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Zhang Dagian (1899 AD-1983 AD) named as Quan and renamed
as Yuan, with the style name of Daqian and childhood name of
Jiyuan. As a native of Panyu of Guangdong Province, he was from
Neijiang, Sichuan Province. Influenced by his mother and brothers in
his childhood, he devoted himself to calligraphy, painting and poetry.
When he grew up, he studied painting, printing and dyeing technique
in Japan. Upon returning to China, he learned from Mr. Zeng Xi and
Mr. Li Ruiging. He went to the Dunhuang Caves to paint the murals
in 1941, lived in Hong Kong in 1949, moved to Argentina in 1952 and
to Brazil in 1954. During his trip to Europe in 1956, he met Picasso in
Nice. In 1958, his work Wild Begonia was awarded a gold medal by
the International Society of Arts in New York. In 1968, he was granted
with the Honorary Doctorate by Taipei Chinese Culture University.
In 1977, he returned to Taipei to construct Mahamaya Residence.
In 1978, he settled down in Taipei. He published numerous selected
works and scholarly works such as Zhang Dagian Calligraphy and
Painting Album.

There are two letters addressed to Xiao Jingting and five letters
addressed to Xiao Yunzhong are collected in this book. Born in
Hengshui of Hebei Province in 1915, Xiao Yunzhong (styling himself
Fucun) is the disciple of Zhang Daqian. Xiao Jingting is the father
of Xiao Yunzhong and the manager of “Antique House” of Beijing
Liulichang.
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