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PREFACE

Prof. Yun Zhenlin is a lineal descendant of the Yun Family of Wujing. His ancestor Mr. Nantian, with his landscape
painting, was included, together with those in Yushan and Loudong, in the Six Distinguished Painters of the Qing
Dynasty. Good at flower painting as well, Mr. Nantian  developed into the method of ‘painting without drawing
preliminary lines’ what was alleged to have remotely come from Xu Chongei of the Song Dynasty, and established
the School of Yun, whose style characterized not only by its exquisite beauty and elegant delicacy, but by its moral
integrity, won great popularity of the day. While carrying on the family heritage, Zhenlin has broadened his range of

creation by the mastery of figure painting. He studied in his youth at Zhejiang Art College, and is now teaching
at Anhui Normal University. All through the )ean he has never ceased thinking and learning, so that rich experien-
ces have been and a solid laid. In the i he has always remained a keen observer

of Nature. He has acquired a style of his own. Nowadays painters are most keen on experimenting with new methods.
Creative experimentationn has always been valued in Chinese traditional painting and all the great artists since ancient
times have been, without exception, path-breakers. There is, however, the saying that we have given too much atten-
tion  to tradition, which has hindered our creativity. Some even tend to ignore tradition and choose to be painters
without a root. Looking at the works by Zhenlin, we find that deeply absorbed in tradition, they have grown into
something new. In them the old principle is retained but not stiffly stuck to, so that throughout the collection
fresh tunes are struck continuously and a unique value is achieved. Here we have both tradition and creation,
which shine on each other. This is what Zhenlin has proved. And because of this I should like to recommend
his works to all the explorers in painting for their reference.

by Lu Yanshao
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