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Introduction to the Dictionary

As the first concise dictionary of separable words based on the Outline
of the Graded Vocabulary for HSK, the dictionary includes altogether 268
separable words from the Qutline, consisting of 18 Level A words, 47
Level B words, 47 Level C words and 156 Level D words.

The dictionary is written for learners who learn Chinese as their
second language, especially for the learners with intermediate or advanced
Chinese proficiency. It can also serve as a reference for CFL teachers in
teaching separable words.

Separable words form a unique phenomenon in Chinese. As the
name indicates, they are a special kind of words that can be used either
separately or as an entire unit. Grammatically, a separable word shows the
properties of both word and phrasc. Takc “1E.0:7 as an cxampic. It can not
only be used as an entire unit just like a normal verb (e.g. ORI ),
but also be used as two separate components of avverb-object phrase (e.g.
AR T A0 ).

Separable words are habitually regarded as a kind of words as the
name literally refers to. But in effect, they are not a word class that shares
a comparatively unified syntactic function like nouns, verbs or adjectives
do, but rather a mixture of word and phrase. To be precise, they are a
collection of lexical units transiting from disyllabic verbs to disyllabic

phrases. Some of the separable words are very close to compounds, such
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as “ANT", while some others are more like phrases, such as “F51-”.

Generally speaking, separable words can be categorized into two
major types.

In the first type, the separable word is composed of two monosyllabic
words. When separated, it is a verb-object phrase; when combined, it
becomes a typical word. “3H.0»” (v. worry) and “{%.0»” (adj. sad) are two
examples.

In the second type, the separable word is composed of two bound
morphemes or of a bound morpheme and a word. It can’t be deemed to be
two words when separated. For instance, in “$§95”, neither “$§” nor “43"
can be considered as a word, but “#§45” can be counted as a word.

Those two types of separable words mentioned above adequately
reflect that in Chinese, the word and phrase are closely related.

Teaching of separable words is one of the difficulties in teaching of
Chinese as a foreign language. Separable words have the properties of both
word and phrase and follow no unified rules. Thus learners often make errors
due to negative transfer of mother tongue or overgeneralization, such as

“WHfh” and “W T RARIS”, This dictionary aims to help solve these
problems in teaching.

In the process of compilation of this dictionary, language materials
are selected from the Modern Chinese Language Corpus of National
Language Committee, the PKU Center for Chinese Linguistics and the
Academia Sinica Balanced Corpus of Modern Chinese. Conforming to the
principle of uniqueness in Lexical Grammar founded by Jean Gross, this

dictionary gives elaborate explanations to the different usages of every
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entry of the separable words included. The usages are illustrated from two
major aspects: the syntactic functions and the inserted components. All the
usages are provided with examples, which are genuine language materials
adapted for the convenience of foreign learners. Learners don’t have to
remember every syntactic function or inserted component. What they
are supposed to do is to grasp the correct usages of the separable words
through the examples and to use the separable words correctly. As for
the arrangement of grammar points, the practice of ordinary dictionaries
is taken into consideration, and the frequency of actual use is also given
close attention to. Furthermore, based on the errors that learners regularly
make, some “error examples” are added as a reference for teaching.

The dictionary has been supported by the research fund from
Shanghai International Studies University. The support is sincerely

appreciated.

The Compiler
August, 2011
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FiE Subject

HiE Predicate

ik Object

ETE Attribute

R Adverbial

*ME Complement
Flrzhin Verb of judgment
BB Aspect particle
S5+ Blrin] Structural particle
NFRAA Personal pronoun
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PIEEARE Popvd: % = 3%
k| Interrogative pronoun
AN Demonstrative pronoun
2 ) 1] Adverb of degree
#in) Numeral
FEHA Cardinal numeral
Fr¥ia] Ordinal numeral
i) Measure word
B Numeral-classifier phrase
ZERAME Resultative complement
#mME Directional complement
A GERME Complement of possibility
TR AME Complement of degree
shEANE Complement of frequency
B EAME Complement of duration
FRAE P e 18 Limiting attribute
it i Descriptive attribute

B X R EEE Target object
e N Object (person)
* GRBXR” &R Possessive-form attribute
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ees | Entries

1. This dictionary includes altogether 268 separable words from the
Outline of the Graded Vocabulary for HSK (Revised Version) (Economic
Science Press, 2001), consisting of 18 Level A words, 47 Level B words,
47 Level C words and 156 Level D words.

