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Lesson One

INTRODUCTIONS
A. FORMAL AND SEMI-FORMAL INTRODUCTIONS
Dialogue 1

Comrade Wang meets Mr. Korsa at the airport. She introduces
herself and a leading cadre.

Wang: Excuse me, but aren't you Mr. Korsa.

Korsa: Yes, I'm Osmen Korsa.

Wang: My name is Wang, Wang Ying. I'm an interpreter from
the China Council for the Promotion of International Trade
(CCPIT).

Korsa: How do you do, Miss Wang?

Wang: How do you do, Mr. Korsa. Mr. Li, deputy director
of our Council, has come to meet you. (7o Li.) This is Mr.
Korsa. (To Korsa.) Mr. Li.

Korsa and Li (shaking hands): How do you do?

Li: On behalf of the China Council for the Promotion of In-
ternational Trade, I welcome you to Beijing. We’ve been
looking forward to your visit.

Dialogue 2

Comrade Wang introduces Mr. Jefferson, head of a visiting
delegation, to Comrade Liu, a leading cadre.
Wang: Mr. Jefferson, may I introduce you to Mr. Liu, director
of the China National Chemicals Import and Export Cor-
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poration? (7o Liu.) Mr. Liu, this is Mr. Jefferson. Mr. Jef-
ferson heads the visiting delegation. (7o Jefferson.) Mr. Liu.

Jefferson and Liu: How do you do?

Liu: Welcome to Beijing, Mr. Jefferson.

Jefferson: Thank you. We're very glad to have this chance to
come to visit your country. Now, Mr. Liu, let me introduce
the other members of my delegation....

Dialogue 3

Comrade Wang introduces Comrade Chen, an interpreter,
to Mrs. Brown.

Wang: Mrs. Brown, let me introduce Miss Chen Hong. Miss
Chen, Mrs. Brown. Miss Chen will help you with your
shopping.

Mrs. Brown (after she and Comrade Chen have acknowleged
the introduction): 1t looks like a good day for shopping,
doesn’t it, Miss Chen?

Chen: Yes, it certainly does. So bright and sunny.

B. INFORMAL INTRODUCTIONS
Dialogue 1

Mr. and Mrs. Smith happen to meet Comrade Li at an ex-
hibition. Mr. Smith introduces his wife.
Smith: How do you do, Mr. Li?
Li: How do you do? (They shake hands.)
Smith: I'd like you to meet my wife, Mr. Li. Mary, this is Mr.
Li of the Chinese trade and economic delegation.
Li and Mrs. Smith (shaking hands): How do you do?
Mrs. Smith: I've heard a lot about you from my husband.
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Dialogue 2

Mr. Brown is chatting with Comrade Li at a reception when
Mr. Smith jofhs them. Mr. Brown introduces Smith and Li.
Brown: Good evening, Bob.

Smith: Good evening, Jim. (They shake hands.)) Glad to see
you back. Did you have a pleasant trip?

Brown: Not bad... 1 don’t believe you two have met, have you?

Smith: No, I haven’t had the pleasure.

Brown: Let me introduce you. (7o Li) Robert Smith. (To

Smith.) Li Ming. Mr. Li works with the Bank of China.

Dialogue 3

At Mr. Lupanga’s request, Comrade Wang introduces him
to Comrade Tang.
Lupanga: Is Miss Tang here? Miss Tang of the Chinese Peo-
ple’s Association for Friendship with Foreign Countries.
Wang: Yes, she’s here. Have you met her?
Lupanga: No, but I'd like to. Would you introduce me?
Wang: I'll be glad to. (He takes Lupanga to Tang.) Good evening,
Tang. I'd like you to meet Mr. Lupanga. Mr. Lupanga,
Miss Tang.
Lupanga: How do you do, Miss Tang? I'm glad to meet you.
Tang: How do you do? Glad to meet you too.

C. INTRODUCING ONESELF
Dialogue 1

Mr. Smith introduces himself to Comrade Li at a reception
in Beijing.



Smith: Excuse me, but aren’t you Mr. Li Ming?

Li: Yes, I am. And you are Mr....?

Smith: Smith. George Smith of the CBA Company. I met you
last year at the Guangzhou Fair.

Li: Oh, yes, Mr. Smith, I remember now. Glad to see you again.

