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A Performance Commentary and a Source Commentary (abridged)
are included in each volume in the form of a loose insert.

Full Source Commentaries on each volume will be published separately.
The Introduction to the National Edition of the Works of Fryderyk Chopin
1. Editorial Problems, published as a separate volume, covers general matters concerning the publication.

The Introduction... 2. Problems of Performance covers all general questions of the interpretation.
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Slowo do wydania chinskiego

Wydania narodowego Dziet F.Chopina

Ogromna, rados¢ sprawia mi fakt, ze redagowane przeze
mnie wydanie zrodfowe Dziel Chopina bedzie dostepne na rynku
ksiegarskimw Waszym kraju. Kiedy przed ¢wier¢ wiekiem
miatem okazje go odwiedzi¢, zauwazylem u pianistycznej mlodziezy
chinskiej znakomite dyspozycje do wykonywania muzyki Chopina.
Nasta pne lata potwierdzily te moja, opinie sukcesami chinskich
pianistow na estradach $wiata i Polski, tez na Konkursach Chopi-
nowskich. Zycze chinskiej miodziezy pianistycznej, jak rowniez
pedagogom, muzykologom i melomanom jak najlepszego poznania
muzyki najwiekszego polskiego tworcy muzycznego, ktorego

pelnemu zrozumieniu ma stuzy¢ nasze wydanie.
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about the Songs...

‘Dear Fryderyk,
Permit me to recall myself to your memory and thank you for the lovely songs. Not only | myself, but everyone
who knows them found them exceedingly appealing; and you would admit yourself that they are very beautiful

were you to hear how your sister sings them. [...] Your friend
our friend,

Witwicki
If you would like to set some other song to music taking two stanzas together, as in “The Messenger”,
then pay no heed to the odd number of stanzas, as | can always add one more.’

From a letter sent by Stefan Witwicki to F. Chopin in Vienna, Warsaw, 6 July 1831.

[...] please add yes or no in answer to the question that | will pose you: was it you who composed this?
— “Were | the glorious sun in the heaven, then to thee my light all should be given”, | received it

in the last few days, and | dare not sing it, as | am afraid that, if it is yours, it might be entirely altered,

like “Before the Battle”, for example.’

From a letter sent by Maria Wodzinska to F. Chopin in Paris, Dresden, September 1835.

[Brykczynski’s brother] has asked us through an acquaintance, who is boarding with our parents,
for some manuscript of yours [...]. | have decided to give him a piece of yours, but something good.
Thus my choice fell on that song “The Steed” [Before the Battle’], which | am writing out for myself,
so as [not] to deprive myself for others of this keepsake so dear to me.’

From a letter sent by Ludwika Jedrzejewicz to F. Chopin in Paris, Warsaw 15 December 1835.

[...] if I did not perchance lend Witwicki’s songs to you. | cannot find them.’

From a letter sent by F. Chopin to Julian Fontana in Paris, Paris, no date.

[...] buy me Witwicki, as | do not have it.’

From a letter sent by F. Chopin to Julian Fontana in Paris, Nohant 27 June 1841.

‘Chopin wants one day to publish together his entire collection of songs and so keeps everything he has done
suppressed.’

From a letter sent by Stefan Witwicki to his sister, Maria Oledzka, 13 May 1843.

‘I have sent to Vienna for you that song of mine which | promised, “My Beloved” [...]’

From a letter sent by F. Chopin to Ludwika Jedrzejewicz in Warsaw, Nohant 18 September 1844.

[...] and | have put the piano somewhere else—by the wall, where | had the little sofa and table,
at which Ludwika would often embroider my slippers [...] In the middle stands the desk at which | write,
to the left lie a few of my music papers — Mr Thiers and poetry (including “My Beloved”); to the right Cherubini.’

From a letter sent by F. Chopin to his family in Warsaw, Nohant 18-20 July 1845.

[...] yesterday [...] | spent the evening at home playing and humming songs from Poland.’

From a letter sent by F. Chopin to his family in Warsaw, Paris 28 March — 19 April 1847.

‘But where did | mar my heart? | barely still remember how they sing back home.’

