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Foreword

The Cold Spring Harbor Symposium on Quantitiative Biology has rarely been devoted to a
single organ. One notable exception was the successful Symposium in 1990 on the brain, which
marked in part President Bush’s proclamation of the 1990s as the decade of the brain, and also
the beginning of the current Cold Spring Harbor initiative in neuroscience. There has been no
presidential pronouncement about the heart, and Cold Spring Harbor has not focused research on
it, but there have been remarkable developments in molecular understanding of the cardiovas-
cular system over the last decade. It seemed fitting, therefore, that this year’s Symposium should
focus on such an important biological topic.

Development of the cardiovascular system during embryogenesis is a major area of research,
particularly the patterning that forms the branches of the peripheral blood and lymphatic systems
and development of the heart itself. The Symposium made clear that there is now a good general
understanding of how the system develops. An equally important area of inquiry was the sig-
naling pathways that permit the cardiovascular system to maintain its function. And cardiovas-
cular disease, the western world’s most common cause of death, also received appropriate at-
tention.

Help in organizing this Symposium came from many sources, particularly my co-organizer
Dr. David Stewart, Executive Director of our Meetings and Courses program, who played a key
role in identifying speakers and topics. I thank Shaun Coughlin, Richard Lifton, Eric Olson,
Christine Seidman, Celeste Simon, and Sandy Williams for their generous advice about a field
with details that were rather foreign to me.

The meeting ran for five days and included 257 participants with 68 oral presentations and 108
poster presentations. I thank Dr. Richard Lifton for his superb presentation at the Dorcas Cum-
mings Memorial public lecture on the genetics of hypertension providing a clear example of how
the Human Genome Project is having a large impact on understanding human disease. I also
thank the first-night speakers, Drs. Richard Harvey, Mark Fishman, Jonathan Seidman, and
Rakesh Jain for their superb overview presentations. I am particularly grateful to Dr. Christine
Seidman for agreeing to summarize the meeting.

Asalways, I greatly appreciate the efficiency of the Meetings and Courses staff under the lead-
ership of David Stewart and Terri Grodzicker. I thank Joan Ebert, Patricia Barker, and Danny
deBruin in the Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory Press for again putting together an important vol-
ume in the Cold Spring Harbor Symposium series. Finally, I am pleased to acknowledge the
funding from companies, foundations, and the federal government, listed on the following page,
without which the meeting would not have been possible.

Bruce Stillman
March 2003



