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#MIFHIINZE  Amazing Chinese characters/1
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FNIR

EtLiR

&EJUR

% AR

F+IR

KEFEA

W0 shi Zhongguo rén/18
BEXEHROA

WG jia you wu kou rén/29
FEZFAEDNE

LT IGoshi bl zai bangongshi/42
B KHE

Hanyl ba tai ndn/55

Er&EH

WO de shengri/67

e —X

M& Li de yi tian/78

BEEASE

Xiangjido zénme mai/91
HESILHA

Nin yao didnr shénme/104
XEFEMPDAE

Zhe shi LT IGosht de bangongshi/118
[ et od i pin

Shangdian jit zai xuéxido fujin/132

FT—IR BARZEBX

Zhoumo shi ging tian/145



£+

£+=g

1+ MR

E+HIR

RIC#&k/214

OmERT
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Amazing Chinese characters

WFRIENBERS, RIHR EREZEHXFZ— AT
ZAERISA TS . 3240 1k, FATT BT I Y B i 2 1Y » B S AT
SRR DRI LGB B R A B A 3

Chinese characters, as the written symbol of Chinese language, has a history of
more than 6,000 years and is one of the oldest character systems in the world. Up to
now.the oldest completely formed system of Chinese characters can be traced back to

the Shang Dynasty oracle bones.
— . N EIEF & Rules of word formation

WFREATE B ? FEXTINF BRSNS BHEIER
B KE, ENBTINFEEFHAFIE. ENERE.FEE.
SEJJEE FEAfE. Hb. &EENEF T EERTER .

How were Chinese characters formed? In the study of the composition of chinese
characters, a traditional theory known as siz writings is the most famous one. It
explains six types of characters, they are termed: pictographic loans, indicatives,
ideographs, phonetic-semantic compounds, mutual explanatory, and phonetic loans,

The first four are the main types.

B FRESTT, TRRERN T, I F R A LT, %
WIRANY S 3 B — AT R R T IR B TAR .

The first type of Chinese character is called Pictograph characters, which is the

most original character. It uses lines and dots to draw the shape of an object. Each

character depicts an object.

RIERIL 7 B S HATRIE—H FIIRIEFRIEERIE,

Guess the meanings of the following characters based on the definition of

pictograph.

#MANHNE




=X X E

- _%
- N

Which one means mountain.and which one means water?

©

Which one means sun.and which one means moon?

¥ 7

Which one means sheep,and which one means cow?
- ™m
E (N

Which one means rain,and which one means cloud?

F_MERFE NEIFERFTSERENL. —BAHM T,
—MRBRARAMNFSERREY. Hl, —(— yl;one), = (= er;
two) , = (_I= shang;above) #l= ('F xid; underneath), 15—
HERIECFHEM B FIRFEMFS . 2HREFEFRTX 3. #)
1, A bén; root) #l K (K mod;end/tip) .

The second type of Chinese character is called Indicative characters, which refers to
the way of using indicative symbols to form abstract characters. Generally, there are

two main types of indicative symbols. One is only using symbolic signs to indicate

xia; underneath). The other type is created by adding an indicative marker to a
pictograph. Most indicative characters belong to this type. For example, /(7 bén;
root)is composed by adding a dot on the roots of a tree. (K MO; end/tip) is formed by

adding a dot on the tip of a tree.

FHEMESET, EEIFPAERA LU L M7 AR BT,
PAREHF L. B, —PNRIEFA AN rén; people) # A, BI—NA
=N (M cong; follow), =PMAEEREM (A& zhong; crowd) ., T
—ANIn B & B TAUK xid; rest) .

The third type is Ideograph characters, which consist of two or more existing

characters, to indicate new meanings. For example, the pictograph ’}(A rén; people)



means people. When combined with another '}, it becomes ”( M cong; follow). Putting
three '} together creates the character Q’ﬂ( X zhong; crowd). And when'} is combined with m

(K mUs tree) . it becomes PPk xiT; rest) . which means having a rest.

FHUAREEA Y. H— 1 RAFEYENEFENER, B
— NN RFEE— . BN (hé;river) ,“ ¥ 7 R X,
8K, A7 (k) RE . EHREENZ, EFARS LT, A
SIED R EAE TP W R KRR T AT e, BAFRENFHARS
A —F

The forth type is the Phonetic-Semantic compound character, which refers to
characters consisting of both a semantic and a phonetic componient. The semantic
component indicates the meaning category of the character while the phonetic part
indicates its pronunciation. For example. “ii]”, the left part of this character “ ¥ ”
signifies that this character can be categoried into the “water” category, and the right
component “HAJ” indicates the pronunciation of the character. It is necessary to point out
that the semantic component does not show the specific meaning of a character, and due
to the phonological changes that occured throughout history, few of the phonetic

components in the phonetic-semantic compounds can reliably indicate the sound of the

characters. Most Chinese characters are phonetic-semantic compound.

:\ﬁ$§ﬂﬁ= Parts of the Chinese characters

MRIEDLF B L5, DUF ] LA o - R = R AR, ol iR =2k
BRI ﬁl]:“j(”\“/l\”\“_l:”‘“—F”\“ﬂé”\“i':”o %{4;?
pd = £ 1R S R O O w1 R Y R S A < R 1 1 PR il =3
YRR T . IXF PR EZHREERTE.

