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Zheng Xinmiao

ABSTRACT:

To understand the value and significance of Gugong (Literally the “Old Pal-
ace”, Gugong refers to the Forbidden City or the imperial palatial complex
of China’s Ming and Qing dynasties from the fifteenth to the early twen-
tieth century), we need to fully understand the heritage architecture in the
Forbidden City, the collections of Chinese antiquities, and the Palace Mu-
seum installed in the City. If we fail to do so, the understanding would be
only partial. The heritage architecture in the Forbidden City is not only a
symbol of the nation, but also a brainchild of the manifold culture formed
during the Ming dynasty (1368-1644) and the Qing dynasty (1644-1911).
Apart from famous masterpieces extant from ancient times, the collections
also feature a great number of articles that used to be attached with less im-
portance but have been proved to be of intellectual appeal during the cata-
loguing process in recent years. The founding of the Palace Museum s, in a
sense, a cultural revolution. Its extraordinary experience makes the Muse-
um irreplaceable. The Gugong Studies was developed during nearly eighty
years of the Museum’s history. It focuses on Gugong, its legacy holdings, as
well as the Palace Museum. An important guideline of the Studies is to inte-
grate various tangible and intangible cultural heritage of Gugong as a whole
to study and to preserve. To promote the Studies, the Palace Museum cur-
rently adopts such measures as establishment of research centers, publica-
tion of relevant academic achievements and resources, as well as the encour-

agement of corporations with external institutions.

KEY WORDS:
Gugong; architecture; antiquities; value; culture; the Gugong Studies; col-

lective study.
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