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A Collection of Works from the Exhibition of 100 Famous Contemporary Chinese Oil Painters’'Small-Sized Works
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A Few Words 1 Want to Say

Wang Kun

The quality of a painting does not necessarily depend on its size.

Large paintings may be humble; and small ones may be graceful. There are
good large paintings; and there are excellent small ones, too.

Large paintings can easily be false, exaggerating, and vague. Sometimes
painting large paintings wastes time and manpower, consuming energy and
strength. In addition, it is not quite worth several months of time to finish a
mediocre work if painting in an inappropriate way and with an unclear train of
thought. Without powerful controlling ability, the initial enthusiasm often dies
away completely. Furthermore, it needs a large place and full time to paint large
paintings. It is also inconvenient to move or transport them. However, small
paintings are quite different. Once inspiration comes, you take the brush with
enthusiasm and finish a work at one sitting, expressing your idea directly. It is
simple and fast to paint and easy to modity.

Painting small — sized oil paintings or Xiaopin paintings is the most adopted
and lively way in which painters make artistic creations or probe into a subject,
often demonstrating their potential ability unintentionally. Painting at random
and without pressure,=they often made ingenious works. Sometimes it is impos-
sible to paint large paintings in this way.

Today the works of painting exhibitions in China are becoming larger and
larger, more and more vague, and further and further from the expression of
painters’ real disposition. We hope to find the things they have lost and find it
easier to succeed by painting of small — sized works. Therefore, we, the Editori-
al Department of (China Oil Painting) have planned and sponsored this Exhibi-
tion of 100 Famous Contemporary Chinese Qil Painters’ Small — sized Works.

We want to advocate oil painting of small — sized works.

This painting collection is a part of over 250 paintings of this exhibition,
one for each painter taking part in the exhibition. I hope you enjoy this
collection.

Thanks to the leaders and the Culture Bureau of Linfen City and to our
friend Mr. Luo Wenhua for supporting this exhibition. Here on behalf of the
painters, I’d like to express my sincere respect to all of you. I also would like to

thank the painters for their trust in us and support for us.
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Preface

Wang Chunyuan

The exhibition of "random Xiaopin paintings” (simple, small — sized paint-
ings) in the art palace of the highest rank in Beijing, China provides a rare op-
portunity for readers to analyze Chinese artists’ absorbing and researching, prob-
ing and innovating oil paintings with Chinese characteristics.

Although the western art of oil painting has merged into Chinese culture
and taken root in the world of Chinese painting and burst splendid radiance com-
peting to lead excellence for less than one hundred years, the art has bred and
nourished a large group of industrious and studious old and young artists with
profound attainments, unique skills and great achievements. Wu Guangzhong,
Zhu Naizheng, Jin Shangyi, Zhan Jianjun, and Zhong Han'--are some of the
outstanding painters who have reflected and proved this phenomenon. Successful
great works originate from the thorough practice of basic skills. After watching
their Xiaopin paintings made not really " at random”, you will realize that the
deep implication penetrating and floating behind the paintings is the artists’
thought of taking in the multi — cultures of the world and their spirit of innovat-
ing the main traditional Chinese painting school. Its positive meaning, cultural
and academic value, the experience gained in the history of Chinese oil painting
and the corresponding position should be approved and evaluated warmly in order
to benefit the exchange of Chinese and western art of painting and even the ever
widening and deepening of international cultural movements.

After twenty years of reform, the cultural and artistic space of Linfen, the
bright pearl of the historical culture of " San Jin” and the former capital of
Tangyao, has been opening and expanding larger and larger. It is reasonable and
sensible for Linfen to have participated in national cultural and artistic activities,
especially this painting exhibition of a special subject with an obvious main idea.
By participating in and sponsoring this exhibition, Linfen is willing to contribute
to the spreading and enhancing of excellent Chinese and western cultures. In ad-
dition, Linfen hopes to enable artists to know Linfen by this influential cultural
and artistic activity and help Linfen be known to the whole nation and be known
to the world. Linfen has sowed seeds producing love in the hearts of the artists
from the oil painting field. Linfen is willing to establish deeper friendly senti-
ments with the artist friends from the field of culture. Linfen would like to wel-
come all artists to this exhibition.

May, 1999
(The author is secretary of Linfen City’s Committee of CPC and mayor of the
city)
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