2. The entries are put in the order as below:

a. The entries are first arranged in alphabetic order according to the
pinyin of their first characters. If the letters are the same, the characters
are arranged in order of tones, i.e. the first tone, the second tone, the third
tone and the fourth tone.

b. For the first characters which are homonyms, the character with
fewer strokes is listed before that with more strokes. If the stroke numbers
are the same, they are arranged according to the shapes of the first strokes,
i.e. in order of horizontal stroke, vertical stroke, left-falling stroke and
right-falling stroke.

c. If the first characters are exactly the same both in pronunciation
and stroke, the entries are arranged according to the second characters,

and the rules are exactly the same as those for the first.

* e || Phonetic Notation

The separable words are marked with the phonetic alphabets that
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are generally used in modern Chinese. Each entry except for those with

a neutral tone is marked with pinyin with the tone on the top, and each
ai shi

pinyin is put right above its corresponding character, such as % % .

e oo ||| Definitions

1. Each separable word is not just defined as a whole. The
morphemes (words) that constitute the separable word are also defined.
The definitions are based on the Modern Chinese Dictionary (5th Edition)
and are provided in both Chinese and English.

2. A morpheme (word) is defined according to its meaning in the
separable word, referring to the corresponding item in the Modern Chinese
Dictionary (5th Edition). For example, the character “ 75" has quite a few
meanings, but in the separable word “#)2”, itis only defined as “/p3, ALEE”
(do; manage; handle) .

3. As for the components of a separable word, if it is a word when
separated, its word class is given according to the definition; otherwise, it
is marked with the sign “&3" to indicate it’s a morpheme. The word class of

the separable word itself is given according to the definition.

e |V Usages

Each entry gives detailed explanations to the varied usages of a
separable word, including the “syntactic functions” and “possible inserted
components”. The special usages of some separable words are also
provided.

1. “IA)E3h8E]” (Syntactic functions) This is the part where the usages

of a separable word are demonstrated with examples of the word, separated
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and combined, serving as different syntactic components, such as subject,
predicate, object (of a verb or of a preposition), attribute, adverbial, or
complement. The usages are arranged in order of frequency.

2. “I# A H5Y” (Inserted components) This is the part where the
usages of a separable word are demonstrated with examples of the word as a
separated form, being inserted with various words or syntactic components,
such as aspect particles, structural particles, numeral-classifier phrases
(measure words), complements of duration, frequency, result or
possibility, descriptive or limiting attributes, etc. Frequently used words
or phrases are given as examples to illustrate each usage. Suspension
points are employed when there are still a considerable number of other
examples which are not listed. The inserted words or components which
can be omitted are put in brackets. Simple components are listed before
compound ones and both are arranged in order of frequency.

3. “IRi5 FHE:Y” (Special usages) This is the part where some unique
but frequently occurring usages of a separable word are given. The signs

[E )], T®E] and [f8]] refer to fixed phrases, repetitions and inversions
respectively, whereas other special usages are made clear by concise
words.

4. “I#p7EiBAY” (Additional remarks) Additonal remarks are given
when a separable word has certain inseparable meaning or can be used as
a different word class. In this case, the meaning is explained, while the
usage is not.

5. “LIEIR*TELY” (Contrast between right and wrong) This is the part

where a brief analysis is given on the grammatical errors frequently made by
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foreign students in using separable words, followed by a contrast between

correct and improper sentences.

eee\/ Examples

The examples in the dictionary are adapted from genuine language

materials. They are made easy and clear to facilitate foreign learners’ use.

Each usage entry is provided with 1-3 examples after it.

« + ¢ \/| Grammatical Terms in Chinese and English

Grammatical Terms in Chinese | Grammatical Terms in English
FiE Subject
HiE Predicate
ik Object
ET Attribute
Rk Adverbial
#hE Complement
FWrhia] Verb of judgment
BhABhiA Aspect particle
2% Blyie] Structural particle
AR Personal pronoun
BEm) LA Interrogative pronoun
N AW Demonstrative pronoun
TR R Adverb of degree
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Grammatical Terms in Chinese | Grammatical Terms in English

il \ Numeral

FHA] | Cardinal numeral

J¥ 4] ' Ordinal numeral

A Measure word

e Numeral-classifier phrase

LERANE Resultative complement

) A Directional complement

A REAME Complement of possibility

FEREAME Complement of degree

B FhE Complement of frequency

Bof i AR Complement of duration

FR A2 T2 1 Limiting attribute

et 1 Descriptive attribute

X REH Target object

£ N ®=iE Object (person)

x GRAR" iR

Possessive-form attribute




