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Foreword

Zheng Peisheng

Fujian Province is situated on the southeast coast of China. Facing the sea and with a mountainous background,
Fujian has a unique geological environment, which gives rise to a local culture with its unique characteristics. The
archeological discoveries made after the founding of New China have proved that prehistoric human activities in Fujian
can be traced back for more than 200,000 years to Wanshou Rock archeological site in Sanming. Like other central and
neighboring provinces, Fujian boasts a very ancient history of civilization.

Since the preparatory office of Fujian Provincial Museum was set up in 1953, with tremendous support from
competent authorities and pains-taking efforts of a few generations of archeologists, the museum’s collection has grown
to over 160,000 items, which include various and valuable archeological specimens unearthed from underground,
precious cultural relics bought back with huge government funds, and a great number of heirlooms contributed to the
state by prominent social personages. It is the museum staff’ s responsibility and also serves as the purpose of compiling
“the Catalogue of Fujian Provincial Museum s Collection of Precious Cultural Relics” to continually introduce through
various means these ancient treasures and rare archeological findings to our friends both at home and abroad who cherish
Fujian’s cultural relics. Around 200 items covered in this catalogue are only part of our museum’s numerous
collections, which spans a long period of history from the most ancient colored pottery of Tanshishan Culture dated more
than 5,000 years ago to the most recent Tianhuang jade carving by Lin Qingging, a well-known Shoushan jade-carving
artist.

Kegiutou-type Culture in Pingtan County is the earliest Neolithic Age culture discovered so far along the coast of
Fujian Province, dating 6,000 years ago. Tanshishan Culture is a unique archeological culture developed later than
Keqiutou Culture along the lower reaches of Min River in the coastal area. It was first discovered in 1954 in Tanshi
Village, Jinxi Township, Minhou County, near Min River. The site is a typical primeval gathering place in late Neolithic
Age. After 8 excavations, a large number of tribal tombs, kiln sites and ash pits were discovered. The tools for production
and everyday life unearthed there indicate that people at that time focused their production activities on fishing and
hunting and were already leading a settled life. The tools made of stones and bones as well as pottery ware excavated
at the site not only reflect the style of the local culture in prehistoric Fujian, but also show relationship with other primeval
cultures in the coastal areas of southeast China, forming an important part of the primeval social culture of the country.
Tanshishan Culture is scattered in the coastal areas along the lower reaches of Min River, with its major sites located in
Dongzhang, Fuging County, Xitou and Zhuangbianshan, Minhou County.

During Shang and Zhou Dynasties, central China had entered an advanced stage of the slavery society. Although
Fujian, situated in the southeast corner, was relatively backward, the stamped hard pottery ware unearthed at Huangtulun

site, Minhou County, with their unique patterns and elegant impressing, give us an indication of their strong local ethnical



and cultural characteristics as well as their close connection with the bronze culture of central China.

During Qin and Han Dynasties, Minyue nationality in Fujian, nurtured by the culture of central China, gradually
developed their Minyue land into a powerful kingdom in southeast China. The level reached at that time in social political,
economic and cultural development may be exemplified by the large-scale palace foundations, building structures,
sophisticated iron tools and weapons as well as common utensils unearthed at Hancheng site, Chengcun, Wuyishan City.

During the period of Jin Dynasties, Southern Dynasty, Sui and Tang Dynasties,the invasion of the central culture
into Fujian reached its climax, resulting in a comprehensive cultural integration between Han and Fujian aboriginal
nationalities. In the goat-shaped celadon candleholders, five-connecting-pots, frog-shaped water bowls, pottery barns,
animal stalls and other relics unearthed from tombs in Fujian dating to the Jin Dynasties, one can trace the footprints of
aristocratic landlords who came from central China to settle down in Fujian. The large-scale ceramic production at Huai’an
Kiln, Fuzhou, from Southern Dynasty to Tang Dynasty, a large number of pottery figurines excavated from Liu Hua’s

tomb in Xindian dating to the Min State of the Five Dynasties, and various burial articles with unique Fujian local

characteristics unearthed from tombs at different sites all point to the fact that an entirely new culture Bamin
Culture, which combined Han and Yue cultures, was taking shape.

Song Dynasty saw a general flourishing of Fujian’s social economy and culture due to the transfer of national
economic focus to the south and the expansion of Quanzhou Port. Agriculture, handcraft, commerce, and foreign trade
developed by leaps and bounds while textile, pottery, metallurgy, construction, shipbuilding, and water conservation all
made significant headway. Black glazed wares produced by Shuiji Kiln in Jianyang which were very popular at the time
both in and outside China, textiles of a great variety unearthed from Huang Sheng’s tomb in Fuzhou dating from
Southern Song Dynasty, bril-liant gilded silver wares unearthed from Xu Jun's tomb at Chayuanshan, Li Gang mace
engraved with the reigning emperor’s title  “Jingkang” , which remains to this day as sharp as new, white-glazed and
celadon porcelains produced by Dehua and Tong’an kilns and shipped to far-flung destinations all over the
world...these are some of the valuable historic marks left in Fujian from Song and Yuan Dynasties.

During Ming and Qing Dynasties, feudalistic economy was phasing out as capitalist market economy began to
emerge. Private economy, which represented an important social production force, developed rapidly. The emergence
of Dehua Kiln as “a shining pearl in ceramic industry” , the entry into Japan of the colored ceramics produced by
Zhang Kiln, the formation of the technical style of wood carving in Fuzhou and Putian, the emergence of bodiless lacquer
technique invented by Shen Shao’an and other families in Fuzhou which won several awards at the world expo, Lin
Qinggin’s Shoushan jade carving masterpieces claiming wide-spread fame, all these heralded a new and more
progressive era of social and cultural development in Fujian.

The collection items included in this catalogue are arranged by categories and in chronological order for the purpose
of providing an overall and systematic presentation of the cultural development in both material and spiritual aspects in
Fujian Province through various historic periods. Due to time and space limitations, this catalogue is by no means
inclusive. It is our hope that the publication of this catalogue will by certain measure meet the ardent needs of our friends

both at home and abroad, and will play its due role in the construction of socialist material and spiritual civilization.
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