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1. I Wonder Why Things Are
the Way They Are
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During my junior year in high school, Mr. Reynolds, my English teacher, handed
each student a list of thoughts or statements written by other students, then gave us
a creative writing assignment based on one of those thoughts. At 17, I was beginning
to wonder about many things, so I chose the statement, “I wonder why things are the
way they are?”

That night, I wrote down in the form of a story all the questions that puzzled me
about life. I realized that many of them were hard to answer, and perhaps others
could not be answered at all. When I turned in my paper, I was afraid that I might fail

' the assignment because I had not answered the question, “I wonder why things are

N the way they are?” I had no answers. I had only written questions.

N The next day Mr. Reynolds called me to the front of the class and asked me to

" read my story for the other students. He handed me the paper and sat down in the
back of the room. The class became quiet as I began to read my story:

Mommie, Daddy...Why?

Mommie, why are the roses red? Mommie, why is the grass green and the sky
blue? Why does a spider have a web and not a house? Daddy, why can’t I play in your
toolbox? Teacher, why do I have to read?

Mother, why can’t I wear lipstick to the dance? Daddy, why can’t I stay out until
12:00? The other kids are. Mother, why do you hate me? Daddy, why don’t the boys
like me? Why do I have to be so skinny? Why do I have to have braces and wear




glasses? Why do I have to be 16?

Mom, why do I have to graduate? Dad, why do I have to grow up? Mom, Dad, why
do I have to leave?

Mom, why don’t you write more often? Dad, why do I miss my old friends? Dad,
why do you love me so much? Dad, why do you spoil me? Your little girl is growing
up. Mom, why don’t you visit? Mom, why is it hard to make new friends? Dad, why do
I miss being at home?

Dad, why does my heart skip a beat when he looks in my eyes? Mom, why do my
legs tremble when I hear his voice? Mother, why is being “in love” the greatest
feeling in the world?

Daddy, why don’t you like to be called “Gramps”? Mother, why do my baby’s
tiny fingers cling so tightly to mine?

Mother, why do they have to grow up? Daddy, why do they have to leave? Why do
I have to be called “Grannie”?

Mommie, Daddy, why did you have to leave me? I need you.

Why did my youth slip past me? Why does my face show every smile that I have
ever given to a friend or a stranger? Why does my hair glisten a shiny silver?

Why do my hands quiver when I bend to pick a flower?

Why, God, are the roses red?

At the conclusion of my story, my eyes locked with Mr. Reynolds’s eyes, and I
saw a tear slowly sliding down his cheek. It was then that I realized that life is not
always based on the answers we receive, but also on the questions that we ask.

Enlarge your vocabulary

1. assignment [ o'sammont] n. 2, F%.EV, g
2. puzzle [ 'pazl] v. ffeeeee HEK, e b

3. spoil [sporl] v. B2, EH, 5T

4. tremble [ 'trembl] v. K8, HRE . EE.ER

5. glisten [ 'glison] v. (3,3

6. quiver [ 'kwiva] v. B}, IRED

7. slide down & T3k
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2. Tess’s Tree
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Tess is a little girl and she has a tree—Tess’s tree.

Tess loved to swing from her tree, play in its leaves, and camp out under it. Tess
loved her tree. Tess was exactly 6 years, 3months and 2 days old. Tess’s tree was
about 175 years old. That’s very old for a maple tree.

One night a storm blew hard and long, making the old tree’s branches bend and
shake. A big branch fell from Tess’s tree. And then another fell. Tess’s Mom was
worried.

She said, “The tree could fall and hurt someone.”

“Not MY tree,” thought Tess! But Tess’s tree was taken down.

Tess was angry! She threw her toys. She screamed at the neighbors and kicked
the other trees. Tess was sad. She hugged the branch from which her swing had
hung. She laid on the stump of her tree and cried for a long time.

Tess had to do something for her tree. She couldn’t just let it quietly go away. “I
know,” she thought, “my tree will have a funeral.”

Tess invited friends, family, and neighbors to come “celebrate the life of Tess’s
tree”. Tess set up chairs and helped the children of her tree dress for the service.
When the service began, Tess walked slowly to the stump of her tree. She laid a
flower on it, wiped her nose, and sat on the nearest chair. The neighbor with the
white collar said, “We, friends and family, are gathered here today to celebrate the
life of Tess’s tree.” Tess’s teacher stood next to the stump and read a poem about a
swing.

“How do you like to go up in a swing.

Up in the air so blue?

Oh, I do think it the pleasantest thing

Ever a child can do!”

Tess cried, when she thought about her tree and its swing.

The handsome husband and pretty wife who looked like movie stars and lived
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;513 near the playground walked slowly to the stump.

D “Dear friends of Tess’s tree,” said the wife, “I’'m Tyler.”

@ “And,” said the husband, “I’m Max.” They looked at Tess and smiled.

@ “Wow,” Tess whispered, “it’s them!”

® They each kissed Tess on the cheek. Tess’ s eyes got wet when she thought
% about those names. Tyler and Max, carefully carved in the shape of a heart on the
trunk of her tree.

@ An older woman walked unsteadily to the stump.

“Who’s she?” wondered Tess.

“My dear friends,” she said. “This is me.” She held up an old photo, “as a child,
more than 70 years ago, happily climbing among the branches of Tess’s tree.”

“Awesome!” thought Tess.

The old woman turned to Tess, “I loved your tree. Here, please, this is for you.” She
handed the old photograph to Tess. Tears filled Tess’s eyes when she thought about how
she too used to climb her tree. Tess ’s mother stood next to the stump and invited Tess to
join her. She told the friends of Tess’s tree how proud she was of her daughter.

Tess smiled and thanked the people for helping to celebrate the life of her tree.
That night, Tess looked out her bedroom window to where her tree once stood. At
last tear dried. She was OK. .

Enlarge your vocabulary
1. swing [swig] v. ()R, &, 1EF 6. wipe [ warp] v. #,5, 5,3, %

2. maple [ 'meipl] n. AT, WA 7. whisper [ 'wispa(r) | v. EiE,{KiE, FA1E
3. kick [ kik] v. 55,8 8. awesome [ 'osom] adj. H &6 ; RIFH
4, stump [ stamp] n. $IEL, BIHE 9. camp out E7E

5. funeral [ 'fjumeral] n. ZEFL,&3L, HIE
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