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Prefident Zou Youfeng

100TH ANNIVERSARY
CELEBRATION ADDRESS

September 2009 is a historic time for Henan
Polytechnic University (HPU) when it will
celebrate the 100th anniversary of its founding.
It 1s a great event for HPU. On this occasion, we
would like to extend our deepest gratitude to
our forebears, heartfelt thanks to the leaders
and friends for their long-term support and
help, and sincere wishes to the whole faculty
and alumni at home and abroad.

In spite of wind and rain HPU has persevered
for a century, achievements have been made,
and a new brilliance will be created! Since the
Jiaozuo Lukuang College was founded, one
century has passed during which HPU has
witnessed the history of mining education in
China and higher education in Henan. Over the
past century, despite its turbulence and
difficulty, HPU consistently insisted on serving
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the state and nation by spreading knowledge,
handing down the inheritance of civilization,
and introducing concepts from the west.
Through its efforts, HPU has cultivated over
80,000 talented graduates. Inspired by the
traditional spirit of “Striving Continuously
Upward”, despite kinds of difficulties and
setbacks, the whole faculty and staff have built
HPU into a multi-disciplinary teaching
research university covering arts, law,
economy, education, and management with
the highlight of science conferring Doctor’s,
Master’s, and Bachelor’s Degree.

Centennial glory has passed by as time flies.
Standing at a new beginning point, HPU will
stick to the Scientific Development Concept,
hand down and spread our fine traditions,
meet the demand for education, further enrich
our core values, and highlight our advantages,
in order to foster the process of building HPU
into a high-level teaching research university.
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%ﬁﬁﬁ‘ BRIEF INTRODUCTION

Founded in 1909, HPU was the first mining college in
China and the first higher education institution in
Henan Province. Over the past century, it moved to ten
different locations in four provinces and was known by
nine different names: Jiaozuo Lukuang College,
Fuzhong Mining University, Jiaozuo Private Institute of
Technology, Northwest Institute of Technology, Jiaozuo
State Institute of Technology, and Jiaozuo Mining
College. It resumed using the name of Jiaozuo Institute
of Technology in 1995 and took the name of Henan
Polytechnic University (HPU) in 2004.

In the early 1900s, famous overseas scholars, such as Mr.
Cai Yuanpei, Mr. Weng Wenhao, Mr. Sun Yueqi, Mr.
Zhang Zhonglu, Mr. Zhang Qinglian, Mr. Ding Guanhai,
Mr. Zhang Bosheng, Mr. Deng Yuemo, and Mr. Li
Zhongmei returned from America and took important
posts or worked as professors at the university. They led
the university to take on the historic mission of
cultivating senior technicians for industries, and made
contributions to the rejuvenation of national industry,
economic development and social civilization. The
traditional spirit of “Striving continuously upward”, the
motto of “Improving morality and shouldering
responsibility”, and the ethos of “Eager learning and
diligent work” have been formed throughout the
university’s history and passed on from generation to

generation.
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After the founding of the People’s Republic of
China, the university insisted on serving the coal
industry and cultivated many talented graduates
for the coal industry in the five mid-south
provinces, the northwest, and the northern areas
of China. Accordingly, it became an important
training base for the coal industry and won a
reputation as an important institution. After the
reform and opening-up, the university not only
emphasized the coal industry, but also expanded
to other disciplines, and began offering
postgraduate education. This move reified the
transformation from a single-disciplinary
university to a multi-disciplinary one. In
particular, since the entrance into the new era, the
university has taken advantage of opportunities to
realize a developmental leap centering on the
target of building the university into a high-level
teaching research one. So far, the university has
been authorized to grant the doctoral degree.
There are 40,000 students in seven disciplines at
the university. With the university’s strength, level,
and fame enhanced, HPU has become a top
provincial university.

Having developed, adapted, and persevered for a
century, HPU stands at the threshold to a new
beginning. As it enters its new era, the university
will be guided by the spirits of 17th NCCPC and
by its deep commitment to carry out the strategic
motto, “Stick to the scientific development
concept, enhance the intrinsic qualities, and foster
development”. Through the university’s attention
to deepening reform and to highlighting its
defining characteristics, HPU will definitely
continue to create new brilliance!
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LEADERS’ SOLICITUDE
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The attention and care of the national and provincial leaders, such as Hu Jintao, Jiang Zemin, Wen Jiabao,
Li Changchun, and Li Keqiang infused the inexhaustible spiritual power into the university and
promoted its development. On the occasion of the centennial anniversary celebration, some national and
provincial leaders sent their congratulatory letters and well-wishing messages to the university,
encouraging the faculty and students to keep on striving upward for a more splendid future. They are Li
Changchun, Lu Yongxiang, Han Qide, Chen Zhili, Zhou Tienong, Simayi Tieliwaerdi, Chen Kuiyuan, Li
Wuwei, Cao Gangchuan, Buhe, Sun Fuling, Zhang Siqing, Xu Kuangdi and Xu Guangchun.
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In 2008, President Hu Jintao interviewed with Mr. Zhang Tiegang, member of the CPPCC, academician with China

\cademy of Engineering, and professor of HPU.
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In 1993, President Jiang Zemin read “the Coal Gas-geology Map of China at a Scale of 1:2 mil.” drawn and

published by the university.
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