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Practice - Biodiversity

Read the whole passage before you beqin to answer the Biodiversity
question.
The word “biodiversity” is 5 tem heard with increasing

However you will be able 10 see the passage again with frequency in the ongaing debate over how best 10 protect the
the question world's environment, and more specifically, how 1o preserve

its rapiely dwindling numbers of plant and animal species in
When you are ready to go on o the questions, click on very general terms, "biodiversily” refers to the number of
Next plant and animal species that can be found in 3 particular

habiat or ecosystem This i1s apparently a very simple
concepl, but the simphicty of it belies #ts signficance A
better popular understanding of the real meaning of
biodiversity and of s importance 1o the circumstances in
which we presently find oursehves is crtical 1o the success of
effon= 10 protect the ervironment, and therefore essential 1o
our own survival

Globa! biodwersity, which s the total number of plant
and animal species existing on the planet at any one time
can only be estimated; and only very roughly estimated at
that. Undoubtedly, many species remain to be discovered
Some of these, such as insects and microscopic Iife. are
small anough to have escaped our notice, while others dwell
in areas we have only begun to explore, the species
inhabiting the despest ocean depths, for example It must
also be emembered thal we are in the midst of 2 mass
extinction event. Species are now disappearing at & rate
estimated to be betwaen 1,000 and 10,000 times faster than
the average for the histary of e on earth Taken together
these two uncetain elements prevent the global biodiversity
estimale from becoming much more than an educated

(2) P B, FEAN KB,
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I Practice - Blodiversity

What was the sutlor's man pupose in witng the
postage?

© To explain why biodwersiy 1 essertial to our
survaal

© To sxplai the concopt of buodhersity

O To show why local biodwersity 5 Tt important
than global biodwersily

© The dangers that result from decining biodiorsity

§

The word “Diodiversity” is 3 tem Feard wah increasing
rauancy i th ongog dabte e st o prtecthe
workd's arvironment a7 mare specically, hare 1) preserve
2icly denndling numbers of plant 3nd anirsl zpeciez. n
very generai tesms, “biodiversy” refers 10 the number of
plant and anmal spec es that can be found i a paricular
habitat or ecosystem This is agparently a very = mole
concept, but the simplicity of t behes s significance A
belte: popular understanding of the real meaning of
biodnersity and of 12 mpoftance 12 the cacumstances in
which we dresently fin ourseies is cnlical 10 the success of
effote 10 jrotect the @ wwonment, and therekore sssential 1o
our oen sureeal

Global biodwersity, which is the total msmber i
and snuml <pecies exishing on ha planet 3t an
v Gy b oo, ol ey ooy sirmivd .
that Urdcuttesly, many species reman 1o be discavered
e these such as msects and microscopc i
small enough 1> have escaped cur natice, while cthers dwell
n areas we have only begun to explore, the species
mn.Mmq the ceepest ocean depths. for examale | must
membered that we are i the mdst of 2 mass
exicion evce Species e e Gisappeaiing at a rate
estiatad to be between | 000 and 10,000 times faster than
The arerage b the hiscory of ie on earth Taken ‘ogether,
these two urcertam slsments prevent the global biodwersity
estiate ¥om becoming much more than an educatea
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Practice

Bindiversity

What was the author's mai o pese in witig the

pessage?

@ To expin why biodiersiy 15 essentis to our
sumal

@ To explan the concept of biodwersiy

© To show ahy local biodwersiy is more mportant

than global biodersity
© The dangers that resul from declning biodvsisity

Tt

The word “iodiversty” s a tewm beard wih increasing
fequency in ths 0ngoing debate over how best 1o protect the
workds emonment, 33 more specically, how 13 preserve
45 1231cly dennding numbess of plant and animal species. n
very general tems, “biodversty” refers 10 the number of
plant and anmal spec es that can be found n a articular
habitat or ecosystem. Tris is agparently a very s mole
concept, but the simplcey of t belies ts significance A
betle- popuiar understanding of he real meaning of
Wodversdy and o ¢ mpatance 1 the crcumetances i
which we prasently find oursehes & cnfical 10 the success of
o 15 protect the e wronment, and thereore essential to
our own suraval

