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Abstract

In the context of economic globalization and regional integration, the
liberalization of global and regional service trade develops rapidly. As an
important regional organization in Asia, ASEAN has started the process of service
trade liberalization. With the continuous development of global and regional
service trade liberalization and the acceleration of ASEAN economic integration,
service trade liberalization in ASEAN is becoming a cutting edges issue in the
region, which receives wide concerns from governments, enterprises and acade-
mia.

By applications of contemporary theories of service trade liberalization, this
book analyzes the progress of trade services in ASEAN, assesses its development
level and makes empirical analysis on the relations between service trade
liberalization and economic growth, industrial structure and competitiveness in
ASEAN member states. Moreover, the book explores the driving forces for
ASEAN service trade liberalization, the problems facing it as well as the trend for
its development. This book is divided into seven chapters, with about 270, 000
words.

The first chapter introduces the theme of this paper, relevant research at
home and abroad, the main contents and methods. It also points out the
innovations and insufficient of this paper.

The second chapter gives an introduction of the relevant concepts and

theories. On the basis of previous research, further understanding of the concepts
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of service trade and its liberalization and interpretation of the theories of global
and regional service trade liberalization will provide a sound theoretical basis for
the studies on service trade liberalization in ASEAN.

The third chapter discusses the development process of ASEAN service trade
liberalization. It explores the background, process and mechanism for ASEAN
regional service trade liberalization, and interprets the integration process of
priority sectors like tourism, air transportation, logistics, e~ ASEAN and health.
Therefore, it provides an overview of the current situation of ASEAN service trade
liberalization.

The fourth chapter analyzes the liberalization level of ASEAN service trade.
Based on comparison with GATS, this chapter analyzes ASEAN service trade lib-
eralization level from the rules, degree and barriers of trade in services, in order
to demonstrate the theoretical liberalization level ASEAN service trade has a-
chieved.

Chapter five is the empirical research for ASEAN regional trade in services
liberalization. On the basis of realistic statistics, this chapter examines the
relations between service trade liberalization and economic growth, industrial
structure and competitiveness. It explores the role of service trade in promoting e-
conomic growth, industrial structure and competitiveness to demonstrate the
limitations of ASEAN service trade liberalization.

Chapter six makes a detailed discussion on the development trend of ASEAN
service trade liberalization. From both global and regional perspectives, it
explores the driving forces for service trade liberalization as well as the restrictions
of its development. Then, it discusses the future prospect of ASEAN regional
service trade liberalization.

Chapter seven concludes the general characteristics and development trend of
ASEAN service trade liberalization. It argues that the liberation of ASEAN
service trade has its limitations.

Based on analysis, this book argues that ASEAN regional trade service liber-
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alization is the result of both internal and external factors. It’s of the actual
interest of ASEAN to refer to multilateral levels liberalization rules of the GATS.
At the regional level, ASEAN trade service liberalization has already surpassed
the GATS. However, due to the actual limitations, the future of ASEAN trade

service liberalization is not optimistic.

Keywords: ASEAN; Service Trade; Service Trade Liberalization
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