persuade someone to do something
in a state of uncertainty; puzzled
something that no one knows for sure
to accept the risks to do something
time passes quickly

II. Complete each sentence with the proper idiom from the list. Make sure words are in
the correct form.

‘ see fit take notice
take up make a beeline
think twice make the best of something

walks of life by word of mouth
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. Jenifer suggested her boss expanding the company’s business to the remote areas,

and the boss her advice.

. As soon as the school bell rang, the hungry students the canteen for
lunch.

. The publishers the event that Chinese writer Mo Yan won the Noble Prize

for Literature, and they sold lots of books written by Mo Yan.

. Skiing on the high mountains is a dangerous sport. My father asks me to

before | decide to go skiing alone in the winter vacation.

. Normally the international airport is a place where you can see the people from all

. The teacher that Xiao Zhang was not in good mood. Probably he had got

cold.

. Obviously you can write to your ex-husband, if you

Comprehension questions.

What does “have deep pockets” mean in general?

IIL.

1. Why don't the monks need to use the combs?
2.

3.

=

On hearing what they were asked to do, most of applicants gave up the chance for
testing, why?

Why did three candidates get quite different sales outcomes?

Please tell Mike's successful experience in selling 1, 000 combs to a temple.
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Two Sheep Falllng into

_the River R%AHJUE’J [ﬁa: s
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T here is a deep river in the forest, with its water flowing rapidly and rushing toward
a far-away place. On the river there is so narrow a wooden bridge that only one
person can pass at a time. But it for people to go around.

One day morning, a sheep from the east hill wanted to go to the west hill to pick
up some strawberries, while a sheep from the west hill wanted to go to the east hill and
look for some oak fruit. Coincidently the two sheep walked onto the bridge almost the
same time, met in the middle and with each other . Consequently,
neither of them could pass the bridge.

The west-hill sheep said first, “I'm an

, I've on the bridge a few steps earlier than you. You should
me.” The east-hill sheep replied, “No. Do you know I'm older than you and |

? Well, to show your respect to the older, you shouldn’t

, instead, you should to me. ” The west-hill sheep didn't listen, just with
his eyes half-closed.

A long time passed, and the west-hill sheep had no intention of a
little. The east-hill sheep coldly said again, “Hey, are your eyes on your bottom?
Haven't you seen I'm older than your father?”

“| think you don’t even have eyes, otherwise, why would you block my way? I'm
the first one to cross the bridge. ” The west-hill sheep rebuked with a sarcastic remark.

“Will you leave or not? Or | will rush over you.” The east-hill sheep shook his
head, which means “my horns are like two
sharp swords, and they just want to taste your

fat meat”.
“Hum, with me and you are
sure to lose!” They began to and

The west-hill sheep drew a deep sigh and
then used his horns to bump the east-hill

sheep. “Good guy, you've lived long enough?”
The east-hill sheep had to the




Two Sheep Falllng into the River
AN

= west-hill sheep.

With a snap, the two sheep were colliding with their horns on the narrow bridge.
Both sheep fell into the river immediately.

Soon the forest became quiet. The two sheep were drowned, and their corpses
quickly washed away by rapids.

cut corners
to do something in the

easiest or most inexpen- | pop’y hurry. You cannot cut corners if you want to do a perfect job.

sive way £, T ME R ERFFEE, MR E MR,
2. Since time is limited, we have to cut corners to finish it.

WTHEAR, RINMAFRARZETREIR H,

— I wonder how Jack managed to come so soon. He was still in his
office when we started out.
— I suppose he cut corners in a hurry.
—HRAN, AAEAXARMAR T, KMNB L ELE L
FAER!
— e E A T R

face something head-
on
to deal with the problem in 1. We must face all these troubles head-on and not try to get out of
a direct and determined them. KAVLMER BT ARRE, @R LR EREE,
way IF T N X 2. If anything goes wrong it is he who will have to face it head-on.
W RAAEATEH, AR ABZBTIXF,

Accidents arise from carelessness. It was his lack of forethought that has
caused all this to happen, and he has to face the facts head-on, and take
what might be coming to him.

REXERERFIRFUNG LA, HTREZFALA FHX— W
KA, BRMLABFILE, B TRALGFR.

early bird
a person who arises early
in the morning F#&28I A 1. In the business world, do remember: The early bird gets the worm.

HFEBR, Wit TRGEILA kL,
2. You’re a bit of an early bird, aren’t you? 1RAZIFITF-% .

Jobs are not easy to get these years. Mike is going to graduate next

summer, and he plans to begin looking for a job one year early; he




