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Online universities offer free classes to millions
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Online universities offer free classes

to millions
A LR R IRIEREE
—

2011 SRR FHOHBRBREZLRA LY
R, FARALER 16 TREFALEMRT X~
RAZ, LIl T FARMGKE, MiLiEe)RA
bik Sl B BRG G HAE, P alEbh TR
BRAERLIFR, MALENFLELZLRHKFR
#2 ( free Internet-based education programs ) #J#L#H]
HEHELKE, FALLRITASRF.

@

This engineering class at Stanford University is also being recorded as an online course.

The university is offering 30 to 40 free courses online, and more than 1.5 million students

have enrolled. There are regular schedules, homework and tests but those enrolled do not

earn credit toward a university degree. John Mitchell, the Vice Provost for Online Learning

at Stanford, says the university offers these course as a public service. “We’re teachers.
This is what we love to do. If we can see people around the world learning from us, that’s
rewarding. That’s what gets us up in the morning.” These free courses are also meant to

entice students to apply to Stanford or enroll in other online classes that are not free. While

online education is expanding the reach of major universities, Mitchell says they will not
replace the on-campus experience.

But David Stavens, who taught at Stanford and recently co-founded a free online
university called Udacity, says a quality education is becoming too expensive for most
people. “It’s a good system for a lot of people but there is another set of people who are
equally smart, equally determined, equally hard working but who don’t quite fit into the mold,
and it’s an unfair system for them.” While Udacity is a for-profit company, the vast majority of
its courses are free and they are developed specifically for online students. They include short
videos, followed by exercises designed to engage the student and reinforce the lesson.

offer v. 121 entice v. %3] )
enroll v. 3R expand v. ¥ &

credit n. %4 replace v. BUft

\ rewarding adj. {5589




Unit 1 \QURISEEAAE

O nss
1. The university is offering 30 to 40 free...students have enrolled.
XAERMNELEEIBHFMNESF. 30 57 thity fa A2 thirteen; 40 B £ forty i A2
fourteen; 1.5 million A93E% 4 one point five million, A%k, ‘] offer free courses BA “12
#HEHiIRR", enroll A “1BUL, RB”, HIE0:The school will enroll new students in August.
X Fr G T /\ B BB 4

2. There are regular schedules, homework and tests...toward a university degree.

ARG regular schedule A “HERHE" ;oredit A “F49" ;degree A “F1”,
EXFH®E, #BEF R homework and tests %4 ['houmwa:kantests], and {&k EiE7EG 5
Y [on], HEFRE toward REAREFW, BREHLSHEEERL, B university degree, M
LA THER R HRENFERERBFENLFES .

3. That's what gets us up in the morning.

RAENEEREERB, Ho what KRB [t] 51 get PRYREE [g], NaEABRKE
(] REARTLIR, TTEEE; gets us up in IMEANR—REMNEBEER, EERRMNTIIT:X,
BERIER A [getsasapin], I T HERZERE AR,

.4. These free courses are also meant to entice students to apply to Stanford...not free.

A HRiE4 apply to A “f8-----HiEF", HI40:Which university should | apply to? iz #Bi&
WRFfr K232

SRR R ) TR BRME 7R R IR R b ZATER LIREE T 30~40 M RiREE, BF
150 ZTT AR o XSIRPEA BE RIS ] . Mk A, [Es s A R B AR A R 240 B
H2EGr o SMEAELR ) TR R RIS KA - RUIRYL, 2 R0R 40 6 SRR — I 4%
55, REARK. “BOTS LI, RERBOXLFNE, WRENEEED 2R ARSEMAER
iax2#>], AR T o X WIERRATR LIRS /1,” X SRR R R T 5|24 i e
WARFHREMAMER R ELRIRE . KRS, REEREFY RIBEKYE:, BRSBURER
Y TR

WHE - W SO S AEATIIAR K220, MBaE S A—&E8ISL T — AU Udacity B9 % 3%7E
AR, M FREBAKV, KAFNBEEFLEHRLTEI NFFEIRE, EROREHE
RAEWIFH . (BREAVFZA, MR, FAEEEAREES, REMH T ¥, B
MIEHEHAKEES, LHTHXFEE R RIHEATRBERAA TR " B Udacity 2 LABRFI N B it
HAF, ERIEMNRE, LREBERBRN, FHNERFINFENIFR. XLIRBRORE
FERIOUAR, BTORMMENLRSY, REBLIL2RAEMATSRST, DMETLRERE.

@ The university is 301040 free courses online, and more than 1.5 million students have N
@ Which statement is not true?
A. More than 1.5 million students have enrolled these free courses.

B. Those enrolled earn credit toward a university degree.
C. Online education is expanding the reach of major universities.
D. Online education will not replace the on-campus experience.
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New navigation technology predicts

traffic conditions
P THA FIIN A 188 2

ISiE|»» From VOA, March 2013

# % S WA GPS FAMHE KT BB IAE L, 12248
MR FRIGEEE, RL, £BdmHXFHY
X Iffe A e R BT R —FP 7R 69 54L& 42 (navigation
system ), #| B S ATIA T A48, b AHE, XA
FIE, A S MR A AR G R AT AR ILIE

In Los Angeles, an average driver spends sixty-one hours every year on the road stuck

in traffic.

Professor Cyrus Shahabi would knows about traffic jams. He lives more than 65
kilometers from his office at the University of Southern California, in Los Angeles. He says
he always seems to be late.

“Every time I walk into a meeting I would say I was stuck in traffic. It sounds more
now as an excuse than that really I was stuck in traffic.” That’s even with the help of a

navigation system.

Shahabi and his PhD student Ugur Demiryurek decided to develop a smart phone app

that will do what other navigation systems cannot. It’s called Clear-Path.

“I would never think that my PhD work would actually become a product for people.”
“What’s unique is that we utilize a lot of data that’s currently become available

including traffic data, weather data, and we analyze that so that we can predict what’s

going to happen in front of you when you leave home.”

“Now you are driving. And there’s an accident in front of you but the accident is 20
minutes away, right. And you know from historical data that that accident would clear by
the time you get there, right. We can take that into account and send you toward the accident

because we think by the time you get there there wouldn’t be any accident.”

Shahabi hopes to license this new technology to firms which already have navigation
systems, such as Google and Apple.

average adj. Fi9H) analyze v. 24t
unique adj. IR predict v. T
utilize adj. /A license v. 1]

available adj. o F K
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