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In English, vowels include monophthongs and diphthongs. Monophthongs
consist of front vowels (/ii/, /1/, /e¢/, /®/), back vowels (/ai/, /v/,
/av/, /u/, /uy/) and central vowels (/A/, /3:/, /3/) . Diphthongs include
Jel/, /av/, /o, /au/, /av/, /13/, /ed/ and /ou/. HIEHFILHE LI HEIT
HFHNTH. BAERETHTE (/iv, /V/, /e/, /e/), FLE (/a/,
/o/, /o, /o, /u) BRI E (/a/, /3, /). NI E BT/ e/,
/al/, /ov/, /au/, /av/, /1d/, /ed/, /au/ s

Section A Monophthongs ¥t &%

In English, there are twelve monophthongs. Our lips, tongue and jaw do not
move while uttering them. According to the position of the tongue, monophthongs
can be divided into front vowels (/ii/, /1/, /e/, /=/), back Vowels (/ai/,
/v/, /231/, /u/, /uy/ ) and central vowels (/A/, /31/, /o/) . BigHILAE
12 ANHITE . REJUER, RIWE., FMTHAZ, REFMLHAR, B2
TE ARy AT s (i, vV, e/, /), Roos (Ja/, /v/, /o,
/v/, /u/) ML E (/a/, /3, /3/),

—. Front Vowels Bi T &

Front vowels (/ii/, /v, /e/, /&/) have the following features: the tip of
the tongue is pressed against the lower teeth; the front part of the tongue is higher
than the rest of the tongue; the lips are unrounded; lips are spread or kept neutral.
BILE (/iv, /V, re/, /e/) RENALUTRE: FRETHE, HFRIHE
THHEAMRS, BEIRESRTE.

(—) Front Vowel; /i:/

1. Description
Open your mouth a little. The front of the tongue nearly touches the front part of
the hard palate, and the muscles of the tongue and cheeks are tense. The lips are

spread a little and are drawn back and show a “smiling” face and then a long voiced
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sound is produced. BERYFKFF, FRIFR/Z B MAEMSHEE, ¥ F0HEBH LA B
Rk, BMRVPIFmERME, BHBKKERNYE, AERENK, Ak,

2. The Pronunciation Rules

/11/ is usually read in the following letters or letter groups: e, i, ea, ee, ie,
ei, ey, eo.

(1) e

he she me Peterevening even these eve

(2) i

policemagazine marine

(3) letter group: ea

cheap steam dream eager clean mean beat meat leak eat easy

tea pea dean weak lean

(4) letter group: ee

bee green seem heel feed speed seed sheep breeze creep deed

greet jeep keen speech knee

(5) letter group: ie

believe niece thief brief field relieve

(6) letter group: ei

receive deceive perceive

(7) letter group: ey

key

(8) letter group: eo

people

§ ¢ Practice 1 Listen and repeat the following words.

meat need piece Leon flee feet see we
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§ § Practice 2 Listen and repeat the following words and phrases.
attend a meeting go out for pizza feel like
ﬂ Practice 3 Listen and repeat the following sentences.

I mean it.

It’s a deal.

It’s Greek to me.

He likes green tea.

Seeing is believing.

Easy come, easy go.

I beat him down to fifteen.

There are no leaves on the tree.

A friend in need is a friend indeed.

She sleeps peacefully and dreams sweetly.
ﬂ Practice 4 Listen and repeat the following dialogue.

A: Excuse me, where is the nearest park?

B: Keep going straight for two blocks, and then you need to turn right.

<% Fun Time: Joke
I’ll see to the rest
A guard was about to signal his train to
start when he saw an attractive girl standing on
the platform by an open door, talking to another

pretty girl inside the carriage.

“Come on, miss!” he shouted. “Shut the

door, please!”
“Oh, I just want to kiss my sister goodbye,” she called back.
“You just shut that door, please,” called the guard, “and I'll see to the rest.”

(=) Front Vowel: /I/

1. Description

Open your mouth a little more than /i:/, but the front of the tongue is lower



and drawn back a little. The lips are spread and the tongue is lax and then a short
voiced sound is produced. [ /iR kK, BERIESH &/iv/BHEHFRHEIE.
B R, FEREE, REE, FAiikd.

2. The Pronunciation Rules

/1/ is usually read in the following letters or letter groups: i, y, u, e, ui, ey.

