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The Ancient China Exhibition is one of the permanent exhibitions of National
Museum of China,Which clearly shows the uninterrupted progress of Chinese
civilization. This Exhibition, displays antiquities in 8 parts, from the remote ancient
period to the Ming and Qing Dynasties. Over 2500 pieces of precious artefacts have
been selected as witness of these dynasties, giving a comprehensive demonstration
to the politics, economy, culture, social life and foreign exchanges in different
periods of Chinese history, and reshowing brilliant achievements of Chinese people
and their significant contribution to human civilization.

Let’s come to the first part of the exhibition- Remote Ancient Period, the origin of
Chinese history.
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China is one of the most important origins for human beings. China has rich remains
of ancient human fossils.

These are two fossil teeth replications of Yuanmou Man (see picture 3). Yuanmou
Man is the earliest Homoerectus discovered in China. They were named after the
place of discovery, Yuanmou County in Yunnan province in southwest China. This
indicates that Homoerectus already existed in China, 1.7 million years ago.

Another important discovery is Peking Man, which appeared a bit later. Of all the
artefacts about Homo erectus discovered around the world, those of Peking Man

B JemALEE (H#5%) / HasnRE jE4 4282374



03

2 3

are the richest. Peking Man lived about 700,000~200,000 years ago, in Longgu
Mountain, Beijing. In 1929, the first skull of Peking Man was discovered, an
important discovery. What you see here is a skull of Homo erectus pekinensis (see
picture 1). They keep some primitive features in their head and look a bit like an ape.
Peking Man can walk upright, make tools and work with these tools (see picture
2)They also learnt to use and reserve natural fire.

e, fiE. AR/ HA SRR &3, ik A B (B4 |57 # i 15 2 3



04 ¥4 Kb A Journey Through Ancient China

02 AbAfbay R 3%

B NVHER, AKDEHNT HAEREIHA.

RE—EBRSAETEURNESR, HETUEEREKE, EFEAR—NRFES
Mo SAMEMNE, ENSEFN, FRESB O EENRERER. ¥ TEXANS
®, EXNEFRNRE. AHNFE D, BEEATRE—RE—ER T HKE
B, 5 R, RRE—FBERNNE, DUEP TN,

About 10,000 years ago, human society entered the Neolithic Age.

This grave is 6000-7000 years old, found in Henan province. The grave owner is an
adult male. Surprisingly, beside his body are patterns of a tiger and a dragon, made
of clamshells. Experts have different interpretations, as to the identity of the owner.
Some scholars believe that the owner might have been a powerful clan lord with
senior social status. The use of dragon and tiger represents that he has supernatural
power, to shelter and protect his offspring.
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During a long history of totem worship, a spectacular craze called Dragon was
created in ancient China. Chinese Dragon has a prototype of the snake, head of the
horse, angle of the deer, tooth of the tiger, claw of the dog, scale of the fish and tail
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of the ox. For thousands of years, the dragon
exists broadly in Chinese territory. This Jade
dragon (see picture 1), unearthed from Inner
Mongolia, has a history of over 5000 years, and
is renowned as the First Dragon of China.The
dragon was carved from a whole piece of dark
bluish jade. The up-flying hair on the back of its
curved body gives the feeling of it being ready
to fly anytime. If you notice, there is a hole on
the back of the jade dragon. When the dragon
is suspended, the head and tail are positioned
at the same level. The position of the hole was
very accurately calculated.

The dragon reflects the spiritual characteristic
common to Chinese people. It has become
a symbol of the Chinese nation. Today, the
Chinese still call themselves descendents of the
dragon.

In Chinese traditional culture, jade holds a
unique and distinctive position. Most jade
objects have been discovered in Tai Lake
in Jiangsu Province and Liangzhu Town in
Zhejiang Province.

p2 This Jade Cong (see picture 2) belongs to
Liangzhu Culture. It is made of black jade. It is nearly half a meter high with 19 joints,
the highest of its kind ever found in China. Scholars have different views as to its
purpose. It is believed that Jade Cong is a sacrificial vessel in the Neolithic age that
bridges man with god. It reflects the world view of ancient ancestors. Some experts
speculate that this Jade Cong might have been used for sacrificial rituals for sun and
moon worship.
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Settlement is the predecessor of ancient castle. They are early stage nations in
developing form. This model shows a typical settlement-Jiangzhai Settlement (see
picture 2). The Jiangzhai Site in Shaanxi Province is a typical settlement site under
Yangshao Culture about 5,000~6,000 years ago. The whole settlement covers an
area of 55,000m°. At the centre of the village is a square, the venue for gatherings
and activities for all members of the settlement. The square is surrounded by five
building complexes, each having a large house in the centre and more than 10 or 20
small houses around it. You may notice that all the houses have doors opening to
the central square. The residential area is protected by a trench. The clan cemetery
and the pottery-firing area are located outside. This layout indicates that the
settlement comprises several clans linked by blood relationship.
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