According to the structual unit, Chinese characters can be divided into two
categories: single-component characters and multi-component characters. Single-
component character is composed of strokes or only one radical and can not be separated
into two or more structural units. For example, “K”.“/N . “ 7 “F". “3k” . “%£”.
Multi-component character consists of two or more structural units. For example, “i{”
is composed of two parts: “ ¥ ” and “ X ”. The majority of Chinese characters are multi-

component characters,
%3]
O— Ok O OA O Gv OA ®F O Ok

e




FoHh DA DU R R S, RS RS AT, B P S .
Single-component characters and multi-component characters. Write the

corresponding number of the characters in the space below.

AR

Single-component characters:

CLISSZE

Multi-component characters:

E\ﬂiﬁm [he stucture of Chinese characters
DUF RIS T8 = Fh B A D7 2. B S5 2 450 A4
558

The structural composition of Chinese characters can be divided into three

2 EL TS

categories top-bottom, left-right and enclosed characters.

1. FF 4544 Top-Bottom characters.

{40 - 287X AN B A7 L B R A 2 A, X R 40 DA
THHWMIEXAGHE—E.

For example: The character “4” is composed of two parts: “&” and “®”. These

two parts are formed using the top-bottom method.

amste -t B

ato >3 -

2. I 45H) Left-Right characters.
B . “PR7IXADF A 7 IR 7 B ER 42 A X PR 43 LA 22
HEMNIEEEE—E.




For example: The character “4%” composed formed of two parts: “{ "and “/R”.
These two parts are formed using the left-right method.

k+F > % HF-

A+ 5 - A

3. U FEl45#) Enclosed characters.

1) 4f3[ Fully-enclosed: H .

2) 4 Half-enclosed: K. i X X . A L ]

B . “E7X AN F B 07 E 7B AR X PR DR
ST XA G E—E.

For example: The character “E” is composed of two parts: “2” and “ %", These

two parts are formed using the outside-inside method.

Bl o+ 5 - H -

PR > & -

~

it & -
T E AR A LR I E -
Exercise:

1. #E4,

Match the right method with the corresponding characters.

T4 ¥
Top-Bottom M F
RS E3
Left-Right characters: Tﬁ‘
£ 45 L
Enclosed characters: %]

A RYINF




JraEHKE

2. X B PR R LR o0 L ALY 7

Match the following multi-component characters with their components.

Parts: D% Q@F @& @~ ©®i1 ®#F @nw

®% OF O

Eg:¥f=%+F —3F OO

F ® B W

% L@ %

M XNFEEH

(—) I F B FEASZE ] (The basic strokes of Chinese characters).

58 AR B F B B AS JT R, 2B 1 A] LA 43 ORI 2K < R A 48 1 A
A2, FEAZEA 8 Fh. B WL E . AR . X8
FREEE A [F 4 &, IRAE A 2, BN FEA B ENE
—

The stroke is the smallest and the most basic structual unit of Chinese characters. It

E

includes basic strokes and derivative strokes. There are eight kinds of basic strokes:
horizonal, verical, left-falling, right-falling, point, upward-slant. turn and hook.
Derivative strokes are formed using the basic strokes. Every Chinese character has
definite amount of strokes,
L RIAT 27 2 PUF W B A 28 ), 75 4 01 v 28 i A T R
], B A GEARS L — 26 .
When learning the basic strokes of Chinese characters, it is important to pay special
attention to the shrokes go from top to bottom, or from left to right. This is a very
important detail. If incorrect,the characters are harder to write and are not as beautiful

and in some cases can even become another stroke all together.,
1. —. (_’)ﬁ (Horizental)

B R ARG .

This stroke should be straight and written from left to right.



G
héng

Practise:

S T . - s becdesid - - | - S - bostllosssd -

2. I : ( ¢ )';'% (Vertica'l)
Bk ZH MNERT,

This stroke should be straight and written from top to bottom.

l

e

shu

Practise;

------ R

3. ) :(/)M(Left—falling)
B MG EBET 2.

This stroke should be written from the top right to the bottom left and it should

curve like an arc.

)

F
pié
Zh—5 .

Practise:

#MEHRXF



T T T T T T T T T
. ' i ' . i . . i
. ' v . vt i v . i
. ' i ' . i i i .
. ' v ' ' v . ' i "
. , . R (RN S—" {SR—— ST— S S SRR S | A " ARSI I ! I———
...... L e s 2 . X t) U
' i i h . i H i i
. ‘ . v . i . . i
i i ' ' i i i i ' i
v i ' . . . .
. . L . .

4.\ : O (Right-falling)
B . MNEEMAT,.2IE.

This stroke should be written from the top left to the bottom right and it should

curve like an arc.

\

=

na
2}]‘;—-2}}}
Practise;
.5

5. % : (D B (Dov
B :MNELmATHENA LRAT . BE.

This stroke should be written from the top left to the bottom right or from the

top right to the bottom left. It should not be too long.

N

] \;\\

dian

Practise:

oo N e RS e e T e e R S S R foeee

6. ~ :(/)%(Upwaxd—slant)
B MNETHA L,




This stroke should be written from the bottom left to the top right, which is
different from the “pi€” stroke.

7

#

.

tl
Z—%.

Practise:

P 2 — (O S I NP AP (U R | RO [ S R S N B oaliden tidioss

7.7 =37 (Turn)

Bk Yo g S wiRh, -7, BN LM
A5 BHSMAEMTER;“—"2MNEM TER, BHENAE
LETESY

There are two kinds of turns: horizontal turns and vertical turns. Turns must be
written using only one stroke. Horizontal turns stort horizontally, then turn down

vertically. Vertical turns start vertically and then turns right horizontally.

] -

Ty B

héngzhé shuzhé

Practise:

e 0 T . O N N b T, domin A R A S e
B H . ' ' H ' . )
. .

8. ” :%;Hook):
ik EBEP K ERE O A, BREREEW LS, 8T UE

WENE