Global biodwersay, which is the total number of plant
and sumal <pecies exizting on *ha planat a any ore lime,
o urly b es.amatd, and ly vty sughly estriated ol
tht Undouttedly, many species reman 1o be disc:
Some of these. sich as insects and microscopic e, am
srmall #nough t> have wscaped cur notice, while cthers dwell
in areas we have only begun to explore, the species
nmh\mw fox chepal cton SepOn. b gramok. ik

ered thal we are n the mids! of a mass

these two urcenun slsments prevent the glob
ectvrats fom becoming much rore than an educates
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Directions foi the Reading Section Fiaad the weoin prssage hafors yeu hagin tn aoswas the | Mount Rushmars. b
auestion i
The read nq par of -2 test 15 composed o° several passags. Each of these s foliowed by 3 { i Discmbarof 1993, Dinare Pobingrn, than -7# agirg
nurbor of questiors 10 st your undsrstanding what s conlaned 1 1hs passage. Mos: of the Howavst you wl b abla 10 ssa the passage again vath dirscton of the Souh Dakola Stat
quetions oro warth onfy one point, but e lazt question i each 3ot 15 uoually worth more 213 ano the qumsiicn
pont
When you are readv 1o qo 0n 10 the -ues: one, ¢ ch on South Dakats on the rmap. Robirson's £ass on was intamsd
¥t wl g s 20 s (0 wnd 7ch pesage st answer Ly questions e s onnpary i Next by this visior and 7 told all who woulg iste cf e dream of
ot s cod ot o eases ey g 1 e pevsie Ok s @ants ma estically arayed aiong the South Dzkota seyhine

proAdn o thuse words. Just -lck on ihe word 1 sse he defiion app § T o s s cprosialos oty
{ figuros bcth amous and infamous, men b Gensral George
| Custar, Buffslo B ¢ Mv Lawis 3nd Clark, ane legsndary

! Sious warmore

§ Rohins=n apake 0 ende and Catamal “rganzaions and
| wiote, lnn l\,wﬂ ottt in pu lsun nruuw«« for his dream

{ Many South Dako'a-s beliew clossal sculpture
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1 hnies o e <otk o oat. bl iy orkeiag

 tho 3 dof i on man ha k-ew coul can he orch, .S
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ucstior ancoiod d ccily fom the reviow 1abe simely by clicking on :nc Return button, Y31 may |
0= anaher questin by Clicaing on he 1ext o umess of he questcn as | appears 1 the able {
anc then chc i on the o t uastion 2ulton
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Uiskola whe 3 521 ham to Washingicn, ¥ sbumsons
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Sclptor wih shils commar sursce 3 the fask. He 3iso
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What is the main subject of the passage? Mount Rushmore o
© The work of ane of Amenca’s greatest sculptors In December of 1923, Doane Robinson, then the aging

© The craation of a national monument director of the South Dakota State Historical Sociaty, had a

© The contributions of America’s mos! important Vision of a massive memorial carved from the stone of the

South Dakota mountains, a memonal 5o large i would put
South Dakota on the map. Robinson's passion was ifamed
by this vision and he told all who would listen of his dream of
giants majestically arrayed afong the South Dakota skyline
He envisioned enarmous granite representations of westerm
figures both famous and infamous, men like General George
Custer, Buftalo Bil Cody, Lewis and Clark, and legendary
Sioux wariors

Robinson spoke 1o civic and fratemal organizatians and
wiste letter upon letter in pursul of support for his dream
Many South Dakotans believed that  colossal sculpture
would attract thousands of afluent visitors 10 the state.
Others found the notion ludicrous. Robinson finally enlisted
the aid of the one man he knew could carry the farch, LS.
Senator Peter Norbeck Norbeck, a respected man with
political clout, was a frequent wsitor at the White House He 1
had the admiration of his peers in the Senate as well as that
of his canstituents, the farmers and ranchers of South
Dakota who had sent him to Washington. Robinson's
mountain-caning proposal captured the senior senator's
imanmation, and he encouraged the histanian to seek out 3
sculgtor with skills commensurate 1o the task, He also {

ungested he localn whers thie venuwned wammm was

evertually 1o be cn unt Rushmore, South D

presidents
© Historical sculpture in the US
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What is 2 3in subjoct 3fthe passage”
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SR S F B F RS BAHEST .

2 ERMFTITSH

O EERT, A 68 QEME. 4 EHEGE), BN
BRE0~44r, X—HoaARATTEII2TRHAAL#H (Human Rater),
HBCE RARE S 4 BT ki N & Z (Topic Development), W &FFRA
(Delivery) . & ¥:#) IE#EE (Language Use) K34, 6 HM iEB&—E R 0~
44y, T BRARYE 6 EEH FIME (Rubric Mean Score) , P-4 i) #
BRBER 0~30131 4.
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