From a letter sent by F. Chopin to Wojciech Grzymata in Paris, Edinburgh, 30 October 1848.



‘[Chopin] had recently asked for poetry by the author of “Before Dawn” and the “Psalms” [Zygmunt Krasinski]
and apparently set a few of those he received to music.’

Jan Kozmian, obituary of Chopin, Przeglad Poznanski 1849.

‘[Franchomme] took great pains to write out the accompaniment to one of the songs [‘Faded and Vanished’],
which he did not want to reveal. | managed to obtain a copy of this accompaniment for you, but he maintains that
it is impossible to resolve the question as to whether it is harmonised just as he [Chopin] would have wished it,
since he was this so original.’

From a letter sent by Jane Wilhelmina Stirling to Ludwika Jgdrzejewicz in Warsaw, Paris 6 March 1852.

‘I have the following songs, copied out while still in Warsaw with full accompaniments, without a single mistake,
from his own manuscripts, which he lent me:

1. A Maiden’s Wish 2. Drinking Song 3. The Messenger 4. A Fickle Maid 5. Before the Battle by Witwicki
6. Mickiewicz's “Remembrance”

I have three written in his hand, quite complete, albeit with corrections and variants:

7. Troubled Waters 8. The Bridegroom’s Return 9. The Ring by Witwicki

Miss Stirling has the following: 10. My Beloved 11. “Wojak”, a dumka by Zaleski [doubtless a reference

to ‘The Lovers’]

F-d

in spite of my frequent entreaties Fryderyk never wrote them [other songs] down, always putting it off

till the morrow. This fate was suffered in particular by the “Janusz’s songs”, 10 or 12 of which he set,

and which were, if it is possible, even nobler and more wistful than their predecessors. Unfortunately,

they are doubtless entirely lost.’

From a letter sent by Julian Fontana to Ludwika Jedrzejewicz in Warsaw, Paris 2 July 1852.

‘Only one of the better ones, of the sad ones [‘Poland’s Dirge’ from the cycle ‘Janusz’s songs’],
did | manage to put together exactly, in its entirety, from his notes and the pieces of paper on which
he usually marked his works.’

From a letter sent by Julian Fontana to Wincenty Pol, author of the words of this song, in Warsaw, Paris 21 August 1856.

‘Thus Chopin created in his prime, from 1832 to 44, a considerable number of melodies, the greater part

of which, unfortunately, perished. In moments of heartfelt effusion he confined himself to declaiming them

with intonation and piano accompaniment, with the book of poetry in front of him; — but he continually postponed
the moment of writing them out, despite our entreaties and insistence. lliness and death befell him;

and those artistic treasures now live only in the blissful recollections of a handful of his privileged friends. [...]
Paris, January 1859.’

Julian Fontana, Zbiér $piewow Polskich z towarzyszeniem fortepianu kompozycyj Fryderyka Chopin [first edition of the Songs], foreword, Warsaw 1859.

‘I have it [the album of Emilia Elsner] this moment in front of me, lying on my desk. Of Chopin’s works alone,
which he wrote here himself by hand, there are seventeen. They consist of songs to words by Mickiewicz
and Witwicki, a couple of waltzes, mazurs, etc. The following songs appear here:

1) “A Fickle Maid” Idyllic song by S. Witwicki. Music by F. C.

2) “To M..."”, Poem by A. Mickiewicz, Music by F. C. [...] (‘(Remembrance’).

3) “Drinking Song” (‘Szynkareczko, szafareczko...’). Poem by S. Witwicki, music by F. Chopin.

4) “Witchcraft” by S. Witwicki, music by Fryderyk C. Hopin. [humorous signature by Chopin]

5) “The Messenger” by S. Witwicki, music by F. C.

6) “A Maiden’s Wish” (‘Gdybym ja byta stoneczkiem na niebie...’). Poem by Stefan Witwicki, music by F. C.
7) “Before the Battle” by S. Witwicki.’

F. Hoesick, Z papierow po Elsnerze. 1769-1854. Przyczynki do historii teatru i muzyki w Polsce, Warsaw 1901.
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Variant of Polish text in bars 11-16: ptaszkiem z tego gaju, nigdzie bym, w zadnym nie $piewata kraju.
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