Dialogue 2

At a banquet Comrade Wang finds himself sitting next to
someone he has not met. He introduces himself.
Wang: I don’t think I know you. My name’s Wang. Wang Ying.
Stranger: How do you do, Mr. Wang? I am Edward White.
Wang: How do you do, Mr. White? There’s such a crowd here
tonight that somehow or other we missed getting introduced.
Is this your first visit to China?

D. GROUP INTRODUCTION

Mr. Smith introduces Mr. White, who is accompanying him
to China, and their assistant, Mr. Jones, to Comrade Wang and
his assistant, Comrade Liu.

Smith (7o Wang): May 1 introduce my colleague, George

White? (To White.) Mr. Wang...

Wang and White (shaking hands): How do you do?

Smith (continuing): (To Liu) Mr. White. (To White.) Mr. Liu.

Liu and White (shaking hands): How do you do?

Smith (to Wang and Liu): And our assistant, Mr. Jones.

(Wang and Liu shake hands with Jones in turn, saving “How do
you do?”)

E. SAYING GOODBYE
Comrade Wang and Mr. Morrison say goodbye to each other



afte; having met for the first time.

Wang: Have you done any sightseeing yet?

Morrison: Not yet, but tomorrow we’re going to the Great
Wall.

Wang: | hope you'll have a pleasant day.

Morrison: Thank you. I'm sure we will. It’s one of the places
we've been looking forward to seeing... 1 see my group
is getting ready to leave. I'm afraid 1 must be going. (Shakes
hands with Wang.) I'm very glad to have met you, Mr. Wang,.

Wang: I'm glad to have met you, too. I hope we’ll meet again.

Morrison: I hope so too. Well, good night, Mr. Wang.

Wang: Good night.

F. INTRODUCING A SPEAKER

Host: We're very happy to have with us today Mr. Kamal
Saleem from Egypt. Mr. Saleem is a specialist on cotton.
He has had long experience in this field. Mr. Saleem has
kindly consented to speak to us on the cultivation of cotton
in general and that of Egyptian cotton in particular, a
subject we are all very much interested in at the present
time. Now it gives me great pleasure to introduce to you
Mr. Kamal Saleem. Mr. Saleem.
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BRI 2 FE AR Practice Drill 4.
Egypt ['i:d3ipt] 325, Egyptian [i'd3ipfon] B R, B RA
Now it gives me great pleasure to introduce to you Mr. Kamal

Saleem. ILLERIEN 2% KR BN BRI A:.

SUMMARY OF USEFUL EXPRESSIONS

1. Formal and semi-formal introductions:

a) Mr. Smith, may I introduce Mr. Wang Ying (to you)?
Mr. Smith, may I introduce you to Mr. Liu Hua,
director of our organization? Mr. Liu, this is Mr.
Robert Smith of the ... cultural delegation. Mr. Liu.

b) Comrade Wang, let mé introduce Mr. Smith. Mr. Smith
1Sius

¢) Mr. Smith, (this is) Mr. Wang. Mr. Wang, Mr. Smith.
Mr. Wang, (this is) Mr. Smith... and Mr. Brown.

2. Informal introductions:

a) Mr. Smith, I’d like you to meet my colleague, Wang
Ying. Mr. Wang, Mr. Smith.

b) Mr. Smith, you haven’t met Mr. Wang, have you? Mr.
Wang, this is Mr. Smith of the Canadian delegation.

¢) Do you know Mr. Smith?

—Yes, I do.
—No, I don’t think so.
Have you met Mr. Knox?
—Yes, we’ve already met actually.
—No, I haven’t had the pleasure.
3. What to say on being introduced:
A: Mr. Smith, Mr. White.
Smith and White (shaking hands): How do you do? (Glad
to meet you.)
4. In case you didn’t hear the other person’s name clearly:



I'm afraid T didn’t catch your name.
—Black. Henry Black.
—Wang. Wang Ying.

5. Introducing oneself:
a) Excuse me, I don’t think I know you. (May [ introduce
myself?) My name is Liu. Liu Hua.
—(I am) Robert Smith. How do you do, Mr. Liu?
b) Excuse me, but aren’t you Wang Ying (of such-and-such
organization)?
—Yes, I am. And you are...?
—Why, how do you do, Miss White. I'm glad to see
you again.
—I'm afraid you must have mis.aken me tor someone
else. (My name is Liu.)
Ans: Excuse me.