(AR —A R E I T WARIRER TR, B2 RMRETWFEIRE
TRIZ%, LUSEHR)

(1) i

hip difficult pink bit pill dinner in evident link

(2)y

arrogantly faculty humanityp harmacy implicitly fairly country agency

(3) u

busy business

(4) e

preside planet semester regardless select

(5) letter group: ui

biscuit guitar building

(6) letter group: ey

honey volley monkey money

ﬂ Practice 1 Listen and repeat the following words.

blissful brim pinch sink  wrist

collision helicopter skid injured exit

ﬂ Practice 2 Listen and repeat the following phrases.
a little sleepy a lovely baby

swim in the river extremely difficult walking stick

Y Practice 3 Listen and repeat the following sentences.
It’s such a pity that she missed the opportunity.

He’s a big fish in a little pond.

Don’t kidding me. I am very busy!

n Practice 4 Listen and repeat the following dialogue.
A ; What did you and your little brother have for dinner?




B: Several pieces of bread and a dish of fish.

§ ¥ Fun Time: Tongue Twister

% % % Can you imagine an imaginary menagerie manager imagining managing
an imaginary menagerie?

% % % A Finnish fisher named Fisher failed to fish any fish one Friday
afternoon and finally he found out a big fissure in his fishing-net.

% % % % A bitter biting bittern bit a better brother bittern, and the bitter better
bittern bit the bitter biter back. And the bitter bittern, bitten, by the better bitten

bittern, said: “I'm a bitter biter bit, alack!”

Test1 Compare /i:/ and /I/

Exercise 1 Select the words with the sound /i:/.
bid lick sick leak bread deed

bean bin peel jingle wrinkle

seemingly

Exercise 2 Listen and repeat.

Sound 1; heat least seat sheep

Sound 2: hit list sit  ship

Exercise 3 Read aloud the following sentences.
(1) They need to ship these sheep there.

(2) It’s time and I need to leave.

(3) This city was hit by a heat wave yesterday.
(4) It is quite difficult to speak Italy.

Exercise 4 Translate the following dialogue and read it aloud.

A. . I mean it.
MHER, R NHIABRKBHER ., REBM,

B ? Seems like all you do is and ?
KEATTREMGIRYE? FEIRBIKER T 2R

A. . You just
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B. . It’s great that this time.
IR, XK ERKF T, RBif.
A. This time is . Trust me!

E&Z:_‘ﬁéo %*ﬁ'fgﬁo

Q% ¥ Fun Time: Tongue Twister

% [ wish you were a fish in my dish.

% Is there a pleasant peasant present?

% Is this your sister’s sixth zither, sir?

% % I slit a sheet, a sheet I slit. Upon the slit sheet, I sit.

% % % If a shipshape ship shop stocks six shipshape shop-soiled ships, how
many shipshape shop-soiled ships would six shipshape ship shops stock?

<% Fun Time: Song
Ten Little Indian Boys
One little, two little, three little Indians.
Four little, five little, six little Indians.
Seven little, eight little, nine little Indians.
Ten little Indian boys.
Ten little, nine little, eight little Indians.
Seven little, six little, five little Indians.
Four little, three little, two little Indians.

One little Indian boy.




(=) Front Vowel: /e/

1. Description

ol e/\ @ pw

The front of the tongue is near the upper teeth ridge. The lips should be more

loosely spread and slightly further apart than for /1/. ERITPIEIE L H R, IUSHE
KV EBRERAL, sHSMHIT—L8,

2. The Pronunciation Rules

/e/ is usually read in the following letters or letter groups: e, a, ue, ea, ai, ie.
(1) e

bedroom chess clever desperate

effort elementary emphasize gentle

(2) a

anyone many Thames

(3) letter group: ue

guest guess

(4) letter group: ea

heaven endeavor headquarters weapon

deafer leather steady breakfast

(5) letter group: ai

said again

(6) letter group: ie

friend

ﬂ Practice 1 Listen and repeat the following words.

federal general instead legacy memory

pension fresh sell sexual testify



§e Practice 2 Listen and repeat the following phrases.

all my best memories Federal Express Corporation

never forget eat breakfast steady recovery

n Practice 3 Listen and repeat the following sentences.
Better later than never!

All is well that ends well!

ﬂ Practice 4 Read the following passage.

My friend Ted was in a bad wreck yesterday. A red bus hit his car suddenly. His
head and leg was hurt. The bus driver hurt his hand and neck. I guess they are lucky
they didn’t get badly hurt.

" Fun Time: Tongue Twister

* Freshly fried fresh flesh.

% % Fred fed Ted bread, and Ted fed Fred bread.
% % % The well well wells well.

% " Fun Time: a Little Poem

Good, better, best.

Never let it rest.
Till good is better.
And better best.

(M) Front Vowel: /2/

1. Description

The tip of the tongue touches the back of the lower teeth. The muscles of the



