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PREFACE

Exlibris is a kind of art which expresses people’s taste of and interest in books.
Readers and book owners alike regard it as a special memorial to books. It is also a
token of owning and cherishing of books.

Exlibris, as a foreign art form, was transmitted to China in 1920s. However, only
after the reform and opening-up did it reemerge and spread rapidly. Shanghai Univer-
sity is the first university in China to set up Exlibris as an elective course of art. In
order to cultivate the well-developed future constructors of our country, we set up this
elective course with a view to providing practice opportunities as well as a good envi-
ronment in which students can read, love and collect books. It is hoped that such prac-
tice can contribute to the development of students’ individuality and initiative.

Xu Longbao, an associate professor in the College of Fine Arts, has been explor-
ing unremittingly this particular form of art during his 30-odd years of print-making,
especially his 20 or so years of teaching career. The Shenzhou No.5 commemorative
Exlibris made by him was carried into the space. It is the first Exlibris of China that
has ever roamed about the space, thus winning great honour for our university and
displaying our school’s tradition, namely, “striving to be self-reliant, never yielding,
practical and creative” to the fullest.

This book is published for the purpose of pushing forward the development of
Exlibris art and encouraging university students to read, love and collect books. It is a
pleasure for me to write this preface.

President of Shanghai University
Qian Weichang
Nov.2,2003
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