6. Group introduction:

a) Jutroducing a person to a group:
Let me introduce you ({R{1). (To the group.) Mr. Smith.
(To Smith.) Mr. Wang, Miss L, Mr. Lu you know, Mr.
Chen and Mr. Tang.

—How do you do?

b) Introducing «a group to rwo people:
May [ introduce the other members of my group? (7o
the group.) Mr. Smith, Mr. White. (To Smith and W/zi!e.)
Mr. Wang, Mr. Liu, Mr. Chen and Mr. Li

7. Asking for an introduction:
I wonder if you would introduce me to someone from the
Bank of China (the director of your organization, ectc.)
[II be glad to.
—He s rather busy, but Lil see what I can do.

8. On leaving someone you have met for the first time:
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I'm very glad to have met you. I hope we meet again dur-
ing your stay here.

—Thank you. So do L.
PRACTICE DRILLS

There's such a crowd here tonight that somehow or other we
missed getting introduced.

There was such a noise outside last night that I hardly got a
wink of sleep.

There’ll be such a good harvest this year that we’ll have to
prepare additional storage facilities for it.

. Is Miss Tang here? Miss Tang of the Chinese People’s Asso-

ciation for the Friendship with Foreign Countries.
—Yes, she’s here. Have you met her?

Is Mr. Chen here? Mr. Chen of the Machinery Corporation.
—Yes, he is here. Have you met him?

Are the Egyptian guests here? The members of the Egyptian
trade delegation.
—Yes, they are. Have you met them?

. Have you done any sightseeing vet?

—Not yet, but tomorrow we're going to the Great Wall.

Have you seen a new Eeijing opera yet?
—Not yet, but we're going to see one this evening.



Have you bought any souvenirs yet?
—Not yet, but I'm going shopping this afternoon.

4, Mr. Saleem has kindly consented to give us a talk on the
cultivation of cotton in general and that of Egyptian cotton
in particular.

Comrade Li is going to give us a briefing on the development
of the people’s commune in general and that of the Red
Star Commune in particular.

Mr. Ma is going to give us an account of our medical work

since liberation in general and the achievements in recent
years in particular.

ADDITIONAL NOTES

cocktail party R4 storage facilities for it. I%{]
I hardly got a wink of sleep. bE(XAFU)BIHEATZM
R— LW BE FIEE IR 4
wink [wigk] v. & n. [Zf}; briefing ['bri:fip] g brief n. 4
—BE[A]. T, FER.

We’ll have to prepare additional

EXERCISES

I. Situation:

1. Make the introduction between a foreign visitor by the
name of John Brown and the representative of your
organization who has come to meet him.

2. Make the introduction between Mr. Brown and Wang
Ying who will interpret for Mr. Brown during his stay
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in Beijing.

Make the introduction between Mr. Brown and Miss

Liu, head of the production team you are visiting.

. a) You are talking with Mr. Brown at a cocktail party
when Comrade Wu (of such-and-such organization)
comes up. Make the introduction.

b) Mr. Brown’s friends are leaving and he must be go-
ing. What will he say to Comrade Wu on leaving?
What will Comrade Wu reply? What will Mr. Brown
then say to both you and Comrade Wu?

. Suppose a foreign visitor wants to be introduced to

somebody from the Bank of China. How might he ask

for an introduction? What would you say?

. Suppose the foreign visitor for whom you interpret asks

to be introduced to a leading cadre who is very busy and

will probably not have time to see him. What can you
say?

. You are talking to Mr. Smith at a reception when Mr.

Brown and another foreign visitor come up. Brown, Smith

and the stranger all know each other. What might you

say if you want to be introduced to the stranger? What
would Smith reply? (Let’s say the stranger’s name is

White.)

. You are flying from Beijing to Shanghai and are sitting

next to a foreigner. He introduces himself to you. How

might he say that? What do you reply?

. You see someone at a reception who looks very familiar

to you. You think he is James Hall, who accompanied

you on a sightseeing trip in his country about five years
ago. Go and speak to him. Give the conversation that
might take place in the following situation:

a) He recognizes you at once.
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