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i ijf{i : Al Bk Advertisement: Shi Jingsheng, Yao Qing
NI . MR Public Education: Lin Miaomiao
POARSEF . XIAE Technical Support: Liu Congzhong
IR IEYIIE SHANDONG MUSEUM
IR . EO4 Curatorial Assistant: Wang Yongjun
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Exhibition Preface

Beijing World Art Museum

In Spain,you may taste the sense of arts every moment while you are taking a breath.
Spanish artists have made their contributions to every period of the world art history,
particularly played an important role in modern art. Whether Picasso or surrealistic
Miro, their works were painted by passionate colors and with strong vitality. Passionate,
optimistic, uninhibited, a sense of acute style and a special humor are the common
characters of Spanish art in which Spanish traditional culture is deeply rooted.

Juan Ripolles is a well-known modern artist in Spain. As a local artist, his works are
not only full of innocent and joyful content, but also alive with magic mysterious motif
in depth, featured in rich imagination and beautiful colors. He was trying to redefine
the iconic cultural symbols which are recognized by Spanish people from his works in
which emotional and rough art language mixed with representational forms. A series

of charming Spanish traditional art works are being created through his efforts.

We will celebrate the 40th anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic relations between
China and Spain in 2013. In recent years, the two countries have paid highly attention to
bilateral cultural communication, which gave people from both sides more opportunities to
acknowledge and to appreciate other side’s culture and art. We would like that this exhibition
“Universe Ripolles” could give Chinese viewers an opportunity to enjoy the modern pure art
from Spain. Meanwhile, it has been the long-cherished wish of Mr. Juan Ripolles to exhibit
his art works in China as well. This exhibition would be presented in China finally through

our one year’s preparation, communication, friendly discussion and selection of art works.

This exhibition will be co-organized by World Art Museum, Shandong Provincial Museum,
Wuhan Museum, Jiangsu Provincial Museum. In order to let Chinese art lovers enjoy the
beauty of modern Spanish art, this exhibition will be the tour show in China within one
year. We would like to thank Mr. Juan Ripolles and Spanish Embassy in China giving

the great supports to this exhibition, and the other 4 museums’ collaboration as well. We
also would like to thank Beijing Gehua Cultural Development Group, Beijing World

Art Foundation and Huaxie International Fine Art Freight Services company’s help.

Finally, thank to all the team members who devote themselves to this exhibition.

May 2012
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Address

Eugenio Bregolat
Spanish Ambassador

It is a great pleasure to introduce here in China a well renowned Spanish artist such
as Juan Ripollés. Born in Castellon (Spain) in 1932, Ripollés is considered one

of the most international figures of Spanish contemporary art, having exhibited

his works throughout Europe, America and Asia for more than 50 years.

Ripollés is an artist with an inexhaustible imagination, sensitive to his surroundings and with
a unique talent for reinterpreting his environment through painting, sculpture and etching.
Over the course of his brilliant career, he has acquired great prestige and recognition outside
Spain for his audacity and his fantasy when working with shapes, colours and materials.

Opver the years Ripollés has been redefining himself and has always been open
to change. This rejuvenation has taken place in a calm transition, which today

clearly shows the evolution of his pictorial and sculptural work.

Today we present the exhibition “Universe Ripollés 2012”, a comprehensive sample of his works, which
will be shown at the Beijing World Art Museum from 30 May 2012, before travelling later on to other
Chinese cities. This will be one of the major events to be organized in 2013 within the framework

of the 40th Anniversary of the Establishment of Diplomatic Relations between China and Spain.

This exhibition consists of 86 master pieces produced in very different formats and techniques,
including large sculptures in bronze and coated fiber with murano crystal; small sculptures in
bronze, iron, hand-colored resin or murano crystal; paintings of large and small format, with a

very recognizable style-pring; as well as etchings and engravings incorporating various materials.

These works are open, accessible, cheerful... A colorful universe which talks about
people, nature, and the rich world of childhood... A universe bursting with freedom.
These works come to China for the first time to offer us the privilege of simplicity,

intuition and proximity, always admired by many people all over the world.

Juan Ripollés is a good descendant of European surrealism, his iconic look has become an international

recognizable figure, symbolizing the power of creativity and the liberty of the artist and his art.

He is creative, naturalistic, independent and a humanistic artist, who has become a reference
in Spanish figurative expressionism. Ripollés is also considered one of the most complete
creators covering several artistic disciplines, such as painting, sculpture in bronze, iron, resin or
crystal, or engraving. He has completed an extensive journey through different stylistic trends,
before settling down today in a period marked by an emotional and expressive existence.

Ripollés is a unique painter and sculptor who identifies himself with his native land and his people,
and lives surrounded by nature and animals. He is hospitable, kind-hearted, accessible, humble
and independent. These are the virtues of his character which deeply influence his life and work.

The Embassy of Spain in Beijing wants to thank the Beijing World Art Museum for
all the work carried out in order to present this excellent exhibition and we do hope
that many Chinese art lovers will enjoy the work of this great Spanish artist.



